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University of South
Dakota mathematics
instructor Clark Bennett
has one objective.

“I’m spreading the
Gospel of Mathematics,”
he said, borrowing a
phrase from USD
emeritus, Dr. Andy
Karantinos.

In his own words,
Bennett said he is
working to “alleviate the
math phobia” that exists
in many students.

“There really doesn’t
need to be one,” he said.
“I don’t know if it’s just
something they picked
up, or if they had one bad
teacher along the way and
then that tainted them for
the rest of their career. 

“But, if you just look at
mathematics with an
open mind and are
willing to try a few
different things, you can
get through it and you
can understand it,” he
said.

Bennett never had a
math phobia of his own.

“From the very

beginning I always
enjoyed doing
mathematics,” the Anoka,
MN, native said. “I was
decent at it, so I thought,
‘Well, let’s pursue this
subject.’”

He received his BS in
mathematics from USD
in 2000, and his MA in
2002.

He has been an
instructor at USD since
2004.

“Basically, what I’m
qualified to do would be
the entire calculus
sequence and anything
below it,” he said. “I teach
whatever they need me to
teach during the
semester.”

Some of those courses
have included Finite
Mathematics, Pre-
Calculus, Survey of
Calculus, College
Algebra, Statistics and
Trigonometry.

“I just like number-
crunching,” Bennett said.
“I can see relationships
with (numbers) and I
could work with them. It
just was appealing to my
mind.”

Bennett also works as

one of the organizers of
Science Olympiad, and as
one of the writers of the
annual Merten Hasse
Mathematics Contest.

When he’s not at work,
Bennett likes spending
time with his wife Heidi,
and playing with their
two daughters.

Some of his other
hobbies include collecting
autographs – of which he
has several hundred –
and World War II-era
aviation.

“I obviously don’t have
a plane, but it’s just a
period of time that’s of
interest to me, because
you went from biplanes to

jets and rockets,” he said.
“There were a lot of
advances that happened
there, and a lot of very
good planes.”

When it comes to
mathematics, Bennett
said one of the biggest
issues he finds is that
students rate their scores
against those of others.

“They look at the
person across the room
and say, ‘Well, he gets 99
or she gets 100, and I’m
getting 70 or 80.’ They’re
constantly comparing
themselves to those other
people,” he said.

Bennett said he always
tries to reassure them,
and to help them see the

big picture.
“I say, ‘Look, how will

their score affect you in
five years? It won’t. Their
grade is not going on
your transcript. You’re
not facing off against

them. You’re playing the
house, you’re playing
against yourself. So just
do the best you can.
That’s all I ask.’”

Bennett works to spread ‘the
Gospel of Mathematics’
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 Very Nice, Ready to Move into, Single Story, 
 1-Bedroom  Home in Burbank, SD

 AT AUCTION
 Tuesday, April 17th • 5:00 p.m.

 LEGAL:   Lot 12, Blk 8, Town of Burbank, Clay County, SD.  Taxes are $358.76
 Floor Plan of this home consists of kitchen with cabinets & appliances; living room; 
 bedroom with closet; full bath; front and rear entrances with carpet throughout the home. 
 There is also full basement.  This home has a Lennox propane furnace and central air 
 conditioning; both new in 2009.  There is a gas water heater and a new septic tank in 2002.  
 There is also a  1000gal LP tank on property that goes with the home.  Property is 
 connected to Clay Rural Water System.  There is an unattached single car garage and also a 
 storage shed.  This is a very well kept home that is super clean and is ready to move into.  If 
 you are looking for a small home or a rental property in a quite community close to 
 Vermillion, this home is for you.  Make plans to attend an open house or call the auction 
 company. Watch upcoming paper for personal property listing.
 TERMS:   $5,000 nonrefundable down payment due day of auction with balance due on 
 closing day of May 17, 2012.  Possession on closing.  Taxes prorated to day of closing.  Title 
 insurance and closing costs will be split 50/50 between buyer & seller. Clay County Abstract 
 & Title Co is the closing agent.  Auctioneers are acting as agents for the seller.

