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SDDOT

seeks
public
comment

PIERRE — The South
Dakota Department of
Transportation is in the
process of developing the
newest four-year Statewide
Transportation
Improvement Program
(STIP).

The STIP is a list of
transportation projects
developed through a
coordinated effort involving
many state, federal and
local entities that identify
highway and intermodal
improvements to preserve,
renovate and enhance
South Dakota’s
transportation system.

The department
encourages participation
and comments from
citizens throughout the
development process.

Department staff will be
reviewing the status of
existing projects and
identifying potential new
projects to add to the STIP
this spring.

Public meetings will be
held at various locations
across the state in July
where attendees can get
more information and
provide input in person.

The department
welcomes comments from
the public year-round on
potential projects, but is
asking for input no later
than April 15, to ensure all
comments are considered
during the development of
the 2015-2018 STIP.

The current 2014-2017
STIP can be viewed at
www.sddot.com by
clicking the link on the
left side of the page. Users
can then view the entire
approved STIP document
and an interactive map of
projects, or select specific
counties from a dropdown
list.

Should you have any
questions, contact Dave
Voeltz, STIP coordinator, at
(605) 773-3590 or by e-mail
at dave.voeltz@state.sd.us.
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young girls wore jingle
dresses. The smafl jingles that

adorn their clothing, made of
twisted tin, represent waves
of water and thunder as they
performed what is known as
a healing dance.

It was impossible to not
notice the female dancers
who performed in the style
commonly referred to as
fancy. These dancers wore
elaborately beaded dance
regalia, covered by long,
decorated, fringed shawls.
These Wacipi participants
made efforts to resemble
butterflies, spreading out
their shawl-covered arms as
they spun in tiny circles on
the DakotaDome floor.

“We’ve had a lot of
support from the university,
from the administration, so
things are looking really good
for this weekend,” Pickner
said.

The annual event at USD
attracts participants and
visitors from across South
Dakota and much of the
Midwest. People were still
arriving and getting
registered early Saturday
afternoon, so Pickner hadn’t
yet gotten an accurate count
on the number of people at
the DakotaDome.

“Once we get our
registration all set up, we’ll be
able to better tell just how far
people have traveled to be
part of this,” he said. “In the
past, we’ve had people from
all over the country, from as
far as California and New
York. I think holding it in
conjunction with the Native
American gathering really
helps to bring people in.”

Visitors got a good view
of all the activity from the
DakotaDome’s seating as
participants danced in the
center of the building’s floor.
Along the track surrounding
the dance area booths
manned by several vendors.

“The space that we have
available really helps to create
an environment that’s open,”
Pickner said. “It (the
DakotaDome) is just a very
good place for us.”

Pickner and members of
the Tiospaye Student
Council were kept busy
right from the start of
Saturday’s activities.

“There’s a lot of
different aspects to a
powwow or Wacipi,” he
said. “It is a social

athering, but there are a
ot of other facets that
bring out the culture. There
is a lot of history behind
many of the dances.”



