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A traditional staple of
school sack lunches – a
peanut butter and jelly
sandwich – will no longer
be allowed at Austin and
Jolley elementary schools
under a new allergen
policy recently approved
by the Vermillion School
Board.

The school board,
after accepting several
months worth of
conversation, study and
input from a citizens'
committee, has crafted
and approved the policy
with the goal of
minimizing health risks
and providing a safe
educational environment
for all students. 

“We know that peanut
allergies and nut allergies
are potentially life
threatening,” said Kim
Johnson, Austin School
administrator, who
helped organize the
committee and the study
that lead to this
formation of the policy.
“We wanted to be sure
that we were doing
everything possible to
keep our students safe.”

She noted that from
1997 through 2008, the
number of children with
peanut allergies has
tripled in the United
States. 

Under this new policy,
Austin and Jolley schools
will be declared
nut/peanut safe, and nut

products will not be
allowed in either
building. As a proactive
practice to prevent
exposure to allergens or
infectious disease, only
prepackaged items with
ingredient labels will be
allowed for classroom
snacks.

If a student brings
nut/peanut products in a
home lunch, the lunch
will be taken. A teacher
or staff member will
explain why the lunch
was taken, and an
alternative lunch will be
provided. School staff
will also call the parents
that day, explaining the
incident. The foods the
child brought that
contained nut products
will be identified so
future problems can be
avoided and the parent
will be informed to pick
up the lunch.

Johnson said signs will
be placed near every
entrance of the two
schools stating that they
are “nut safe” facilities. A
dialogue will also be held
with the community and
especially parents of
students attending the
schools explaining that
no peanut products are
allowed in the two
buildings.

The policy calls for
offering education and
awareness training to
students, parents and
community groups
concerning the policy's
guidelines. Plans shall be
put into place for

responding in a timely
manner to emergency
situations involving
students with food
allergies.

School Board member
Dave Stammer, noting
the difficulty of keeping
all peanut products out
of a school setting, asked
if designating the two
schools as “nut safe” may
give a false sense of
security.

“We talked about that
a lot,” said Chris Esping,
president of the school
board who also served on
the committee that
helped craft the policy.
“Ideally, we would want
to be peanut free, but we
also said there is no way
that we can guarantee
that. They (the school
staff) are going to police
it as best as they can, but
there could be a child
that brings a peanut
butter sandwich to
school.”

Stammer also noted
that typical fundraisers
sponsored by student or
children's groups often
feature the selling of
candy bars and other
food products that could
contain nut products. 

“Would those be
allowed … if it's not to be

consumed on school
property, if it's still
wrapped in its package,
would it still be allowed
in the school?” Stammer
asked. “I want it (the
policy) to be safe, but at
the same time, I don't
want it to change
everything that we do
and think.”

Johnson admitted that
the scenario Stammer
introduced would need
further scrutiny.

School board member
Shannon Fairholm noted
that steps are already
being taken, including
the following of certain
protocols, to try to
eliminate allergen
problems at Austin
Elementary.

“Why do you feel that
that is not currently
working?” she asked
Johnson.

“Currently, it is
working, in that we
haven't had any exposure
or allergic reactions,”
Johnson replied, “but
there still is that risk of
cross contamination.”

Special cleaning
protocols are followed to
treat school lunch tables
where a student may have
dined on foods
containing nut products. 

“However, say for
example a child who had
a peanut butter sandwich
for lunch goes to the
computer lab and is on
the keyboard and leaves
residue on a keyboard,”
Johnson said. “That lab is
busy all day long, and a
child will likely visit it
that is allergic and that
residual exposure can be
enough to cause a
reaction.”

The goal of the
committee initially was to
limit the scope of the
policy to the district's
youngest students, who
attend Austin Elementary.

“However, in the last
meeting, the committee's
perspective changed on
that,” Johnson said. 