 RICHARD  CAYCE, Owner

 Personal 
 Property Sells 

 at 4 p.m.
            Located:  

 46896 Main St., 
 Burbank, SD

 (1 Block North of Whimp’s)

 ‘07 Buick - Camper - Boat - Guns - Lawn & Garden & More
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 REAL ESTATE SELLS AT 5 PM
 CARS, GUNS & SPORTING EQUIPMENT WILL SELL 

 AT 6 PM
 Located:  46896 MAIN STREET, BURBANK, SD

  (1 BLOCK NORTH OF WHIMP’S)
 Car—Camper—Boat:   20007 Buick Lucerne CXL, leather, loaded, gray, 49K actual miles; ‘90 Scamp 6’x10’ 
 pull type camper, super clean; ‘66 ACB 16ft alum boat & trailer, side console, with 15hp Evinrude mo tor;
 Hand Guns:   S&W 19-3 .357 Mag revolver w/ box; High Standard Supermatic Citation Mdl 106 .22 pistol w/ 
 box; Walter P-38 Interarms Import 9mm pistol w/ box; Colt 1911 “Gold Cup” .45acp auto w/ box; Thomps on 
 “Contender” .44 mag w/ Leopold scope & holster; 4-shot Ethan-Allen pepper box .345 cal kit gun; Ben 
 Franklin .22cal pellet pistol w/ Box;
 Long GUNS:   Rem Mdl 7600 .270 pump w/ Redfield 4x scope; Rem Mdl 11-48 12ga auto; Savage Mdl 29B 
 .22 pump; Stevens Mdl 87D .22 auto; 9mmx19 Manurhin – Duhaut – Rhin auto; Italian 7.62mm military ri fle; 
 2003 Daisy pellet pistol; Daisy pellet rifle; 
 SPORTING GOODS:   .270 Brass & ammo; Monomelt Lead melting pot; .44mag ammo; Dies--.45acp, .38sp, 
 .270, .300 Savage; Lead bullets--.357, .38, & .44; RCBS Press; partial case of vintage Remington “Ta rget” 
 ammo; Misc reloading supplies; sev boxes of shells ( 22, 270’s, 45’s, 12ga etc); camping lanterns; c amp 
 stoves; waders; rods; reels; fishing tackle; coolers; live trap; camping heater; lead; lawn chairs;  hunting 
 clothes; sleeping bags; life jackets; targets; scopes; equalizer hitch; queen size air mattress; 
 LAWN & GARDEN & TOOLS:   2006 Big-Tex 4x8 lawn mower trailer; Craftsman LT1000 riding mower w/ 
 bagger; Yardman 5.5hp snowblower Mdl 611 w/ elec start—like new; Lawnboy sp mower; 1750 PSI power 
 washer;  Craftsman leaf blower; Mac gas weed eater; Remington elec weed eater; Campbell House port.  air 
 comp.; sev 18v cordless drills; Makita saws-all; air tools – grinder, chisel, sanders, saws, impacts ; elec Makita 
 side grinders; sanders; jig saw; drill bits; Wagner paint sprayer; drill bit sharpener; battery char ger; sockets; 
 3⁄4” sockets; saws; testers; lg assorted hand tools; Craftsman chain saw; cords; wheelbarrow; yard &  garden 
 tools; saw horses; car ramps; lawn spreader; trailer tires; chains; alum ext ladder; step ladder; 6”  bench 
 grinder; tree saw; hedge trimmers; floor jacks; Chilton books; new Safety water heater tank; shop va c; 
 HOUSEHOLD:   LG 42” flat screen TV w/ stand; Magnavox VCR & DVD player; Roper elec dryer (2yr old); GE 
 washer (2 yr old); sm chest freezer; Sunheat port heater; loveseat hide a bed –like new; recliner; d inette 
 table & 2 chairs; 3pc bedroom set; computer desk & chain; twin bed; oak desk & chair; 4 drawer file;
 dehumidifier; microwave & stand; hall tree; wardrobe; fans; lamps; end tables; pots; pans; dishes; e lec 
 appliances; pictures; bedding; linens; color scanner for photos; gas BBQ grill; new bath chair; misc  supplies; 
 Kirby vac; port sewing machine; Sentry 1230 safe; 
 HAM Radio Equip., ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES:   HAM Radio Equipment—Transmitters & receivers; 48’ 
 tower; sev radios; Capital #43 clock; 1901 Clay Co Atlas; Airforce uniform; Neu Hermes port engravin g 
 machine; V-Master Deluxe cigarette maker; Dura Built fully auto folding iron; misc dishes
 Terms:     Cash or Good check.  SD sales tax applies.  Not responsible for accidents
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