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Acreage management
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Drought Monitor

Please Recycle

during a drought

“Take Half, Leave Half,” is a
grazing rule of thumb which Mindy
Hubert, SDSU Extension small
acreage field specialist, says has
taken on a new meaning during the
drought.

“This is a difficult management
technique to implement when the
plant is less than half of its previous
year’s total growth before grazing
season even started,” Hubert said.

Although the drought has taken

necessary. Buy round bales or large
square bales, if you have the
equipment to handle them. For
more information on where to
locate hay, contact Hubert at (605)
394-1722 or
mindy.hubert@sdstate.edu.

* Budget: Estimate annual feed
consumption and be sure to
purchase enough hay, knowing that
pastures won’t last as long as they
have the past couple of wet years.

largely unchanged

Conditions on the U.S.
Drought Monitor were
largely unchanged except for
a small area over the Black
Hills which was reduced
from Extreme Drought (D3)
to Severe Drought (D2), says

Todey says recipitation
totals, though, were not
sufficient to indicate
improved conditions.
“Some small areas did
receive some precipitation
mid-week. These areas along
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Otherwise livestock owners will run
short and the price of hay will only
increase as we enter the winter. If
acreage managers cannot afford to
feed all of their livestock, they may
have to consider selling them or, if
feasible, taking out a feed loan. “If
the numbers just don’t pencil out,
don’t put yourself at financial risk,”
Hubert advises.

+ Feed efficiency: Invest in a
quality hay feeder that minimizes
waste. Horses can waste more than
50 percent of a round bale if not
placed in a feeder. Feeder type can
also greatly affect the amount of
waste. For more information, visit
1iGrow Horse
(http://igrow.org/livestock/horse/)
today. Monitor your animals’ body
condition and don’t over feed.
Consider limiting the time they
spend at the hay feeder.

For more information, visit
iGrow.org.

its toll on pastures and hay
availability, Hubert provides a list
of management tips to help acreage
managers to minimize the negative
impact of the drought on their land
and pocketbook:

« Save your pastures: Even with
the sky-high price of hay, the long-
term damage that can be done to
pastures by overgrazing is not worth
the extra day or two of not feeding
hay to horses.

* Monitor pastures: Pastures that
lasted two months last year, might
not last even one month this year.
Don’t assume, but rather check the
pasture every few days and remove
animals before half the forage has
been removed. In certain areas of
South Dakota, grasshoppers are
accounting for a significant amount
of forage removal.

* Buy hay in bulk: Get together
with other livestock owners and
share the shipping costs, if
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OBSESSIVELY, RELENTLESSLY AT YOUR SERVICE:

MidAmerican Energy Company puts efficient power in your hands with clean-
burning natural gas. From heating your home or business to cooking, natural gas remains
a smart, affordable energy choice. At MidAmerican Energy, we're committed to keeping up
with your energy needs and supplying energy in the safest, most reliable way possible.

www. MIDAMERICANENERGY.com

Union County Land Sale
526.17 = Acres

Live Auction - Thursday, Sept. 6, 7 p.m.
Pro’s Event Center, 912 N. Dakota St., Vermillion, SD
Tract 1 — 78.75 Acres of Cropland w/ 2 Bins
Tract 2 — 316 Acres of Cropland w/ Irrigation

Sealed Bids — Due Sept. 5, 2012, 4 p.m.
Tract 3 —131.42 Acres of Prime Missouri River Recreation Land

For complete details, check out our website:
www.newharvestland.com
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Dan Specht, Broker ¢ 605-661-0283
Dillon Lambley, Broker  605-830-2378
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keep up to date on how the
drought is impacting South
Dakota’s agriculture
industry, visit iGrow.org.

status statewide was
unchanged, as some
precipitation and cooler
temperatures keep
conditions from worsening.

*With approved credit, excludes tax, title,
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GOLD ® SILVER ® PLATINUM ® COINS
ESTATE JEWELRY

IT’S SO EASY TO CONVERT YOUR UNWANTED GOLD &

SILVER JEWELRY AND OTHER GOLD ITEMS INTO QUICK

CASH. STOP IN TODAY AND WE'LL APPRAISE AND BUY
YOUR ITEMS ON THE SPOT.

Summer Hours:
Wed-Thurs- Fri - 10:00am-5:30pm
Saturday - 10:00am-4:30pm

or by appointment
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LOCAL DEALER.

2901 Broadway, Suite E
Next to Sears
Yankton, SD 57078

605-260-4653

www.midwestgold-silver.com



