
reactor incidents – Three Mile
Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima
– which he said occurred at a rate
20 times higher than one would
anticipate based on safety factors.

They occurred not as the result
of a flaw in the design of the
reactors, Mei said, but because of
human error.

In 1990, a report by the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
issued a report outlining a
scenario much like the one now
facing Fukushima.

“The U.S. agencies pointed out
that Japan could have this kind
of disaster 20 years ago. … Tokyo
Electric did not take that
consideration seriously,” Mei said.
“It was not the fault of the
Japanese government. That’s
human error.”

The problem, Mei said, is that
the company wanted to make
more money, and taking all the
safety recommendations into
account would limit its ability to
do so.

Heaton said the occurrence of
nuclear disasters in the past has
aided the United States in
preventing them from happening
in the future.

“One of the things we learned
from Three Mile Island is that
operators are often not prepared
for certain things, and miss key
pieces of information,” he said.

As a result, nuclear technicians
now undergo intensive training,
with drills and mock-ups held on
a regular basis, he said.

“They throw problems at each
other and see how they react.
They’re really on their toes,”
Heaton said.

The reactors at Fukushima are
boiling water reactors, which
Heaton termed the “simplest” type
of nuclear reactor.

“You have a containment
vessel with the fuel. … Basically,
fission generates heat, and you
have water within a reservoir, and
that water is boiled into steam,
the steam is let out the top, which
turns a turbine to generate
electricity,” he said.

Nuclear plants are constructed
with different levels of
containment, so they would be

able to withstand the pressure
caused by a natural or manmade
disaster without leaking any of
the water, he said.

“If water should leak out of
any of these systems, there’s
enough heat just from the
radioactivity … to melt the pellets
and just completely lose control of
the reactor,” Heaton said.

As workers would no longer
be able to use tools such as cranes
to remove the fuel within the
water, he added, “Your only
option would be to cement the
whole plant in and keep people
away from it for a few hundred
years.”

According to the Associated
Press, officials at Fukushima have
acknowledged there was
radioactive water in all four of
the complex’s most troubled
reactors, with readings of airborne
radiation high enough as to
prevent emergency workers from
getting inside to pump out the
water.

Government spokesman
Yukio Edano was quoted as saying
that some of the radioactive water
is “almost certainly” seeping from
a damaged reactor core in one of

the units.
Heaton and Mei each

discussed the pros of using
nuclear power, calling it a
significant fuel source.

“An apparently small amount
of fuel can produce a huge
amount of energy. A tiny pellet
of uranium is equal to 50 barrels
of oil,” Heaton said.

He also emphasized the safety
involved, stating that plants
cannot “become atomic bombs”
as they use only slightly-enriched
uranium.

Mei pointed out that 20
percent of the electricity used in
the United States is derived
through nuclear power, making
it the biggest user in the world.

“We cannot lose 20 percent of
our electricity. Where are you
going to go to replace that?” Mei
said. “So the safety measures must
be implemented. Otherwise we’ll
have a disaster.”

– The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.
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N. Hwy. 81, Yankton
665-6394

 HOURS: Sun.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

Team up with Bonanza
 for March Mayhem...

 Wings To Go!

AND MONGOLIAN GRILL

KING 
BUFFET

3013 Broadway, Yankton 
(East of Walmart)•(605)260-8888

COUPON
NO 

MSG

FREE POP
with purchase of buffet

Lunch Buffet $6.50
served Mon.-Fri. 10:30am-4pm

Dinner Buffet $8.99
served Mon.-Fri. 4-close•All Day Sat. & Sun.

Expires
4/30/11

100%
Vegetable

OilROADRUNNE R
Convenience Stor e

300 W. 23rd St., Yankton 
605-665-133 2

Your One Stop Shop
Featuring: Candy, Pop, Gasoline,

Dairy, Ice Cream, Cigarettes, 
Beer,  Off Sale Liquor Sales

SD Powerball & Video Lottery

BLUE DEVIL
BAR & GRILL
Daily Lunch Specials
 Monday-Friday 11am-1:30pm

417 St. James Ave.
 Wynot, NE
 402-357-2792

Tuesday: Pork Chops
Wednesday:
Pan Fried Chicken

COX AUTO
1007 Broadway Ave. • Yankton

 665-4494

YOUR 
RADIATOR

HEADQUARTERS!
On-Hand & In-Stock!
NO WAITING!

1607  E. Hwy 50 • Yankton, SD

 $1.00 Off
All Boulevard Drafts 
(Boulevard Wheat & Irish Ale)

 $5.00 Wings
Buffalo, Honey BBQ, Thai Chili,
Garlic Parmesan & Dixie Style

March Madness Specials

 Only valid
March 17 – 

 April 4

665-1902
2100 Broadway, Yankton Mall

March Mayhem is here! 
Stop in for cold beer and 

great food!

Buy 1, Get 1

1/22 Off1/22 Off1/2 Off
COUPON

Noon or 
Evening Meal

2809 Broadway
Yankton, SD

605-665-9884

Max. 
Value 
$5.25

Expires April 23rd

401 Picotte, Yankton
605-665-2188

Lisa’sLisa’ssLisa’s 
LiquorLiquor Liquor

Stella Rosa 
Rosso Wine

Now Available

Over 19 Years Experience

Yankton Paint 
& Decorating

406 Broadway • Yankton, SD • 665-5032

PAINT SALE!
25%OFF

per gallon

5  W. Cherry St.
Vermillion,SD

624-4444

 H ERREN • S CHEMPP
 BUILDING  SUPPLY

Locally 
Owned for the 

Builder & 
Handyman!

 www.herrenschempp.com

1000 W. Cherry St., Vermillion, SD
1-888-624-2058 or 605-624-2058

Tuesdayss are...Tuesdayss are... Tuesdays are...
 All-You-Can-Eat 

Spaghetti All Day!

