
is not exactly an easy process – at first.
There are certain techniques one can
follow, but for a novice, the process at
first appears about as easy as wrestling an
alligator.

That’s why pool sessions like the one
held Saturday are so important, Peterson
said.

“We’ve done pool sessions in other
communities, and that’s actually how I
got involved with it,” Peterson said. “I
read somewhere online about pool
sessions where you practice dumping out
and getting back in (the kayak). 

“I went and met these guys,” she said,
speaking of association staff that included
personnel in the water that were giving
one-on-one instruction to the
participants. “They’re nice, and they
make you feel comfortable in an uneasy
situation, because when you watch
people try to get back in after the wet
exits, it’s very awkward, and you look
pretty funny.

“These guys can take care of you with
a straight face and make you feel
successful no matter how much
floundering you’ve done,” Peterson said.

Those “flounderers” Saturday
morning included Susan Hackemer of
Vermillion.

“I’m a total novice,” she said, when
asked about her kayaking experience.
“Today is maybe my third time in a
kayak, on very calm water, so it’s hard to
say I’ve really kayaked before this.”

She decided to take advantage of
Saturday’s session to learn more about
the basics of operating the craft.

“The stereotypes in kayaking are the
tipping over and it being hard to get back
in. I’d like to kayak, and I think it just
seemed like this is a great opportunity for
getting in and out of the kayak, to better
master getting back into a kayak after
tipping,” Hackemer said.

She admitted it seemed like a
daunting task at first.

“He (the instructor) had me try it
(getting back in the kayak) one way first,
and that felt like it was going to be
impossible, but then after he showed me
a second, alternative way of getting in, I
knew immediately that I would be able to
do that,” Hackemer said. “I couldn’t really
do it the first time, but I did the second
time just fine.”

That new awareness on Hackemer’s
part means one of the goals of Saturday’s

session was successfully met.
Bies said organizers wanted

participants to “have some awareness of
what types of things one would do next if
they did tip over. The main thing is to
hold on to your paddle, paddle with a
group so you can get help to either get
back into your boat or get to shore, and
then sort of regroup and go from there.”

The other goal is to get people in the
Vermillion hooked on the sport. The
benefits, Peterson said, are beyond what
one would expect.

Anyone interested in taking up the
sport of kayaking doesn’t need special
training to master navigating on the
water. Peterson does suggest, however,
that novices do their paddling with
experienced sportsmen.

“Things like this pool session, I
think, are wonderful in terms of safety,
but honestly, if you go out with
someone who knows what they are
doing, it starts to become pretty
intuitive,” she said.

Her first kayaking experience was in
a small lake. “Within about two
minutes, I wanted to go bigger, farther
– all of that stuff,” she said. 

Saturday morning, in the
DakotaDome pool, Peterson believed
she witnessed a young girl achieve a
similar experience.

“I watched a 7-year-old go out in
my little kayak, learning how to back
up a little bit, and learning how to
steer, and she has no fear,” she said. “I

think the earlier you can start them
out, the better.”

Thanks to Saturday’s session,
Hackemer has gained more confidence,
too.

“I would like to kayak some more,”
she said.

Learn more about the South Dakota
Canoe and Kayak Association by
logging on to
http://sdcka.blogspot.com/.

03/24/13 20:35 – A deputy
found boards with nails in them
on 302nd St. It appeared they fell
from a vehicle. The deputy
removed the debris from the
road.

03/25/13 18:35 – A deputy
served a protection order to a
Vermillion man.

03/25/13 18:50 – A vehicle was
observed with a non-functioning
tail light and brake light. The
driver was stopped and notified of
the problem.

03/26/13 06:56 – A report was
received of a horse on the
highway on 456th Ave. A deputy
responded and located the owner
who removed the horse from the
road.

03/26/13 12:25 – A report was
received of llamas on the highway
near Wakonda. A deputy
responded and did not locate any
llamas. A message was left for the
owner.

03/26/13 13:29 – A deputy
responded to Irene after receiving
a report of a non-injury accident
on private property. An accident
report was completed.

