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 Now Hiring!

 3229 Gordon Drive, Sioux City, IA
 Located in strip mall by Gordon Drive Hy-Vee

 14 Years of Serving Siouxland

 Assembly/Fabrication/Material Handlers -   in North 
 Sioux City, SD  $8.50 - $10/hr

 Indoor Construction Workers -   in Elk Point, SD 
 $10/hr

 Production/Freezer/Cooler Workers    - in Le Mars, IA 
 $11.50 - $12/hr

product of persistence on the part
of USD President James Abbott,
and generosity on the part of the
Freedom Forum.

“Jim Abbott came to us with
the idea,” Neuharth said in 2003.
“The ROTC was in here, and
(South Dakota) Public
Broadcasting badly needed some
modernization of its facilities.”

Neuharth retired from
Gannett when he turned 65, but
didn’t leave the journalistic stage.
He instead took over the Gannett
Foundation in 1989, the
company’s charitable arm, and
created the Freedom Forum,
which promotes First
Amendment issues and
newsroom diversity. It also built a
museum of journalism, the
Newseum, in Washington, DC.

“He absolutely loved coming
back to South Dakota,” Marsh
said of his long-time boss. “He
came back to the USD campus, he
visited frequently in Eureka where
he was born – in fact, he bought
the house in Eureka where he was
born, fixed it up, and it became a
family retreat.

“He would visit Crazy Horse
Memorial every year, at least once
and sometimes several times,” he
said. Marsh said Neuharth
insisted on driving himself when
traveling throughout South

Dakota. “He refused to turn over
the car keys. Driving relaxed him,
and he loved to explore South
Dakota.”

Neuharth didn’t use Twitter or
write a blog. He wrote a weekly
column for USA Today simply
called “Plain Talk,” and he banged
it out using a manual typewriter. 

However, Neuharth was
excited about the new possibilities
that emerging communication
technology is offering the
newspaper industry.

“Here’s a man that came from a
print tradition, but he understood
that the future is going to involve all
sorts of mediums – some of them
not even dreamed of yet,” Marsh
said. “He was so excited about the
internet and digital media and
about all of the electronic media
and the possibilities of delivering
news and information to people
when they wanted it and how they
wanted it.

“That may seem odd from a
man who still used a manual
typewriter, but Al Neuharth
remained a visionary until the
end,” Marsh said.

Working relationship
Marsh, at age 22, was hired as a

reporter of the newspaper in
Rochester, NY. Neuharth was the
paper’s general manager at the
time. The two men really didn’t
get to know each other at that
time. 

“Al Neuharth and I really
started to click when I was
transferred to South Dakota in
1992 to become editor of the

Argus Leader,” he said. “We’d stay
in touch. He was interested in
what was going on in his home
state; sometimes I’d get a phone
call from him, other times if he
was visiting the state he’d ask if I’d
come along with him.”

One night, during a casual
meeting in Sioux Falls, Marsh
suggested that Neuharth play a
role in helping to improve the
journalism program at his alma
mater. Marsh also offered to work
for him to help achieve those
goals.

“Practically on the spot, he
said, ‘let’s make that happen,’ and
by the next day, essentially I was
hired to run the program,” he
said, “and we just started this 15
years of working together where I
became responsible for everything
named for him.

“It was an amazing
opportunity for me. The highest
privilege of my entire career was
working for Al Neuharth, serving
Al Neuharth and advancing his
legacy,” he said. 

Neuharth’s life will be
celebrated, he added, publicly on
the USD campus sometime in the
near future. “We’re not ready to
announce the date, but it will be
sometime in May, I expect,”
Marsh said. 
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Volante beginning with her
freshman year and worked as
editor-in-chief in 2008. She
graduated from USD in 2009
and received her master’s degree
in journalism and mass
communications at Iowa State
University. She currently works
at a marketing associate at KPI-
JCI and Astec Mobile Screens.
She handles all public relations,
writing all editorial content and
managing their social media.

