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By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

After an impressive win over
Irene on Monday night,
Vermillion’s 15-16 Teeners were
poised to move to within five
games of the Region 1A
championship with a win over
Lennox Tuesday night.

But against the Lennox team
they had defeated handily twice
during the regular season,
Vermillion’s Teeners sustained
an ugly 16-10 loss that wasn’t
that close and sank into the
losers’ bracket. That meant
that, starting Wednesday night,
Vermillion would have to win
Wednesday night, Thursday
night, Friday night and
Saturday afternoon to take the
regional title instead of needing
just five wins to get the
championship.

The lights on four of the
eight towers at the Lennox
ballpark went out in the bottom
of the second inning, but in
reality the lights went out for
Vermillion in the bottom of the
first.

Staked to an early 2-0 lead,
starter Jacob Odens faced eight
batters and didn’t get any of
them out. Reliever Peter
Haught faced eight more before
the first inning finally ended,
and Lennox had a 10-2 lead.
That half inning included five
hits, one scoring error to go
along with a couple mental

errors, five walks and three hit
batters.

To Haught’s credit, he gave
Vermillion a chance to rally by
holding Lennox scoreless in the
second, third and fourth
innings. He escaped a bases-
loaded jam in the second but
struck out the side in the third
and faced only three batters in
the fourth.

Meanwhile, Vermillion
pecked away at its eight-run
deficit, getting one in the
second, two runs in the third
and one in the fifth to close to
within 10-6.

Regan Bye relieved Haught
to start the bottom of the fifth.
He walked the first two batters
he faced and hit the third with
a pitch but escaped that
impossible situation without
any runs scoring, thanks in
large part to striking out the
last two Lennox batters of the
inning.

Vermillion got another run
in the top of the seventh and
was within 10-7.

It wasn’t because they were
whacking the ball off Lennox
hurler Derek DeVries that the
Teeners were able to cut into
the big lead. DeVries and his
teammates gave Vermillion two
runs on errors and another on
a wild pitch. Ty Iverson and
Haught did come through with
RBI hits that helped the rally.

But, if it hadn’t been lost
earlier, the game was lost in the

bottom of the sixth. Bye walked
five batters and threw four wild
pitches. They and a costly
infield error opened the flood
gates. Then a pair of Lennox
batters joined the party with
RBI hits. Lennox tallied six
runs to take a 16-7 lead.

What made that inning all
the more deadly was that —
wouldn’t you know! — in the
top of the seventh Vermillion
scored three times, two of the
runs coming on Seth Heine’s
home run and the other on a
hit by Seth Miller. Had it not
been for the six-run sixth by
Lennox, those three runs would
have tied the game at 10-10.

DeVries pitched the entire
seven innings. He gave
Vermillion only four hits
through the first six innings,
then four more in the seventh
when it didn’t matter. He struck
out five and walked four. The
three Vermillion pitchers
walked 13. And for all its
scoring, Lennox still stranded
10 other runners on base.

Jordan Harrington had five
RBIs for Lennox and Delane
Hood two.

The loss left Vermillion’s
record at 27-17 heading into
Wednesday’s losers’ bracket
play.

Teeners 15, Irene 1
Justin Bendesky’s grand-

slam home run in the top of the
fifth inning broke open a close

game, and from then on
Vermillion was on cruise
control en route to a 15-1 first-
round win over Irene in
Lennox Monday night.

Starting pitchers Colin
Olson of Vermillion and Jack
Huether of Irene dueled
through four innings, and it
was still anybody’s game at that
point. Vermillion scored once
in the first on Pete Haught’s hit,
Jay Munger’s sacrifice and
Olson’s infield grounder and
once more in the second on Ty
Iverson’s walk and stolen base
and subsequent walks earned
by Seth Miller and then by
Haught with the bases full.

Huether struck out 10
Vermillion batters in his four
innings of work, fanning the
side in the second, third and
fourth innings, yet he trailed
when he left the game. 

Olson, on the other hand,
lived dangerously but rose to
the occasion, surviving one
crisis situation after another.
Irene left the bases full in the
first and second and stranded
two in the third and fourth
innings. Olson got two
strikeouts in the first after
Irene loaded the bases with one
out. In the third Olson picked a
runner off second base to end
that threat. In the fourth a
great catch by Ben Houser in
right field helped Olson survive
two infield errors. In all, Olson
stranded 10 runners on base in

his four innings of work.
Despite all of that,

Vermillion still led 2-0 going
into the fifth when Ty Martz
took over on the mound for
Irene. Seth Heine’s double
started it all, and he eventually
after two walks and a hit batter.
Then Bendesky launched his
moon shot into the darkness
behind left field, and suddenly
the game was out of Irene’s
reach at 7-0.