03/26/13 13:30 – A deputy
took a report of a sweepstakes
fraud attempt. The reporting
party had been suspicious from
the beginning so he did not pay
any money or given out any
personal information. The
Attorney General’s Office was
notified.

03/26/13 13:59 – A wanted
person who was arrested in
Winner for Clay County charges
was transported to Yankton on a
prisoner shuttle. A deputy met the

shuttle in Yankton and
transported the inmate to the
Clay County Jail.

03/26/13 16:23 – A deputy
mediated a dispute between a
man and his ex-wife. The dispute
was over ownership of some
property and a child refusing to
live with the custodial parent. The
teenager was informed he needed
to stay with the custodial parent
until a court ordered a change in
custody.

03/26/13 19:30 – A deputy
followed up with new
information on a previously
reported prowler complaint in
Wakonda. The investigation is
continuing.

03/26/13 20:44 – Officers
checked a rural residence where
the homeowner had returned to
find a door open. No one was
found in the residence and
nothing was disturbed.

03/27/13 00:27 – A deputy
received a request to check on the
welfare of a baby in Wakonda
because of suspicions of drug use.
The mother and baby were not
located. This information was
passed on to the caller. Deputies
will continue to attempt to locate
the woman to assess the baby.

03/27/13 09:00 – The School
Resource Officer investigated a
report of a Jolley School student
assaulting another on the
playground. This student has
been previously disciplined for
violence. This case was forwarded
to the States Attorney for
consideration of juvenile
delinquency charges.

03/27/13 09:11 – A deputy

responded to a report from a
parent of a child in Wakonda
refusing to go to school. The
deputy convinced the boy that he
needed to go to school.

03/27/13 11:03 – A deputy
encountered a disabled vehicle on
the highway. The driver had
already called for assistance so no
further assistance was required.

03/27/13 13:33 – A patient was
transported from the Sanford
Emergency Room to the Human
Services Center in Yankton for an
involuntary mental health
committal.

03/27/13 15:41 – An inmate
was transported from the State
Penitentiary Trustee unit in
Yankton to the Clay County Jail
for a court appearance.

03/27/13 19:39 – A deputy
transported a patient from
Sanford Emergency Room to the
Human Services Center in
Yankton for an involuntary
mental health committal.

03/28/13 12:05 – A deputy
responded with fire units to a
controlled burn that got out of
control. The fire had been started
in Union County. The Union
County Sheriff ’s Office was
notified.

03/28/13 12:22 – An inmate
was transported from the Clay
County Jail to the Yankton State
Trustee Unit after being brought
here for a court appearance.

03/28/13 14:31 – A driving
complaint was received about a
pickup pulling a trailer loaded

with crushed cars. The caller
complained about erratic driving.
A deputy located the vehicle and
observed Motor Carrier offenses.
Motor Carrier Officers with SD
DOT followed up with those
issues.

03/28/13 14:54 – A deputy
received an anonymous
complaint of mistreatment of
dogs in Irene. The Irene Police
Department was notified and it
was found that the Irene Police
Chief was aware of it and would
follow up. This information was
passed along to the caller.

03/29/13 01:35 – A caller
reported a vehicle in the ditch on
Highway 46. A deputy responded
and found a pickup with a flat tire
parked in a field approach. The
driver was not present but the
vehicle had no damage and had
not been in an accident. A
message was left for the registered
owner to contact the Sheriff ’s
Office if he needed any assistance.

03/29/13 10:52 – Two inmates
were transported to the Union
County Jail for temporary
holding due to overcrowding in
the Clay County Jail.

03/29/13 11:16 – A deputy
responded along with fire units to
a grass fire near Bluff Road and
Frog Creek Road.

03/29/13 14:08 – Deputies
investigated reports a person
wanted in Lincoln County was
residing in a barn at a rural
residence. The man was not
found and was reported to be out

of state now.
03/29/13 14:40 – A deputy

assisted a motorist with alternate
directions around bridge
construction since the implement
he was pulling was too wide to fit.