“The hard part was
trying to determine
where that age happens
where kids become
responsible,” said
Matthew Krell, MD, a
pediatrician with the
Vermillion Medical Clinic
who also serves on the
allergen study committee.
“A fifth-grader is
probably old enough to
identify that he or she has
this allergy, but where is
the second-grader who
just gets sent to Jolley?”

Kids of that age, Krell

said, likely may not fully
be aware of all foods that
may contain nut
products. “That where
was some of the
determination came in to
involve both elementary
schools,” he said.

School staff will
provide approved snack
lists to parents, and only
approved snacks will be
allowed in classrooms.
The policy suggests that
families provide a non-
food item for the
classroom for student
birthday celebrations
rather than treats.

Krell noted that the
committee decided it was
more realistic to
designate Austin and
Jolley schools as “peanut
safe” rather than “peanut
free” after studying
allergen policies in other
school districts.

“There's going to be
times when peanuts get
in,” he said. “In the best
case scenario, where you
are watching everybody,
there are going to be
times where it gets in.
The idea is try to create
an environment for those
kids who are most at risk
in which we're decreasing
that risk.”
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 3 Bedroom Ranch 
 Style Home

 Tuesday Evening May 7th   6:30pm

 DALE & DEB JORGENSEN, Owners

 Located:  47762 Richland Street, 
 Richland, SD.

 OPEN HOUSES :   Friday evening April 19th 6 to 7 p.m. & 
 Sunday evening April 21st  6 to 7 p.m. 

 This well kept, 3-bedroom manufactured home was built in 1982. It has 
 1,352 square feet of living space with 2 baths (one has just been remodeled 

 with a walk in shower),  kitchen, dining room, large living room and utility 
 room.  The home features vaulted ceilings.  It has propane heat, central air 

 conditioning, 9x18’ screened-in porch and there is a well on the property.  The 
 vinyl siding and seamless gutters were new in 2011.  There is an oversized 

 unattached garage with workbench.  Also on the property are 2 recently built 
 storage sheds along with a concrete underground storm shelter.  This home 
 comes complete with all appliances and sits on approximately 1/2-acre of 
 land.  If you are looking for a home in a quiet community, be sure to check 

 this out at one of the open houses.

 LEGAL:   Lot 21, 22, & 27, BLK2, Richland Town, Union County, South Dakota

 TERMS :  10% nonrefundable down payment due day of auction with 
 balance due on closing day of June 7, 2013.  Title insurance and closing costs 
 will be split 50/50 between the buyer and the seller.  Union County Title Co is 

 the closing agent.  Possession on closing.  Taxes will be prorated to day of 
 closing.  Taxes are $817.88.  Auctioneers are acting as agents for the seller.

 Girard Auction 
 & Land Brokers, Inc.
 (605) 267-2421
  Toll Free:  1-866-531-6186

 www.GirardAuction.com

 Marv Girard, BA #12399; Ken Girard, CAI, AARE Broker #10183; 
 Mike Girard, CAI, BA #13549; Mike Manning, BA #11605

 FARM TOY -- ESTATE AUCTION
 SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2013

 LOCATED:  LAUREL, NEBRASKA – CITY AUDITORIUM  (Laurel, 
 Nebraska is located approx. 40 minutes west of Sioux City, IA on 

 US Hwy 20)

