
Cases Disposed 8/12-18/2011
Andrew Edwin Olson, 2301

Dean Drive, Mitchell; No drivers
license, $54.00 plus costs

James Triplette, 9 Maple St.,
Wakonda; Pet violations-animal at
large dog/cat, $9.00 plus costs

Matthew E. Wurtz, 43582 436th
Ave., Utica; Speeding on state
highway, $19.00 plus costs

Marley Blake Hammond, 510 W.
Cedar, Vermillion; Operate
motorcycle without proper eye
protection, $25.00

Ryan Patrick Knerl, 1012 Allison
Street, Vermillion; Seat belt
violation, $25.00

Michelle Cherie Bye, 31472
458th Ave., Vermillion; Municipal
speeding, $19.00 plus costs

Joshua David Krull, 27872 437th
Street, Freeman; Open container,
$54.00 plus costs

Aham C. Ikeji, 221 10th Ave.
NE, Watertown; Speeding other

roadways, $39.00 plus costs
Christine Sorensen, 46113

Timber Rd., Vermillion; Failure to
make proper stop at stop
intersection, $54.00 plus costs

David C. Manning, 31228 471st
Avenue, Burbank; Seat belt
violation, $25.00

Kayla Marie Vanoverbeke, 5212
S. Oakland Drive, Sioux Falls;
Speeding other roadways, $39.00
plus costs

Darcie Beene, 1025 James Street,
Vermillion; Seat belt violation,
$25.00

Lucas Iverson, 1119 Hawthorn,
Vermillion; Driving with suspended
(not revoked) license, $204.00 plus
costs

Ronald John Doty, 5700 W.
Chadwick Pl., Sioux Falls; Speeding
on state highway, $39.00 plus costs

Bengie K. Steffen, 55549 888
Road, Fordyce, Neb.; Seat belt
violation, $25.00
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News Flash!

Check out the Plain Talk’s
Web site at

www.plaintalk.net

We’re on the 
Web every week!

Alexander Card of
Vermillion received the
Community of Learners
Scholarship from the University
of North Dakota for the 2011-
2012 academic year.  Card, son
of Karen and Michael Card,
graduated from Vermillion
High School and plans to attend
UND in the fall.

The Community of Learners

Scholarship is awarded to high
school seniors who have shown
exemplary achievement in both
high school GPA and test
scores.  This scholarship
program is intended to honor
and reward students who
contribute to enhancing UND
as vibrant and connected
learners.

The South Dakota Office of
Highway Safety has hired its
first-ever Motorcycle Safety
Program Coordinator.

Laura Snow joins the Office
of Highway Safety on
Wednesday, Aug. 24 as the
coordinator of programs and
issues dealing with safe
motorcycle use.  Snow, a Fort
Pierre, S.D. native and avid
motorcyclist, will focus early
efforts on developing a strategic
plan for the various components
of motorcycle safety while
working to strengthen existing
partnerships with program
stakeholders such as the South
Dakota Safety Council.  Most of
her activities will center on
educating the public.

“I will be working to
strengthen the motorcycle
safety program in all areas
across South Dakota,” Snow
said.  “In recent years,
motorcycle-related fatalities
account for roughly one-in-five

roadway fatalities. We need to
aggressively work to reduce that
statistic.”

The Office of Highway Safety
has several different plans to
enhance the motorcycle safety
campaign, one of which is an
increased online presence to
heighten awareness of specific
South Dakota-related issues.

Highway Safety Director Lee
Axdahl notes that with events
such as the annual Sturgis Rally,
motorcycle safety becomes even
more important.

“Many of our motorcycle
injuries and fatalities occur
around the rally,” Axdahl said.
“Anything we can do to educate
out-of-state riders about our
roadways and laws is
worthwhile, especially when it
comes to saving a life.”

Snow will be headquartered
at the Office of Highway Safety
Office, located within the
Department of Public Safety in
Pierre.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard today announced
a new initiative to battle the environmental
and economic ravages caused by the
mountain pine beetle infestation in the
Black Hills.

The Black Hills Forest Initiative is
designed to prevent the tiny insect pest
from destroying the forest and its
communities by increasing awareness of the
problem; engaging homeowners and
businesses; coordination of state, county
and federal partners; and increasing those
resources used to deal with the problem.

