
The South Dakota Board of
Regents Thursday approved
tuition and mandatory fees for
the upcoming academic year.
The impact to students within
the public university system is
an average cost increase of
$463.97 per year, or 6.5 percent.

“We sought to keep this cost
to students as low as possible,
while still addressing

enrollment growth, service to
students, and delivering the
highest quality education
possible,” said Regents President
Kathryn Johnson.

For the first time in 15 years,
the board adopted differential
tuition rates for the three
research universities within the
system: South Dakota State
University, The University of

South Dakota, and South
Dakota School of Mines and
Technology. This will allow
those universities to generate
and retain more tuition income
in support of their broader
research mission, as well as
better align actual costs with the
tuition charged.

Resident undergraduate
students at the research

institutions will pay tuition of
$129.90 per credit hour, while
the rate for students attending
Black Hills State University,
Dakota State University, and
Northern State University will
be charged at $124.20 per credit
hour.

On average, an in-state
undergraduate student taking
30 credit hours next year will

pay $7,563.67 for tuition and
the two fees paid by all
students—the University
Support Fee and the General
Activity Fee. These new rates
are effective for the 2012-13
academic year that begins this
summer.

As a result of board action
last fall to decrease the number
of credits required for most

bachelor-degree programs from
128 to 120, Johnson also noted
there will now be an average
savings of $500 per year, or
$2,000 in total savings, for
students on a four-year degree
path. “We believe this is a very
positive step to help students
graduate earlier and with less
debt,” she said.
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Sanford Health has purchased
two King Air 200 airplanes that
are based in Fargo, ND, and will
serve patients across thousands of
miles in the Midwest. Previously,
Sanford’s team in Fargo leased
one airplane from a local
company.

The airplanes serve every
kind of patient, from the smallest
of babies to the most critically
injured adults. Each airplane is
able to transport two patients,
two medical teams (up to five
flight nurses and paramedics) and
two pilots. The aircrafts can travel
approximately 310 mph and are

able to transport patients
anywhere in the continental U.S.
and areas of Canada. The planes
are outfitted with the latest
emergency transport features and
also have autopilot, which is like
having an additional pilot in the
aircraft.

The cost of each plane was
$2.2 million and includes
everything from painting to
outfitting with specialized
medical equipment. Sanford’s
transition to owning the planes
(instead of leasing) is a more cost-
effective practice in the industry
and will save resources over time.

Sanford Health expands
air-ambulance fleet