 AUCTION STARTS @ 10:00 A.M.  LUNCH AVAILABLE

 AUCTIONEERS NOTE :   It is our pleasure to welcome you to the 
 first in several auctions for the Joe Schlichting Estate.  Joe attended many 
 auctions over the past several years and has acculumulated a vast 
 assortment of Toys & Pedal Tractors & Pedal Toys.  This is just the first of 
 many more Auctions to come.  We have cataloged 350 lots that will be 
 available to on line bidders as well as in house bidder participants.  For 
 complete listing & photos visit our web site www.MCHJAUCTIONEERS.COM 
 OR https://www.proxibid.com/asp/catalog.asp?aid=64463
 PEDAL TOYS : JD LGT – Old Restoration, JD “A” – Ertl- New, JD 4020 
 Ertl – New, Caterpillar D-4 – w/ Metal Tracks, Blade, Tool Box, - Poor 
 Restoration (New London Metal), Farmall “M” – Scale Model, IHC 400 – 
 Eska Customized, JD Small 60 Casting – Poor Restoration, Oliver 70 RC 
 Tractor – Scale Model, Massey Harris -- Ertl, Jeep Pedal Car, Fire Pedal Car, 
 Murray Pedal Car, Garden Mark Tractor, Murray Dump Trac
 FARM TOYS:   Large Assortment of Farm Toys of All Types, & Brands.  
 Some toys are in their original boxes & some toys are original & some 
 restored .--  JD 6600 Combine, JD 12A & JD 30 Auger Combines, Custom 2 & 
 4 Bottom Plows, New Holland Combines & Windrowers, JD Long Lever 
 Manure Spreader & box, JD 60 w/ Loader, JD Short Nose Corn Picker, JD 
 Disk w/ Original Box,  JD Crawler, JD 430 Tractor, JD A w/ Man, AC Precision 
 Engineering Tractor & Disk, Oliver Toys: Including Pull Type Balers, Grain 
 Drill, Tractors Etc.  Slik Toys, True Scale toys, Hubley Crawler. IH Toys 
 including 450,806,856,1206, TD 24 Crawler, TD-25 Crawler, Case, Farmall, 
 David Bradley, Ford, Cockshut, Farmall Cub Tractors, Numerous Collector 
 Edition Toys, JD, IHC, & Other Brands, Plus Shelf Model Toys, Precision Toys 
 including;  JD A & JD A w/ 290 Cultivator, JD 494 Planter, JD 4020 & 314 
 Baler, JD 45 Combine, AC, Farmall F-20 & Regular, McCormick 200 
 Spreader, IHC 5 million, & Other boxed IHC Tractors & Implements, Large 
 Offering of John Deere Two Cylinder Club Toys, Several Toy Farmer Tractors 
 from 80’s, 90’s & 2000’s, Numerous Ontario Toy Tractors, Rehl JD 840 
 Scraper, Custom Toys including:  MM Corn Sheller, Cottonwood Acres, (2) 
 Custom Thrashers, JD 730 Puller, AC Model 100 Self Propelled Combine, 
 MH 2 Row Picker, AC WD-45 w/ 2 Row Picker & More. Kruse 1/12 Wooden 
 JD A & JD D, Several Other Miscellaneous Farm Toys & Farm Toy Parts & 
 Repairs

 VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR COMPLETE LISTING
 & MANY PHOTOS

 www.MCHJAUCTIONEERS.COM
 TERMS: CASH OR BANKABLE CHECK.

 NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR THEFT.
 AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

 CREAMER HEIMES JANSSEN AUCTIONEERS
 & APPRAISERS L.L.C.

 RYAN CREAMER 402-254-9753
 ALTON HEIMES 402-254-3315

 ROGER JANSSEN: 402-388-4409

ONLINE ONLY UNRESERVED AUCTION
www.bigiron.com

Wednesday, May 1, 2013
First Lots Scheduled to Close at 10:00 AM Central Time

NO BUYERS PREMIUM FEE & NO RESERVES!!
536 Lots Selling!

28 Balers, 16 Rakes, 19 Mower Conditioners/Windrowers, 19 Tractors, 
10 Planters, 4 Drills, 4 Grain Carts, 13 Sprayers, 2 Wheel Loaders, 
4 Semi Trucks, 9 Straight Trucks, Trailers, Blue Spruce Trees, Tillage 
Equipment, Livestock Equipment and much more!
Visit www.bigiron.com for owner names, items locations & phone numbers.

The next BigIron.com auction is on May 8!!
Big Iron is seeking motivated sales representatives and

 managers, send your resume to employment@bigiron.com 
BigIron.com is a division of Stock Auction Company, 1-800-937-3558


