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One in a VerMillion

Meet the Lavins
of Davis
Pharmacy

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

The Prairie Family
Business Association has
recognized Davis
Pharmacy in Vermillion for
its rich history and its
vibrant presence in the
community.

The association
presented Sandy and Tom
Lavin, and their son, Matt
Lavin, with the Vermillion
Area Family Business of
the Year Award. The
presentation was made at
the Vermillion Chamber of
Commerce and
Development Company’s
Awards Banquet, held
March 14 in Vermillion.

Finding the history for
Davis Pharmacy involved
going back through the
history of South Dakota,
said Beth Adamson,
director of the Prairie
Family Business
Association.

“The first drug store in
the state of South Dakota
was established in
Vermillion. While the
owner’s family did not
continue in the business,
the legacy of its beginning
continues today. Roy Davis
came to Vermillion from

Beresford in 1902 to attend
USD,” she said. “He worked
part-time for Alfred
Halverson, the first drug
store owner in the state.”

Roy purchased the store
from Alfred in 1907, and
when Roy died in 1931, his
son, Marshall, assumed
ownership of the store.

“While Marshall served
in the U.S. Army during
World War II, dedicated
pharmacists kept the store
going,” Adamson said.
“When Marshal’s son,
Brook, graduated from
pharmacy school in 1960,
he chose to join his father
in the business.”

Adamson noted that in
1964, a family competition
developed when Marshall
declined an offer to run a
pharmacy in a new local
clinic related to the
hospital in Vermillion.

“Instead, Brook took the
offer and became a friendly
competitor to his father.
Marshall’s, daughter,
Sandy, and her husband,
Tom Lavin, joined Marshall
at the store upon Tom’s
graduation from pharmacy
school,” she said, “and Tom
eventually purchased the
business and ran the
pharmacy at Dakota
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Alan Fritch of CorTrust Bank in Vermillion (at left) watches as Sandy and Tom Lavin, and their son, Matt, accept the

Vermillion Area Family Business of the Year Award. CorTrust Bank is a sponsor of the award. (Photo by David Lias)

Hospital.

“Tom and Sandy’s
children, the fourth
generation, grew up in the
store, learning how to
make change in the cash
register, stocking shelves,
and taking inventory,”
Adamson said. “Matt and
Megan graduated from
pharmacy school, and Matt
and his wife, Carol, live in
Vermillion.”

Matt currently runs the
Sanford Vermillion
Hospital pharmacy and
helps with the family store
on nights and weekends,
she said.

“Matt and Carol’s kids,
Madison and Hunter, the
fifth generation, frequently
take their place behind the
cash register on some of
the evenings when their
dad is working,” Adamson
said.

“This is a business that
would not operate without
the people of Vermillion
who love us and come in
and see us,” said Tom
Lavin, upon accepting the
award for his family.
“Those people, our friends,
are the part that makes
being part of a small
business in a small town in

a small state a very, very
special thing.”
Family businesses like

Davis Pharmacy are robust,

successful, ambitious, and
deliver profits, even during
tough economic times,
Adamson said.

“Nationwide, these
businesses are making a
substantial but often
undervalued contribution
to the stability and growth
of our economy. They’re
certainly not undervalued
in Vermillion,” she said.

“Family businesses are
more agile and flexible
than their competitors.

“They tend to be more
entrepreneurial than other
sectors of the economy,
often reinventing
themselves with each new
generation,” Adamson said.
“They invest for the long
term. They feel a stronger
sense of responsibility to
create jobs, and will make
strenuous efforts to keep
their staff, even during
tough times.”
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Sell it Local!
Use The Broadcaster
Classifieds!
624-4429

[+ IPANY
Greg Ryken 661-1451

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
OAKWOOD APARTMENTS

+AFFORDABLE RENT
ADJUSTMENT FOR YOUR INCOME
+LARGE 2 AND 3 BEDROOM RENTAL UNITS
- STOVE, REFRIGERATOR & AIR CONDITIONING

+ OFF-STREET PARKING AND PLUG-INS

+ UTILITIES INCLUDED

+ON-SITE COIN LAUNDRY

+PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT & SAND BOX

+3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS
CALL NIKKI OR DAVE

(605) 624-9557

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Rw,w,m sz~ Comfortable Shoes

Slip On or Lace
In Black or Brown

Bosto Shoes to Boots

312 W.3rd * Yanktone 665-9092 S2EEIRE

midwest & )
GOLD-SILVER
| _—

Convert Your Unwanted Gold &
Silver & Receive Your Cash Today

* Coins-Gold, Silver & Platinum
¢ Bullion-Gold, Silver & Platinum
* Silver Flat Ware
* Silver Jewelry
* Gold Jewelry * Broken Chains
* Old Rings * Bracelets
¢ Dental Gold

