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Strolling among sculptures at USD

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.net

The campus of the
University of South Dakota
has long been a home to
public sculpture, from the
statue of Doc Farber near
Old Main to the recent
addition of the coyote
outside the Muenster
University Center.

Last month, the
university continued that
tradition when it brought
in six new pieces courtesy
of SculptureWalk Sioux
Falls.

“I'm getting a lot of
good comments from
campus people,” said Larry
Schou, D.M.A., Dean of the
College of Fine Arts. “I got
an e-mail from Clay
Hoffman, the vice
president of the Student
Government Association.
He hasn’t seen them, but
he’s heard about them
being on campus.

“I think there’s going to
be a lot of good, positive
comments, because classes
get started (soon),” he said.

The sculptures, their
creators and locations are
as follows:

+“Generation Slaps,” by
Matt Miller, which is
between Beacom Hall and
the School of Law building;

«“Stream Chit Chat” by
Won Choi, which is east of
I.D. Weeks Library;

+“Comma,” by Lee
Badger, which is on the
south lawn of the Dean
Belbas Center;

+“Meteor,” by David
Skora, which is located at
Clark Street in front of the
College of Arts & Sciences
building;

+“Relationship Series
XV,” by Joseph Castle,
which is in front of the
Andrew E. Lee Memorial
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Medicine & Science
building; and

+“Manly Springs,” by
Dana Parlier, which is at
North University Street on
the south side of the
Wellness Center.

Schou acts as chair to
the USD Sculpture
Committee, a position for
which he was chosen by
President James Abbott.

The committee also
includes Cathy Wagner,
director of planning and
construction, and Laura
McNaughton, executive
assistant to the president.

Schou worked with Jim
Clark of SculptureWalk
Sioux Falls, who in turn
put out an international
call for proposals for
pieces, ultimately receiving
around 30. It was from
these that the final
sculptures were chosen.

“We didn’t want
representational art like the
coyote statue and the Doc
Farber statue. We wanted
contemporariness,” Schou
said.

The criteria for selection
was “pretty wide open,” he
said.

“All T said was, ‘(The
artists) need to know it’s at
the University of South
Dakota campus,” Schou
said.

The sculptures were
placed in various locations
around campus. Schou said
each piece fits its respective
place, playing off its
surroundings in size, shape
and color.

“These new six
sculptures ... are kind of
branching out across
campus,” he said. “We
tried to spread it out so,
number one, people would
actually walk the whole
campus and see the great
landscaping going on and
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see other buildings in other
parts of the campus.”

While the actual process
of placing the sculptures
went well, it was time-
consuming.

“We wanted the
quartzite bases that
SculptureWalk Sioux Falls
has,” Schou said. “We also
needed cement below the
stone so it’s level and it’s
not going to sink into the
grass. ...

“They actually had to
dig about five feet deep to
put in footings to secure
the area,” he said. “The
base of cement isn’t five
feet, but I think they put
stones in or sand to level it,
make sure it’s secure and
won’t move around.”

Once the cement was
poured, it had to cure for a
week. After that, the
quartzite was laid and the
sculptures were brought in.

“We’re just finalizing
now, just finishing off
some paver blocks to go
around each sculpture so
the mowers won’t have a
difficulty of mowing
around the grass,” Schou
said.

USD is leasing the
current sculptures for a

period of two years, after
which time they will be
replaced with new ones.

The committee is now
in the process of creating a
brochure that will list the
sculptures, and provide an
artist statement and
biography, along with a
map.

When they are
completed, the brochures
will be available online,
across campus and the
community in general.

“We’ll put them all over
town,” Schou said. “Then if
people want to come in
and take a tour of campus
and walk the
ScupltureWalk, they’ll have
a chance to do that.”

Schou said he is grateful
for the opportunity to
work with Jim Clark and
Sioux Falls SculptureWalk.

“I'm glad the University
of South Dakota could
network and work with
that group up there to
bring some of that great
artwork down here for our
community,” he said. “I
think this is going to help
advance the concept in the
Vermillion community of,
‘More public artwork is a
good thing.”

The University of South Dakota

Senior Building
Maintenance Worker-
Carpenter/Off Hours

The University of South Dakota is seeking a
carpenter to perform a wide variety of duties in
the fabrication, construction, maintenance and
repair of University of South Dakota facilities.
Successful applicant will have experience in
repairing, replacing and modifying wood/metal or
other materials utilized in campus buildings/
structures and furniture. Applicant must also have
a valid driver’s license or be able to obtain one.
This position requires varied off hour shifts in
order to provide staff coverage 24/7 365 days a

year.

For more details and to apply, go to
https://yourfuture.sdbor.edu
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final certification.

and excellent benefits.

Services Department.

Department.

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT: Full and part-time positions,
days and night shifts available at Sanford Vermillion Care Center &
Hospital. Come join our team to provide the BEST CARE in our
community! Certification training provided with wage increase upon

CLINIC NURSE - LPN: Join a great nursing team - Full-time position
to include one evening and every 7th Saturday morning. Clinic LPN for
busy family medicine practice. Detail oriented individual that
demonstrates strong organizational skills. Competitive compensation

COOK: Full-time position in the Nutrition Services Department.
DIETARY AIDE: Full and part-time positions in the Nutrition

HOUSEKEEPING: Part-time position in the Environmental Services

PLANT OPERATIONS ASSISTANT: Full-time position, job
responsibilities include basic knowledge of plumbing, mechanical and
electrical systems, ability to operate all power and hand tools. Performs
installation and maintenance of all mechanical and stationary systems,
including boiler operations to ensure a safe and efficient environment.

REGISTERED NURSE - HOSPITAL: Join a great Nursing Team —
full-time position available for hospital RN interested in a
comprehensive, community medical center setting. Competitive
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“Comma,” by Lee Badger, is on the south lawn of the Dean
Belbas Center, and is one of six pieces now on the campus of
the University of South Dakota.

(Photo by Travis Gulbrandson)
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Monday, August 19th
& Austin School 6pm-7pm

Jolley School 6:30pm-7:30pm

Open house for all 1st through 5th grade students.
Parents and students -
meet your teacher for the new school year.

VERMILLION MIDDLE SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE (6th, 7th, 8th grade)

Monday, August 26th: 7pm-8pm
Parents and students - meet your child’s teacher
and see the school building

VERMILLION HIGH
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

(for Freshmen Parents only)

Friday, August 9th
9am - 12pm
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The employees of Sanford Health are
a family. We are committed to each
other and connected to one another.
We are accepting of our differences,
support one another and celebrate
accomplishments. Together.

Find family at Sanford Health.

careers.sanfordhealth.org
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compensation, Federal Nursing Loan Repayment site.

24 hours or more per pay period includes an excellent
benefits package.

Apply online at www.sanfordvermillion.org.
For more information, please contact Cindy Benzel: 605.624.2611 or
Cindy.Benzel @sanfordhealth.org
EOE

Sanford Vermillion
20 S Plum Street
Vermillion, SD 57069

605.624.2611




