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GVHS Students Set
For Laptop Learning

Fach HS Student To Have Laptop Computer For School Year

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

GAYVILLE — The stu-
dents at Gayville-Volin High
School will be more well-con-
nected when they start class-
es again later this month.

That’s because the school
has begun a laptop
initiative that will
provide each of them
with a school-owned
laptop computer
throughout the year.

“The reason for
that is to increase
their accessibility to
Internet resources,
and also to try and
increase technology
skills,” said Super-
intendent Jason Selchert.
“We've been thinking about
doing this for a couple years,
and it just seemed like a good
time to make the jump.”

Approximately 80 Gate-
way laptops for use during
the upcoming year are
already being stored at the
school.

“We have more than 200
machines in the building —
some of them laptops, some of
them desktops — but these
80 are specifically for the
high school students,”
Selchert said.

The school’s move toward
a more technologically-
relevent learning environ-
ment is part of a push that

has been building across the
state during the past few
years. The program is similar
in design to the state-funded
2010 Laptop Initiative, which
provided schools with match-
ing grants to purchase lap-
tops.

Selchert said the local pro-

“We believe that we’ve been on a pace
over the past couple of years to pretty
much change our teaching to more inquiry-
based learning instead of rote memoriza-
tion, and so all that type of information is
readily accessible to the students if they
have a computer in their hands.”
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gram has much in common
with the state initiative,
apart from the type of com-
puters and wireless connec-
tions used.

“Pretty much everything
is being followed except the
hardware side of it,” he said.

Two of the biggest advan-
tages to the students will be
in access to technology and
the relevance of that tech-
nology, he added.

“You may have needed to
schedule (computer) access
to your class,” Selchert said.
“That’s not going to be a prob-
lem anymore. When you
schedule a lab, you might not
necessarily get the hardware

that’s the most recent. Every-
thing that we have now is
the latest ... so our students
are going to be exposed to all
the latest software as it
becomes available.”

At the beginning of the
year, each high school stu-
dent will enter into an agree-
ment with the dis-
trict regarding the
use of the
machines.

“The agreement
we'll have with stu-
dents is that the
laptop remains the
property of the
school district, and
that they will have
use of that
(promptly) during
the school year,” Selchert
said. “They will sign an
acceptable-use policy, which
is what they do every year
anyway. It just basically says
that you’re going to do appro-
priate things with the lap-
top.”

The students will also be
held responsible should
something happen to the lap-
tops.

“(The program) won’t cost
them anything unless they
damage or lose the laptop,”
Selchert said. “If they dam-
age or lose the laptop, it’s
going to cost them a
deductible on the policy that
we've taken out, and they

South Dakota in top 10 business states

A new report from an independent source
ranks South Dakota among the most busi-

ness-friendly states.

The Pollina Corporate Top 10 Pro-Business
States annual study, released today, rates
states on 33 factors, such as taxes, energy
costs, workers compensation laws, economic
incentive programs and state economic devel-

opment efforts.

This year’s study ranks South Dakota in
eighth place among all states in terms of
attractiveness to business opportunities.

“We are pleased with our ranking, but cer-
tainly not surprised,” said Gov. Mike Rounds.
“We work hard to make South Dakota a great

place to do business, raise a family and enjoy
life. I've said it many times, but it bears

repeating: We cut the red tape for business-

es, but we do not cut corners.”

Pollina officials say South Dakota and
other Top 10 states serve as models for retain-
ing and growing jobs and businesses.

“Considering all the negative press about

jobs lost during the recession, you and your

administration should be proud of the efforts
your state has made to preserve jobs,
strengthen your economy and improve the
economic well-being of your residents,” Brent
A. Pollina, company vice president wrote in
a letter to Gov. Rounds.
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Grant Rice, 11, helps to unpack the approximately 80 Gateway laptops that were recently delivered
to Gayville-Volin School. Once classes begin, each student in 9th-12th grade will receive one of the
school-owned laptops to use throughout the upcoming year.

don’t have another shot with
the rest of their time. They've
got one shot in four years
time to lose or damage, and
after that it’s up to the stu-
dent to pay for a replace-
ment.”

Based on the insurance
policy, replacing a laptop in
the first year of the program
could cost the student
approximately $400, he
added.