Over one-third of the Black Hills
National Forest – more than 400,000 acres –
has been infested by the beetle, and there’s
no sign that the outbreak will let up any
time soon, the Governor said.

“We can see the devastation all around
us, and Black Hills residents have been
feeling the effects for years,” Gov. Daugaard
said. “Hundreds of businesses and
thousands of employees in the logging,
forest products, and tourism industries
depend on a healthy, well-managed forest
for their livelihoods. The current mountain
pine beetle infestation threatens those
business owners as well as their employees
and families.  It also threatens to damage
the very nature and character of these Black
Hills.”

About 80 percent of the Black Hills is
managed by the U.S. Forest Service, and the
remainder is managed by private
landowners and state government. Since the
current pine beetle outbreak began, 95
percent of the attacks have occurred on
Forest Service land.

State and private landowners have
worked for a decade to control the spread of
the beetles, and those efforts have paid off,
the Governor said. While 95 percent of the
trees in the federal Black Elk Wilderness
Area have been killed, the adjacent Custer
State Park remains largely unaffected
because of state government efforts to
actively thin the forest and cut down beetle-
infested trees, he said.

More than $2 million has been put into
those endeavors since 2002, Gov. Daugaard
said. But he said state and private efforts
can no longer keep up.  Millions of acres of
dead trees currently create the risk of
catastrophic wildfires, he said.

“Unless bold, well-coordinated efforts
are undertaken soon, the mountain pine
beetle epidemic will cause irreparable losses
to the Black Hills,” the Governor said in
announcing his initiative today at Hill City.
“We will not wait for the fire to rage to
mobilize our response.”

The Black Hills Forest Initiative involves:

• Spending an additional $1 million
annually for the next three years to control
the spread of pine beetles. Infested trees will
be surveyed and marked, and the funds will
be used as part of a cost-share program with
private landowners.

• Working with landowners, forestry,
conservation groups, insurance companies
and industry leaders to reinvigorate and
expand the South Dakota Fire Safety
Council. The Council will join with the
South Dakota Wildland Fire Suppression
Division to educate and provide
information on the control of pine beetles.

• Urging the U.S. Forest Service to
immediately implement control measures,
especially on federal land that borders state
and private lands; And continuing to work
with the Forest Service on an agreement to
allow the use of mechanized equipment in
the Black Elk Wilderness Area, in the event
of a wildfire.

• South Dakota Department of
Agriculture collaboration with the Black
Hills National Forest to more effectively
compete for Forest Service grants.

• Creating a new website to provide one-
stop information on mountain pine beetles.
The website already is operational:
www.BeattheBeetles.com

Daugaard announces pine beetle control program

State hires first motorcycle
safety program coordinator

VHS student receives UND scholarship

Down by the riverside took
on a new meaning in 2011 in
South Dakota. Thousands
visited the Missouri River dams
this summer to see history –
record-sized water releases.

That report and more are on
the agenda as DAKOTA LIFE,
SDPB Television’s signature
newsfeature program, begins its
14th season on Thursday, Sept.
1, at 8 p.m. 

Despite the flooding, many
South Dakotans found time to
celebrate, too, and we’ll drop in
on Finn Fest in Fredrick, Czech
Days in Tabor, Scotty Philip
Days in Philip, Bike Week in
Sturgis and more. The new 30-
minute episode of DAKOTA
LIFE also airs: Saturday, Sept. 3,
at 1 and 5:30 a.m.; Sunday, Sept.
4, at 5 a.m. & 1 and 10:30 p.m.;
Sunday, Sept. 11, 3:30 p.m. &
11:30 p.m.; Sunday, Sept. 25,
10:30 p.m.; Friday, Sept. 30, 10
p.m. 

Some of the highlights are:
• Watching the River Run –

The summer of 2011 brought
record flooding along the
Missouri River and record
releases of water from the big
dams. Saving homes and
property was the top priority in
the state but people also came to
the riverside by the thousands
just to watch this once-in-a-
lifetime display of the river’s
amazing force.

• Finn Fest – Finnish
heritage is celebrated every year
in Frederick, a Brown County
farm town just a stone’s throw
from the North Dakota border.
A Finnish-style wife-carrying
contest is a highlight of the
festival. Competitors race
through an obstacle course,
testing the limits of both
physical endurance and marital
harmony. The winning team
receives the wife’s weight in
beer.

DAKOTA LIFE looks
at summer activities