03/29/13 19:53 – A deputy
investigated allegations of one
inmate passing medication to
another in the jail. The matter is
under investigation

03/30/13 01:37 – A group was
found camping at the Clay
County Park boat ramp. Camping
is not permitted in this area so the
group was given information
about an approved camping
location.

03/30/13 03:18 – A report was
received of a man walking on
Highway 50 and not dressed for
the weather. A deputy responded
and found an intoxicated man
walking to Yankton. The man was
given a ride to his friend’s
residence in Gayville.

03/30/13 11:37 – A caller
reported a dog was running on
the Burbank Road. The caller was
concerned for the dog. A deputy

responded but the dog was no
longer in the area.

03/30/13 18:17 – A caller
reported losing two pistols. The
weapons will be entered into a
national database. The matter is
under investigation.

03/30/13 18:45 – Deputies
responded to a report of a dog
attacking a child at a neighbor’s
residence. Clothing was torn but
the child was not injured. The dog
had previously bitten a neighbor.
The neighbor had shot and
injured the dog. The dog owner
agreed to humanely euthanize the
wounded dog.

03/30/13 20:12 – Deputies
assisted with an ongoing dispute
over personal property owned by
a couple who is divorcing.

03/30/13 21:01 – A deputy
investigated a car/deer crash east
of Vermillion on Highway 50.

03/30/13 23:04 – A deputy
investigated a report of a party on
a gravel road near Hub City. No
one under 21 was found drinking
and no citations were issued.

Total Records: 36
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 •Cosmetic •Implants 
 •General Practice 
 •Single Visit Crowns 
 •Braces For Adults & Children 
 •Invisalign    �

 Dental Excellence for 
 Children & Adults

 HOURS :  Monda y  –  Friday, 8:3 0 – 5:30
 1 7 1 4 East Cherry Street, Vermillion 

   605.624.62 9 1

  • Coins-Gold, Silver & Platinum  
 • Bullion-Gold, Silver  & Platinum 
 • Silver Flat Ware  • Silver Jewelry 
 • Gold Jewelry  • Broken Chains  

 • Old Rings • Bracelets 
 • Dental Gold

  2901 Broadway,  Suite E 
 Next to Sears 

 Yankton, SD 57078 

 605-260-4653
 Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10AM-5PM, 

 Sat. 10AM-4PM
 www.midwestgold-silver.com

 Convert Your Unwanted Gold & Silver 
 & Receive Your Cash Today

 Director of Service 
 Coordination

 ••• 
 SESDAC, Inc. , a nationally accredited non-profit organization that 
 supports individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, 

 is seeking a Director of Service Coordination.
 The Director of Service Coordination (DSC) will oversee the day 
 to day operations and management of the Service Coordination 

 department by providing leadership, training, and direction to 
 assigned staff. The DSC will lead and participate in state and national 

 certifications and reviews, facilitate and plan the admission and 
 discharge process, and is responsible for the overall planning and 

 coordinating of services to people we support. The DSC will serve 
 as a member of the Senior Leadership Team responsible for guiding 

 and leading the organization.
 Candidates will be a forward thinking leader, have superior oral and 
 written communication skills, and knowledge of national and state 

 accreditation standards.  Candidates will have a minimum of a 
 bachelor’s degree in a related discipline and 5 years’ experience in 

 working with persons with disabilities.  Supervisory experience 
 necessary. Salary dependent on qualifications and experience.  

 Excellent benefit package.  
 •••

 Please send a letter of interest and resume to:   SESDAC, Inc. 
 1314 E. Cherry St., Vermillion, SD 57069 or email to:  

 employment@sesdac.org
 Position Closes May 10th

 Beresford Zion United 
 Methodist Church

 Roast Beef Dinner

 Sunday April 14, 11-2

 Salad and Dessert Bar
 Adults - $10.00 

 Children 5-10 - $5
 4 and under Free

If you tip over while in a kayak, how do you get back in? Susan Hackemer of Vermillion listens as Roger Debates of Brookings (at left) gives advice on how to best do that
during Saturday’s session. 

(Photo by David Lias)
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