Selchert said the laptop
initiative could change both
how the students learn and
how the classes will be
taught.

“We believe that we’ve
been on a pace over the past
couple of years to pretty
much change our teaching to
more inquiry-based learning
instead of rote memorization,
and so all that type of infor-
mation is readily accessible

The world’s best bundles.

ABOUT THE BETTER BUNDLE BUREAU

The Better Bundle Bureau was established to keep people from making bundle
blunders - buying a bundle that leaves them shortchanged and under entertained.
We tested oodles of offers and rate Mi

to the students if they have a
computer in their hands,” he
said. “If they’re using a text-
book, the information is only
as good as the copyright date.
That stuff changes consis-
tently, so we will be changing
our teaching style.”

For this reason, the dis-
trict will purchase online
textbooks in the future.
Selchert sees this as a trend
that will affect schools every-
where.

“Materials will either be
Internet-based or network-
based,” he said. “Paper and
pencils are slowly going to
be phased out. That will take
a while to get used to, but
slowly that’s where we will be
headed. But we think, that
over the next couple of years,
we'll see a cost savings that
could be re-invested back into
a lot of things.”

inent C icati as #1.

WATCH, SURF AND CHAT
YOUR WAY TO SAVINGS

with these limited time offers from Midcontinent!

De @

Ice Cream
Social Set For

Bergen Church

MECKLING — The
members of WELCA of
Bergan Lutheran Church
are holding their annual
Ice Cream Social at 5-7
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 17. The
social will be held at the
church, located on Timber
Road in rural Meckling.

Items served will be tav-
erns, hot dogs, homemade
pies, ice cream, coffee,
lemonade and iced tea.

Guests are encouraged
to donate a free-will offer-
ing which will be matched
by Thrivent Financial.
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Theatre DVR Suite and MidcoNet®

Theatre DVR Trio Bundle Preferred Broadband Bundle

*99 °79

per month for 12 Months per month for 6 Months

SEPTEMBER
17“1 19“1

_ Ask About Our On-line
@ Rummage Map!

Stop By The Broadcaster Press To Place Your Ad $2 7 oo
OR Place It On-line At www.broadcasteronline.com! X
Includes: (10¢ per word over 30 words) PrePQ|d

+ Your ad (30 words, 1 address per ad) placed in the special Citywide Rummage Sale
section published along with the Broadcaster Locator Map on Tuesday, September 14

and Plaintalk on Friday, Sept. 17

- Your ad will also appear on-line at www.broadcasteronline.com and www.plaintalk.net

- Garage Sale Kit: 2 Yard Signs with Stake, Stickers & Balloons

DEADLINE: Friday, Sept. 10"
sponsored by the: EP

Reg. Price
per month

Total Savings
over 12 months

$53940

ORDER, UPGRADE AND MORE WITH MYMIDCO™ AT MIDCOCOMM.COM

CALL 1.800.888.1300
60 ONLINE: MIDCOCOMM.COM

VISIT ONE OF OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTERS. You
FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU AT MIDCOCOMM.COM. w

f |

This limited time offer is available to new and upgradi only. Offer and services not available in all areas and
some restrictions apply. Taxes and fees not included. I’romotlonal pricing applies to first full month of service after installation. An
HDTV is required to receive true HD programming. Customer is responsible for modem purchase or lease required for MidcoNet® Broadband Service.
Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless (wireless modem not available with MidcoNet® Ultimate Wideband).
Actual Internet speeds may vary depending on your computer’s capacity and web traffic. Speeds may also be impacted by third party equipment
(such as your computer or router). Free installation (reg. $35) is included with the Theatre DVR Trio. Installation is $9.95 with Theatre DVR Suite and
MidcoNet® Preferred bundle and $19.95 for any other Single Service. Midcontinent Digital Phone Package is available to residential customers only and
includes one phone line with direct dial, unlimited local and long distance calling to the continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, Canada, U.S. Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico and Guam. Other locations are considered International and charged at per minute calling rates (please check our website). Calling card
calls, collect calls, 900 number calls, operator assisted calls and directory assistance are not included. Caller ID equipment not included. Digital Phone
Service is subject to Terms and Conditions as outlined on our website at midcocomm.com. Expiration 12/15/10.
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