Vermillion picked up three
more runs in the sixth on hits
by Olson, Heine and Ty
Iverson, two more walks and a
hit batter. A five-run seventh
featured hits by Iverson, Jack
Brown, Bendesky and Haught,
three more walks and an infield
error.

Haught finished the night
with three hits while Olson,
Heine, Iverson, Brown and
Bendesky had two each.
Bendesky’s productive night
earned him six RBIs.

Ethan James relieved Olson,
who fanned five and gave up
four hits, for the final three
innings. James struck out four,
walked two and allowed only
one hit over that stretch. Irene
spoiled a shutout with a sixth-
inning run on a hit batter, a
stolen base, a balk and a wild
pitch.

15-16 Teeners lose to Lennox, 16-10

Heading into its second
year in the Summit League,
and a fully-fledged member
of NCAA Division I, the
University of South Dakota
men’s basketball program
unveiled its 2012-13
schedule Friday as
announced by head coach
Dave Boots. The slate
features 12 home games in
the DakotaDome, a very
challenging non-conference

slate including road games
at Gonzaga, Iowa and
Kansas State, as well as a
difficult Summit League
slate.

“Our non-conference
schedule will be very
challenging and should
prepare us well for the
Summit League,” Boots
said. “We look forward to
our second year in the
league and our schedule is

probably the toughest it has
been throughout the whole
transition process. It should
be very exciting to play with
the likes of Iowa, Gonzaga
and Kansas State, along
with the always difficult
Summit League schedule.”

The season opens at the
Global Sports Showcase in
Laramie, Wyo., where the
Coyotes will face Southern
University, along with host

Wyoming and North
Carolina Central Nov. 14-
16. From there, the Coyotes
travel to Spokane, Wash.,
for a Nov. 18 matchup with
perennial NCAA
Tournament participant
Gonzaga. 

Returning home, the
Coyotes open the 2012-13
home slate with four games
highlighted by the
beginning of the Summit
League schedule with
Western Illinois and IUPUI
visiting the DakotaDome

on Nov. 29 and Dec. 1,
respectively. Prior to the
conference opener, the
Coyotes host Culver-
Stockton College and
Waldorf College on Nov. 23
and Nov. 24, respectively,
following Thanksgiving. 

South Dakota then
returns to the road for two
games beginning Dec. 4 at
Iowa and then at Ball State
Dec. 8. Ball State returns
the favor a week later (Dec.
15) in the DakotaDome as
the teams are scheduled to

play back-to-back games.
The Coyotes then tangle
with Morehead State on
Dec. 19 in the final home
game before the Christmas
holiday.

The Coyotes play at
Green Bay out of the
Horizon League on Dec. 22,
and then return to action at
Summit League newcomer
Nebraska-Omaha Dec. 29,
followed by a non-
conference game at Kansas
State Dec. 31 to round out
2012.

Coyote Men’s Basketball announces challenging 2012-13 schedule

 63.58 Acres of Hunting Paradise 
 in Clay County, South Dakota

 Girard Auction 
 & Land Brokers, Inc.
 (605) 267-2421
  Toll Free:  1-866-531-6186

 www.GirardAuction.com

 Marv Girard, BA #12399

 Ken Girard, CAI, AARE Broker #10183

 Mike Girard, CAI, BA #13549

 Joan E. Hoy, Owner

 LEGAL:   The W1/2,S1/2 of Lot 2, of the SW1/4  Sec 7-93-51, and the S1/2N1/2, SE1/4 Sec 12-
 93-52, Clay County, South Dakota.   Taxes are $450.36.
 This land has been out of crop production for the last 12 years and has been used for deer, 
 pheasant and turkey hunting.  Clay County FSA & NRCS Offices shows that it can be 
 returned into crop production.  This land has excellent tree & grass coverage that lends 
 itself to excellent hunting.  With hunting rights being harder to obtain all the time, this will 
 be a great opportunity for you and your family to secure a great hunting place for 
 generations to come.  Check out this property in person or contact the auction company 
 for maps & more information.
 TERMS:   10% nonrefundable down payment due day of auction with balance due on 
 closing of September 28, 2012.  Immediate possession.  Taxes will be prorated to day of 
 closing.  Title Insurance and closing costs will be split 50/50 between buyer and seller.  Clay 
 County Abstract & Title Co is the closing agent.  Auctioneers are acting as agent for the 
 seller.

 Located:  From Vermillion, SD:  4 miles North on University Road, 
 2 1/4miles North on 465th Ave  OR 7 miles North on US Highway 
 19, 1 1/2miles East, 3/4mile South.  

 at  Tuesday, 
 August 28th    

 9:30 a.m.


