
The Vermillion Area Swim
Team finished the winter season
in fine fashion with nine of its
members attending one of the
biggest meets in the upper
Midwest – Midwest Regionals.

The meet was held at the
University of Minnesota
Aquatic Center, which has
hosted events such as the Big
Ten Championships, the
Minnesota Grand Prix and even
the U.S. Open and U.S. National
Championships. The venue
differs quite a bit from the
everyday pools around here –
with room for nearly 2700
spectators at the aquatic center.

The stands were nearly full
both days as many teams took
to the pool. The nine VAST
swimmers made a name for
themselves by finishing in the
23rd spot as a team in the
small-team division, out of 59.
There were only 11 teams
designated in the large division,
which includes teams of 30 or
more swimmers.  

Two VAST swimmers took
home bronze medals during the
two-day event. On Saturday, 11-
year-old Maddie Lavin looked
to cap off a great season when
she finished in third in the girls’
11-12 100-yard butterfly event.
She touched the wall at 1:08.51,
only .17 off of her personal best
she set at the State
Championships a month ago.
Lavin also finished in seventh
place in the 500-yard freestyle
and fifth in the 200-yard
individual medley.

Madisen Martinez finished
off her great season by taking
third place in the girls’ 11-12
50-yard breaststroke. Martinez
was fast off the blocks in a very
tight race, and touched the wall
at 33.92. First place was only .12
seconds faster.  

Her time in the 50-yard
breaststroke was good for a
National AAA time in the
event, and she only missed the
AAAA time by .83. Martinez
also missed by .7 of a second the
VAST team record in the event,
set in 2007. She remains the
lone qualifier for VAST to the
2012 14 & Under Central Zones
Championships held in
Wisconsin.  

Other great performances
were turned in all weekend.
Anna Van Holland, who
recently turned 11, but

competed in the 9-10 age group
all weekend, swam seven
individual events during the
weekend and recorded seven
new personal best times. She
finished as high as 18th place in
the 50-yard freestyle.

Kaitlin Todd, of Ponca, Neb.,
dropped 2.29 seconds off of her
personal best in the girls’ 15-18
200-yard backstroke. She
finished ninth in the event.
Todd also took 11th in the 200-
yard freestyle and dropped
nearly 3.5 seconds.

Anna Hackemer went to
Regionals to swim two
individual events, along with
two relays. On Sunday, she
smashed her best time in the
100-yard freestyle, finishing in
52nd place with a new best time
of 1:03.01.

Jacob Krier had a great meet
as well, finishing as high as
seventh in the 200-yard
backstroke in the boys’ 15-18
division. He also finished the
meet with a 100-yard freestyle
just .06 off of his personal best.

Hunter Lavin, 9, qualified to
swim in two events at
Regionals. Hunter took down
his personal best time in the
boys’ 9-10 50-yard breaststroke
by .4 of a second, finishing with
a 47.04.

Kyleigh Moran set three
personal bests all weekend. Her
biggest improvement came at
the end of the meet in the 100-
yard freestyle event, where she
dropped 1.13 seconds en route
to a 1:03.17. She also finished in
10th place in the girls’ 13-14
200-yard breaststroke.

Lexie Malimanek rounds out
all VAST swimmers at the
regional meet. Malimanek took
home a sixth place showing in
the girls’ 11-12 500-yard
freestyle, along with seventh-
place finishes in the 200-yard
freestyle and 100-yard butterfly
and an eighth-place finish in the
200-yard Individual Medley.

Martinez, Lavin, Malimanek
and Van Holland teamed up to
finish in seventh place in the
girls’ 12-and-under 200-yard
medley relay. Todd, Martinez,
Moran and Hackemer took 14th
place in the girls’ 18-and-under
200-yard medley relay.  

Head Coach Mike Moran
praised the efforts of the
swimmers at the meet and
everyone else on the team.  

