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Holdhusen loves to help
USD students create music
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By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.net

David Holdhusen said
his “ah-ha moment” came
when he was in ninth
grade.

That was when he was
chosen to participate in the
American Choir Directors
Association’s National
Junior High Honor Choir,
a three-day workshop held
in Louisville, KY.

“I just fell in love with
the process during that
time, sitting there watching
Sally Herman, the
conductor, and seeing her
work with around 200
students from all 50 states
thrown together in this
room to put on a concert,’
he said. “It was so exciting
to me, I knew right then
that’s what I wanted to do.”

And that’s what
Holdhusen has done at the
University of South
Dakota, where he serves as
director of choral activities,
a position for which he is
now entering his sixth year.

His role involves
overseeing and directing all
three of USD’s choirs, the
Chamber Singers, the
Concert Choir and the
Men’s & Women’s Choir
for a combined total of at
least five concerts per year.

Holdhusen also teaches
classes in conducting,
choral literature and
techniques, as well as voice.

“I love working with the
students to create the
music,” he said. “From the
first day they get the packet
(of song selections), to
watch them digest how
much we have to do, and
then the process of
building through it until
we stand on that stage for
that concert is very exciting
to me”

Choosing the selections
each choir performs is a
very in-depth process, he
said.

“Tve started thinking
about what we were going
to do for this year at the
end of last year,”
Holdhusen said. “T’ve
listened to music, I've
taken recommendations
from colleagues, I think of
pieces that I know and
studied in school, and it’s
just a matter of making the
choir and the music fit
together”

Holdhusen said he
wants to challenge and
educate the students, while
at the same time provide
listening enjoyment to the
audience.

“It’s that balance of
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trying to fit all those things
together that I love,” he
said. “It takes a tremendous
amount of time — it’s
probably the most time-
consuming part of my job,
just trying to make that
work.”

A native of Sioux Falls,
Holdhusen earned his
bachelor’s degree from
Gustavus Adolphus College
in St. Peter, MN. He taught
for a year in Wisconsin,
and then earned his
master’s from
Northwestern University at
Evanston, IL.

He taught in suburban
Chicago for the next six
years before he earned his
doctorate at Florida State,

after which point he came
to USD.

“My wife and I never
dreamed this job would
just kind of open,”
Holdhusen said. “I came in
as an interim, and they
liked me and I stayed. We
never expected to be able
to come 45 miles from
home. It just worked out
well.”

Although he plays “a
little” piano, and played
violin during high school
and college, Holdhusen
said he always has
maintained more focus on
“the vocal side of things.”

“I am a coach-type
person, and to be able to
do music and coaching,

conducting was the way to
g0,” he said. “To be able to
rehearse and help motivate
students, that’s what got

He always reminds his
conducting students, “You
have all the power, and
none of the power.”

“You can think what
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you do means everything,
but if (the choir) doesn’t
respond...” he said.

That’s one of the
challenges of the job, and
it’s one of Holdhusen’s
favorite aspects of it.

“I love building the
trust with the choir,” he
said.
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2007 Country Club Drive — $164,900

OPEN  HOUSE | [

Classified Ads:

Top to walk out lower level
finish! 1909 sf: 3 bed, 3 bath,
Apil 2012 new  carpet,
fireplace, fenced yard w/garden
s shed. Kitchen appliances stay,
J=""1 heated garage w/GDO. Shingles
2010. Close to school bus stop.

———

207 E Pleasant St. - $139,900

Friday at Noon

2 story with important updates! 4 bed, 1.5

updated: AC, roof shingles, electrical,
=M plumbing. Huge attached garage plus
carriage house.

1706 Arnold Palmer lane - $214,900

2097 SF, 4 bed, 3 full bath. New
n, countertops, appliances stay. Main
/ = floor laundry.  Open concept,
| N firepi to deck. Mt bed
7 W/w and bath w/jet tub.
L 3 Lower level finish w/wet bar, 2
bedrooms plus finished walk in

. storage.

Display Ads:

203 Lexington St. — $151,500

2007 split home. 4 bedrooms;

1 bath. Stainless Steel
Appliances stay. New floor in
kitchen, new faucets. Lower
walk out level future family
SN room, future 2nd full bath, all

set to go. Easy access to 129,
and down town.

602 S Pickney - $207,900

Friday at 11AM

201 W. Cherry, Vermillion, SD 57069 - 605-624-4429

baths, 2216 sf
oncept, freplace,

Clay Co., SD Farmland

45 Acres of Excellent, Norway Township Farmland

Wednesday, Sept. 5th = 9:30 a.m.

Located from Holmes Welding on the west edge of
Vermillion, SD: 4-miles west on Timber Road

to 458th Ave, 1/4 mile North
Legal: N 35 rods of S 1/2 NW 1/4 and S 10 rods, N 1/2 NW 1/4, Sec 18-92-
53, Clay County, SD. Taxes are $1,135.66. 44.98 taxable acres.
Clay County FSA office shows 44.7 acres of cropland. Corn base of 22.5 with
a CC yield of 123bu; bean base of 22.2 with a CC yield of 46bu. Predominant
soil types are Lg with a productivity rating of 91% and Hn with a rating of 83%.
Both are 0-2% slope.
This is a super piece of highly productive farmland! A great tract for the small
investor or as an addition to your current farming operation. Make plans to
attend the auction!
Terms: 10% non-refundable down payment made the day of auction with the
balance due on or before Oct 5th. Title insurance and closing costs split 50/
50 between buyer and seller. Clay County Title Company, Closing agent. Seller
to pay taxes through Dec 31, 2012. Possession on March 1st, 2013.
Auctioneers are acting as agents for the seller.

Cleo Erickson, Owner

Gln An | Girard Auction & Land Brokers, Inc.

Toll Free: 1-866-531-6186 - Phone: (605) 267-2421
m Marv Girard, BA #12399; Ken Girard, CAl, AARE Broker #10183;
AUCTION & LAND BROKERS, INC. Mlke Girard, CAI, BA #13549

www.GirardAuction.com

63.58 Acres of Hunting Paradise
in Clay County, South Dakota

Tuesday,
August 28th
9:30 a.m.

Located: From Vermillion, SD: 4 miles North on University Road,
2 1/4miles North on 465th Ave OR 7 miles North on US Highway
19,1 1/2miles East, 3/4mile South.

LEGAL: The W1/2,51/2 of Lot 2, of the SW1/4 Sec 7-93-51,and the S1/2N1/2,SE1/4 Sec 12-
93-52, Clay County, South Dakota. Taxes are $450.36.

This land has been out of crop production for the last 12 years and has been used for deer,
pheasant and turkey hunting. Clay County FSA & NRCS Offices shows that it can be
returned into crop production. This land has excellent tree & grass coverage that lends
itself to excellent hunting. With hunting rights being harder to obtain all the time, this will
be a great opportunity for you and your family to secure a great hunting place for
generations to come. Check out this property in person or contact the auction company
for maps & more information.

TERMS: 10% nonrefundable down payment due day of auction with balance due on
closing of September 28, 2012. Immediate possession. Taxes will be prorated to day of
closing. Title Insurance and closing costs will be split 50/50 between buyer and seller. Clay
County Abstract & Title Co is the closing agent. Auctioneers are acting as agent for the
seller.

Joan E. Hoy, Owner
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