13 W. Main St.
 Downtown Vermillion

We Cater & Deliver!
 624-9696

Rasmussen 
Motors

VIEW OUR INVENTORY ONLINE!
www.rasmussenmotors.com

Sales Department
Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Sat 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Service Department

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

209 W. Cherry St., Vermillion, SD
624-4438

C-STORE

LOTTERY • BEER
CASINO • GAS

OFF SALE LIQUOR

Corner of 23rd & Broadway
Yankton, SD • (605) 665-2052

Host Your Next Party at
the WH Resort Suite

• Space for 50 
or more people

• Bring your own 
food & beverages

• Full kitchen
• Sleeping 

accommodations
for 8

In the Heart of Downtown Yankton
(605) 664-0121

Riverfront Event Center

 March Mayhem

Massage Special!
1-Hour Hot Stone 
Massage

For appointment 
or gift certificate,
(605) 668-8376

$1300 Savings !
ONLY

$5 100

Expires
4/8/11

HEATING & COOLING

920 Broadway • Yankton, SD
605-665-9461

1-800-491-9461

Enter the Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan 
and Vermillion Plain Talk

Log on and play round-by-round!
College Basketball Contest Overview – 3 Ways to Play:

1. Log onto play2win.collegebasketball.upickem.net
2. Search it on Facebook! 
3. Play on your mobile phone!
Round-by-round winners. Estimate final points for tiebreakers. Score points for correct picks.

We know! It is all about the prizes! Right?
•  6 Round National Prizes!

Fathead of your choice from Fathead.com!
16 gb iPod Touch for overall winner!

 You 
 Have To
 Play 2 
 Win!!

ELIGIBILITY: This Contest is open to legal residents of the 50 states of United States and the Distr ict of Columbia, who are 18 years of age or older, and legal residents of Canada (excluding Quebec),  who are of legal age of majority in their province of residence, at the time of entry. Local affili ates may restrict eligibility for affiliate prizes; eligibility for local affiliate prizes 
will be posted on the local affiliate’s website. This contest is void in Quebec and where prohibited  by law. Yankton Media Inc. employees and families are not eligible for local prizes. Local grand pr ize has no cash equivalent and all local winners are responsible for picking up the local prizes at  either the Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan or the Vermillion Plain Talk.

Play2Win March Mayhem Contest Online!

*Not all scores were available at press time. For a complete list of scores and the leader board go  to: 
 http://play2win.collegehoops.upickem.net/collegebasketball/registration/login.asp then Login and click Play Game
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525 W. Cherry, Vermillion, 624-5574“Lots of Little Differences!”

The Best At Fresh!

 •MEATS

Hand Cut Steaks & Chops, 

Amana Quality Meats. Huge Selection, 

Freshest Quality Available 

                
            And Great Prices Too!

�FORUM
From Page 1

Legionnaires from Bon
Homme, Charles Mix, Clay,
Douglas, Hutchinson and
Yankton Counties will gather
Sunday, April 10 at Tripp for the
annual District 7 Spring
Convention of the S.D.
American Legion.

The Legion business session
will start at 1:30 p.m. at the
Tripp American Legion  Post
Home.         

There will be a social hour
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
followed by a banquet at 12:30
p.m.  All Legion activities will be
in the Legion Post Home.

Participants will elect district

officers for two year terms and
county commanders and vice
commanders in the district for
one-year terms during the
business meeting.

The session will also feature
Post reports regarding the past
year’s unusual activities, Post
Americanism reports, a
membership turn-in,
recognition of the District 7
Legionnaire of the Year and an
address by State American
Legion Commander G. D.
“Hoot” Gibson of Sioux Falls.

The District 7 Auxiliary will
hold its convention meeting at
1:30 p.m. at the Tripp Fire Hall.

Legionnaire convention set

The FBI National Academy
(FBINA), one of the most
prestigious law enforcement
academies in the country, will
be getting a Canton
representative this spring:
Lieutenant
Chad Brown,
of the
Lincoln
County
sheriff ’s
Department,
formally of
Vermillion.

The
academy,
location in
Quantico,
VA, On the
U.S. Marine Corps Base, has
four sessions a year, roughly
corresponding to the season.
Each session allows only 250
law enforcement officers from
around the country and the
world, an elite group that now
includes Lt. Brown.
Approximately 10 percent come
from law enforcement agencies
outside the U.S.

The application process for
Brown began about a year ago,
when he submitted his
application to the local FBI
office in Minneapolis and was
given approval from his boss,
Sheriff Dennis Johnson.  He had
to undergo a series of
background checks and
interview as well.

Brown said typically officers
would expect to wait at least
three to four years to hear back
on their applications, with such
a competitive program.  Brown
heard back in half a year.

“I was not expecting it that
early!” he said.  Once the
application was sent in, he said
he almost pushed it to the back
of his mind, expecting to wait
several years for contact.

He learned of his acceptance
five months ago from the
Minneapolis office and received
the official letter two months
ago.

“Its definitely an honor, “ he
said.  “There’s a lot of
excitement.”

Brown’s training session
begins April 3 and goes through
June 10.

The 10 week training session,
taught by FBI teaching staff and
other professional educators,
will focus on leadership
development and emphasize
critical thinking.

Course offerings include
legal issues, leadership,
behavioral science, forensic
science, law enforcement
communication, fitness/health
and a specialized instruction
program in the law enforcement
arts.

Deputy to
attend FBI
training
academy

BROWN

Do you need 
a gift idea?
Subscriptions to 

the Plain Talk make
great presents.

Call 624-2695