2901 Broadway, Suite E
Next to Sears
Yankton, SD 57078

605-260-4653
Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10AM-5PM,

Sat. 10AM-4PM
www.midwestgold-silver.com

ONLINE AUCTIONS
Experience the POV ER of Biglron.com

ONLINE ONLY UNRESERVED AUCTION
www.higiron.com
Wednesday, May 8, 2013

First Lots Scheduled to Close at 10:00 AM Central Time
NO BUYERS PREMIUM FEE & NO RESERVES!!
380 Lots Selling
25 Tractors, 6 Combines, 13 Balers, 3 Skid Steers, 8 Wheel
Loaders, 1 Crane, 1 Dozer, 1 Excavator, 9 Sprayers, 5 Semi
Trucks, 5 Straight Trucks, Trailers, Livestock Equipment,
Tillage & Planting Equipment, and much more!
The next Biglron.com auction is on May 15!!
Big Iron is seeking motivated sales representatives and managers,
send your resume to employment@bigiron.com

Biglron.com is a division of Stock Auction Company, 1-800-937-3558

GUBBELS SALVAGE

WANTED:
¢ Old Cars ;
¢ Farm Machinery
¢ Any Type of
Scrap Iron
e Grain Bin
Removal

| Paylng op DoIIar
Will Pick Up
1-402-640-6335

Coleridge, NE

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES & PRIMITIVES
AUCTION

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2013
SKYLON BALLROOM, 320 S. ROBINSON, HARTINGTON,
NEBRASKA
AUCTION STARTS @ 10:00 A.M. LUNCH AVAILABLE

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: WEWELCOMEYOUTO ATTEND OUR MAY AUCTION. THIS
LISTING ISVERY FAR FROM COMPLETE ASWE HAVE NOT UNPACKED ALL THE ITEMS BROUGHT IN FOR
THIS MONTHS AUCTION - SO PLAN ON SOME SUPRISES. FOR COMPLETE LISTING & SEVERAL PHOTOS
VISIT OUR WEB SITE www.MCHJAUCTIONEERS.COM

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: EmilA. Jerman - Verdigre, Nebr. Interational
Harvester Advertising Straw Hat, International Harvester Green Toy Pickup, Jelen, Nebr. Advt. Picture
w/ Thermometer, Cast Iron Scotty Dog Door Stop, Post Card Albums, Lone Ranger Games, Comic
Books, Hagenbeck - Wallace Circus Poster, Spring Rocking Horse, Marbles, Kellogg Oak Wall
Telephone, Omaha Coffee Box & Other Advertising Shipping Boxes, Large Cast Iron Soap Kettle,
Wooden 22 Drawer - Drawer Unit, Spool Cabinet - To Be Restored, Square Nailed Carpenters Trunk,
Selection of Wood Planes & Levels, Oak 4 Drawer High Boy, Waterfall Bedroom Set, Small Cedar
Chest, Occasional Tables & Parlor Tables, Deco Style Metal Store Display Rack, Wooden Wagon
Wheels, Spring Wagon Seat, King Saddle # 124105 -457-38015, Vintage License Plates - Dating
Back to 1925, Dayton General Store Scale, Exact Weight Scale, Claw Foot Organ Stool, Dazey # 80
Glass Butter Churn, Numerous Metal Stools, Pictures & Frames, Copper Boiler & Other Nice Copper
Items, Light Fixtures & Light & Lamp Parts, Kerosene Lamps, O1d Wrenches & Tools, Vialin, Jadite
Shakers, Asst. Of Miscellaneous Glassware, John Deere Tool Box - Mattison Impl. Emerson, Ne,
American Flyer Windup Train, Stoneware Jugs, Crocks & Fort Dodge Crocks, Blue Band 3 Gallon Water
Cooler, 3 Gallon Battery Filter Crock Jar, Asst. Collectible Jewelry, 1924 Fairmont Creamery Fob,
Meadow Gold Milk Box, Packet Knives, Bullet Pencils & Mechanical Pencils, Wheat Penniess, Colored
Glass Windows, Quit Tops, Elvis Presley Collectibles, Mickey Mouse Collectibles, Blue Jars, Silverware,
Religious Pictures & Frames, Piano Rolls, Roy Rogers Blanket, PLUS MANY MORE COLLECTIBLES &
MISCELLANEQUS PRIMTIVES

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR COMPLETE LISTING
& MANY PHOTOS
www.MCHJAUCTIONEERS.COM

TERMS: CASH OR BANKABLE CHECK.
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR THEFT.

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:
CREAMER HEIMES JANSSEN AUCTIONEERS
& APPRAISERS L.L.C.

RYAN CREAMER 402-254-9753
ALTON HEIMES 402-254-3315
ROGER JANSSEN: 402-388-4409

LOCATED:




