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The flowers are blooming, and the 
grass has begun to grow anew, making 
spring a great time for homeowners 
to once again turn their attention 
to landscaping. Those who arenÕt 
looking forward to dusting off their 
lawnmowers and rethreading their 
string trimmers may want to hire 
professional landscapers to tend to 
their lawns and gardens.

A recent joint study by the National 
Gardening Association, Residential 
Lawn and Landscape Services and 
the Value of Landscaping found that 
homeowners spend roughly $45 
billion per year on professional lawn 
and landscape services, as nearly 30 
percent of all households across the 
United States use at least one type of 
lawn or landscape service. The rising 
use of lawn care services is indicative 
of homeownersÕ appreciation of 
the convenience and craftsmanship 
professional services can provide. 
While the impact professional 
landscapers can have on a propertyÕs 
aesthetic appeal is considerable, 
homeowners also benefit from working 
with professional landscapers in 
various other ways.
•	 Time savings: One of the biggest 

benefits of leaving lawn care to the 
professionals is the amount of time it 
will save for the average homeowner. 
Lawns generally need to be mowed 
once per week during the spring and 
summer seasons and, depending 

on the size of the property, that 
can take an hour or more. Add the 
time it takes to clean up clippings, 
mulch landscaping beds and edge 
the property, and homeowners can 
expect to devote a significant chunk 
of their weekends to caring for their 
lawns. Lawn services employ a few 
workers who make fast work of the 
job, leaving homeowners time to 
enjoy their weekends however they 
see fit.

•	 Reduced risk for injury: Maintaining 
a landscape is hard work, and those 
unaccustomed to this type of activity 
may find themselves winded or at 
risk of injury. Improper use of lawn 
equipment also is a safety hazard. 
Leaving the work to professionals 
can help homeowners avoid strained 
backs, lacerations, pulled muscles, 
sunburns, and any other dangers 
that can result when tackling 
landscaping projects.

•	 Financial savings: On the surface, 
hiring a landscaping service may 
seem like a costly venture. However, 
after crunching some numbers, 
many homeowners realize that 
doing the work themselves may cost 
more in the long run than hiring a 
professional landscaping service. 
Homeowners who decide to go it 
alone must purchase expensive 
equipment, and those lawn tools 
will require routine maintenance, 
which costs additional money. 

Inexperienced homeowners may 
incur extra fees to “fix” mistakes that 
occur during the learning process. 
Each year, new seed, fertilizer, mulch, 
pesticides, and other supplies also 
must be purchased. But professional 
lawn care services typically charge 
a set fee per month, and that fee 
covers the maintenance of both your 
property and the equipment needed 
to keep that property looking great.

•	 Know-how: Many professional 
landscapers know how to address 
lawn care issues that may arise 
throughout the year. They will know 
how to deal with dry patches of lawn 
or poorly draining areas, and they 
also can make recommendations on 
plants that will thrive under certain 
conditions.

•	 One-stop shopping: Certain 
landscaping services provide many 
different options for prospective 
customers. Basic lawn cuts may 
be one package, but there also 
may be services for seasonal 
seeding, weeding, leaf clean-up, and 
winterizing. 

•	 Consistent maintenance: 
Homeowners who frequently travel 
or spend much of their summers 
away from home often find that 
lawn care companies are a wise 
investment. Established weekly 
schedules ensure the landscape 
always will look its best whether 
homeowners are home or out of 
town.
Spring is a great time for 

homeowners to decide if hiring 
professional landscaping services 
is in their best interests. The time 
and money saved, as well as impact 
professional landscapers can have 
on a property, makes landscaping 
services a great investment for many 
homeowners.

The Many Benefits of Hiring a 
Professional Landscaper
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THE HARDEST PART OF A

HOME EQUITY
LINE OF CREDIT
IS DECIDING WHAT TO DO WITH IT.

BANK BETTER. BANK SMARTER.

Whether you want to build a backyard patio, buy 
a new toy, or finally take that dream vacation – 
our Home Equity Line of Credit can help. 