“So many doors were opened
for me when I received the Al
Neuharth Excellence in
Journalism Award as a senior in
high school,” she said. “The
award was far more than just a
scholarship — I received some
of the best training and
mentoring in the country. I
formed relationships with those
in the industry that a young
journalist could only dream of.”

Neuharth did much more for
USD than put his name on a
scholarship and the Al Neuharth
Media Center, Cwach said.

“He also came back every
year and embraced his South
Dakota roots,” she said. “I
remember attending the Al
Neuharth Award for Excellence
in the Media event each year
and listening to great journalists
like Garrison Keillor, Bob
Schieffer and Katie Couric.
Afterward, we were invited to sit
in on a ‘bull session’ and were
able to ask questions directly to
Al Neuharth and his honored
guest. How many young
journalists get this opportunity?

“And of course, I will never
forget the bright red sports
jacket and matching shoes he
wore to every awards event. Al
Neuharth made a great impact
on the University of South
Dakota, and his legacy will
continue for many, many years
to come.”

ALLISON STRUCK
Yankton High School

graduate Allison Struck received
the Neuharth Award and
graduated from USD. Now
living in Sioux Falls, she has
served as BackPack Program
Coordinator at Feeding South
Dakota since January 2011.

“I was saddened to hear of Al
Neuharth’s death. He was a
trailblazer in the field of
journalism and an outspoken
advocate of the First
Amendment,” Struck said. “He
often highlighted the
responsibilities those in the
media have, and I am reminded
of a T-shirt that has this quote
of his on the back: ‘The First
Amendment guarantees a free
press. We in the media must
make sure it is a fair press.’”

Struck appreciated the ability
to thank Neuharth personally
for investing in her education

and for opportunities such as a
Washington, DC, conference
and state-of-the-art facilities on
the USD campus.

Struck enjoyed one
experience in meeting a
Neuharth Award recipient.  “At
one of the events on campus, I
had the chance to meet veteran
reporter Bob Schieffer. He was
witty, soft-spoken and had a
great sense of humor,” she said.

Struck saw the long line of
Neuharth Scholars from
Yankton as a tribute to the YHS
staff, including her English
teacher, Dick Anderson.

Neuharth provided an
example that will shine for
future generations of South
Dakotans, Struck said.

“It’s always great to see South
Dakotans thrive at the national
level, but like others who have
achieved similar success,
(Neuharth) continued to return
to the state,” Struck said. “He
often expressed his gratitude to
the people who helped him in
his early days, and he spoke
fondly about his experiences at
the U.”

EMILY NIEBRUGGE
Without the Neuharth

Scholarship, Niebrugge said she
wouldn’t have been able to
afford college.

Besides the financial
assistance, Niebrugge
appreciated Neuharth-related
experiences such as attending a
Minneapolis orientation for
Neuharth scholars and
attending a convention in
Chicago to meet the nation’s
top media professionals and to
accept the prestigious
Pacemaker award for the
Volante.

Neuharth also believed in
diversity, which Niebrugge
appreciated as a young woman
breaking into journalism. She
noted the large presence —
even majority — of women in
newsrooms.

“That wouldn’t have
happened if Al Neuharth hadn’t
given a strong push for
diversity. He’s probably not
given the credit he deserves,”
she said.

Yankton High School
graduates have shown their
excellence as Neuharth
Scholars, Niebrugge said, and
she is glad to keep the tradition
alive.

Neuharth would want to
keep alive the legacy of USD
students making their mark in
journalism, said Niebrugge,
who also works part-time at the
Press & Dakotan.

Niebrugge believes she will
feel Neuharth’s influence for the
rest of her career.

“The opportunity to take
part in something like this is so
cool,” she said. “Al helped us
with what we needed, and that
meant so much. He made you a
priority, and that’s an
experience I will never forget.”

Full Time
RN

Schedule includes  
3 ½ days and  

1 - 2 ConvenientCare  
Clinic shifts per week.

Must possess active  
South Dakota license.

 

IF INTERESTED APPLY ONLINE AT:
www.VermillionMedicalClinic.com
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