“This was a great season for
everyone on the team,” Moran
said. “It was great to see
everyone make new personal
best times all year and watch
how the swimmers came to
practice, worked hard and were
rewarded for their hard work
and dedication. All of the
coaches couldn’t be prouder of
our entire team and now are
looking forward to the summer
season.”

VAST gets a much needed
break from the pool during the

month of April, but the
swimmers will be back at the
DakotaDome on Tuesday, May
1, for the first practice of the
summer season.

Coach Moran said that more
than a dozen children have
expressed interest in joining the
team this summer, and he likes
where VAST is going.

“We have already had a lot of
interest around the community
in our program, and that’s great
to see,” he said. “There will be
many new faces in the pool in

May, and all of the coaches are
excited about that.” 

Anyone can join the team. If
you are interested in VAST, you
are encouraged to visit the
team’s website at
www.vastsd.com. You can
contact the head coach for more

information via email at
vastcoach@yahoo.com.
Swimmers need to be at least 5
years old and be able to swim
one length of the pool at the
DakotaDome in order to
participate. VAST does not have
try-outs – everyone can swim.  
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Upcoming Sports Schedule

USD Softball hosts Oakland (DH) 2 p.m./4 p.m. April 6

USD Track & Field hots Dakota Duals TBA April 6

USD Softball hosts Oakland Noon April 7

Tanager Baseball at Mt. Vernon 2 p.m. April 9

Tanager Girls Golf at Dakota Valley 9 a.m. April 10

Tanager Boys Tennis at Brandon Valley 4 p.m. April 10

Tanager Track at Canton 4 p.m. April 10

USD Football Spring Practice 3:30 p.m. April 11 & 13

Tanager Track at Lennox 4 p.m. April 12

USD Softball hosts North Dakota State 2 p.m. April 13

USD Track & Field at Sioux City Relays TBA April 13-14

 What is ForkFly?
 Forkfly is a free website and a mobile app that 
 gives you access to local deals! Dozens of our most 
 popular local merchants are posting deals daily on 
 ForkFly. By simply signing up for free, you have 
 access to all these great local deals.

 Sign up today for ongoing discounts 
 from your favorite local merchants – for free!

 Get lots of great ongoing deals you’ll actually use...for free!

 Rita’s Purse-o-Nalities

 APPLIANCE/
 HEATING     &     COOLING Hardware

 Kopetsky’s

 Food Center
 Hardware  Brunick Furniture

 Lu Lu’ s

 We’re an equal opportunity employer

 Our growth has created openings with our teams in 
 Yankton, SD and Bloomfield, NE for high energy, self 
 motivated individuals who possess a  good phone 
 personality and enjoy helping people. 

 Collector:
 This position will contact customers by phone in order to secure 
 payment arrangements in an effort to improve the customers 
 financial situation. We provide options for financial assistance 
 by making recommendations and offering solutions.

 Customer Care:
 This position provides comprehensive, timely and professional 
 assistance to our customers that call in regarding questions or 
 problems on their accounts.  Additional compensation is 
 available through cross selling opportunities.  We have full time 
 positions with a variety of schedules available. 

 Apply online today at
 www.firstnational.com

 Join a Winning Team! 
 Customer Care Representatives & 
 Collection Representatives  Needed

 Yankton, SD
 605-665-4181

 We offer:
 •Vacation •Holiday Pay •401K 

 •Health, life, dental and vision insurance 
 •Long term/short term disability insurance 

 •Monthly incentive opportunities 
 •Flexible shifts 

 N o t i c e
 The Fairview Township Board 

 wants your input on a new maintainer.  
 If you have comments, plan on 
 attending an open meeting on 

 Tuesday, April 10th, 2012 • 7 P.M. at 
 the Burbank School.

 Carolyn Carlson
 624-4742

 Fairview Clerk

Lavin, Martinez take third place at regionals

Pictured are (back) Anna Van Holland, Jacob Krier, Kaitlin Todd, Kyleigh Moran, Anna Hackemer, Head Coach Mike Moran, and (front) Lexie
Malimanek, Hunter Lavin, Maddie Lavin, and Madisen Martinez.