Quick decisions, flexible payment options and an 
introductory rate through December 31, 2015. What 
could be easier than that? Stop by and apply for a 
Home Equity Line of Credit today.

* Promotional rate for qualified applicants only. Subject to credit approval. Non-Promotional Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 
is variable based upon the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (WSJPR) of 3.25% as of February 4, 2015, plus a margin of 1.0%. 
Introductory 2.90% APR through 12/31/15; on 1/1/16 the rate will be equal to WSJPR + margin. The margin depends on your 
credit qualifications and Loan to Value (LTV). The maximum APR will not exceed 21.75% APR. Fees to open the plan typically 
range from $561.50 to $961.50. With advance of $5,000+ in new money, all fees will be waived except the evaluation or appraisal 
fee (ranging from $100 to $500). Other terms and conditions may apply. Property insurance required. Limited time offer. Consult 
your tax advisor on the deductibility of interest. See bank for additional details. NMLS #409296

605.624.2608   |   VERMILLION   |   WWW.BANKEASY.COM

2.90% APR*
Introductory Rate 
through 12/31/15 4.25% APR*

Current Non-Promotional 
Variable Rate as of 2/4/15

3. Timing is Everything 
- Best Time of Year to 
Clean Your Gutters
As with other home 
maintenance tasks, the 

timing of cleaning the gutters can help prolong its life 
and minimize other damage. The gutters should be 
cleaned twice a year, at the beginning of fall and at 
the beginning of spring. If you clean the gutters at the 
beginning of fall, the leaves will still be dry and easier 
to remove. Additionally, when the precipitation occurs, 
the water will flow freely through the gutter and into the 
down spout ensuring little or no damage to the gutter. 
Also, because there is no debris to be washed into the 
down spout, this will not become clogged, making it 
easier to clean it out. Cleaning the gutters in early spring 
will again prepare it for directing the water brought in by 
the spring rains (if you live in an area that rains heavily 
or at all). 

You do not want to be cleaning your gutters in the 
middle of August. First off, that is the hottest part of the 
year so you will be miserable performing a chore such 
as this in that heat. In addition, it also means you have 
waited too long to clean and unclog your gutters which 
means for months now your gutters have been holding 
up more weight than it should have been and you have 
also given plenty of time for bugs and critters to find 
some room to settle in. None of these factors are a good 
thing. 

4. Beyond Cleaning - Time to Replace Your Gutters? 
Even as you clean the gutters you should examine their 
condition. If the gutter is coming loose, it can be re-fixed 
to the sides of the roof. However, if the wear and tear of 
the accumulated debris and water has caused rusting 
and major damage, you should replace the gutter. Older 
gutters made of iron are prone to rusting and should be 
replaced with aluminum or other gutters that are rust 
proof. This will not only make it easier to clean the gutter 
later on, but enhance the curb appeal of your home.

24 Hour Service on all makes and models!
Kalins has the best trained and 

equipped staff in the area to take care 
of your emergency needs.

Curt Brodsky has over 35 years 
experience and encourages you to 

try and avoid those emergency calls 
with routine maintenance on your AC 

and Furnance systems. Call now to 
schedule your tune-up!

Vermillion: 605-624-5618
Yankton: 605-665-4348

kalinsindoor.com

Curt Brodsky
Service Manager

301 W Main St 
Vermillion, SD • 67069

Insurance Claims Specialist

605-624-2481
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Brunick
Furniture & Flooring 1100 W. Cherry St.

Vermillion, SD
624-8688

Mon-Fri  9-5:30
Saturday  9-3

Window Makeovers

ALL ON SALE
• Cellular & Pleated Shades • Roman Shades

• Paneltrac Sliding Blinds • Vertical Blinds • Wood & Metal Blinds

Give Your Home A New Look

• Free In-Home Consultation 
and Estimates

• Free Installation

• 0% Financing Available

WWW.BROADCASTERONLINE.COM


