
02 Broadcaster Press August 27, 2013 www.broadcasteronline.com

 Walnut Village
 Graduate to gracious living...

 ...a refined choice for 
 your golden years...

 613 Walnut, Yankton, SD • WalnutVillageCare.com • 605-664-4220

 YHS Historic District

 ...a refined choice for your golden years..
 Independent Apartments:
 •Breakfast and lunch
 •Kitchen with custom cabinets and appliances
 •1 or 2 bedroom apartments available

 Assisted Living:
 •Assistance with personal tasks
 •3 meals daily plus snacks
 •Medication management

 Many other features included such as church services, 
 activities, exercise class and elevator and gathering/party 
 rooms. Additional ala carte services such as respite care, 

 garage, and heated/AC workshop available. 

 Senior Apartments
 The perfect blend of privacy and community with an 

 RN  on site & 24 hour staff for your safety and security

 Diversified Agronomy
 • Custom Strip Till • Crop Consulting/Planning
 • GPS Soil Sampling • Soil Fertility Planning

 • Yield Data Analysis & Zone Maps
 • Irrigation Scheduling 

 • General Agricultural Consulting
   • Variable Rate Fertility/Seed Prescriptions

 Joey Hanson
 Crop Consultant

 Elk Point, SD 
 (C) 605.659.4783

 joeybhanson@yahoo.com

 CERTIFIED 
 CROP ADVISOR

 1221 Cornell St., Vermillion, SD • 605-624-5642
 201 NW 13th St., Ste. 3, Beresford, SD  • 800-560-2518

 1-800-560-2518

  TODD’S   TODD’S  TODD’S 
 

 
ELECTRIC SERVICE ELECTRIC SERVICE ELECTRIC SERVICE
 Design/Build • Fiber Cabling • Commercial • Residential

  Service Calls • Boom Truck with Auger • Trenching

 Serving the 
 Beresford and 

 Vermillion Areas

 “The Line To Power”

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

“The knife sharpener
will be here on
Thursday.”

It’s a simple message
that pops up on the
Vermillion Area Farmers
Market Facebook page
from time to time. The
announcements never
include a name; the
person is simply known,
in the world of the local
farmers market, at least,
as “the knife sharpener.”

These posts on the
Facebook page serve as a
clarion call to local
gardeners and cooks to
come to the market with
their with dull blades.

The man who returns
a fine cutting edge to
local knives and tools is
William Schweinle, who,
when occupied, as he
describes it humorously
in “the job that someone
is paying me to do,” is a
statistics professor in
health sciences at the

University of South
Dakota School of
Medicine.

“My undergraduate
degree was in German
literature at the
University of Texas at
Austin, and the best job I
could get in Austin while
I was working on the
degree was in building
supply,” William said.
“And it was an old
German cabinet maker,
Gunther Oswald, brought
up through the old
German tradition of
apprenticeship, who
would buy material from
the store, and I spoke
German, so we would
speak in German, and
finally one day I asked
him, “Could I come to
your shop and apprentice
with you on weekends?”

Gunther agreed.
On William’s first day

of work, he was told by
Gunther, “Before you
learn to dirty my shop,
you’re going to learn to
clean it.”

“So I shoved a broom
around for several
weekends, and finally
when he was satisfied
with that, he said, ‘before
you learn to dull my
tools, you’re going to
learn to sharpen them.’ So
I sat around sharpening
chisels and planes and
things like that,” he said,
“to where I could get
them pretty sharp.”

“Years ago, my wife
said, ‘Do you think you
could sharpen my kitchen
knives?’ and I said, ‘Yeah,
I probably could,’ so I
did,” William said.

Three years ago, it was
suggested that he bring
his knife sharpening skills
and equipment to the
local farmers market, and
he has occasionally set up
shop there since.

The equipment
William uses to sharpen
blades hasn’t changed for
centuries. He uses a
whetstone, with a bit of a
modern twist – it is
rotated slowly by an
electric motor.

“My wife gave me this
one year. It’s essentially a
wet wheel, a slow turning
wheel that goes through a
water bath, and it’s more
or less a man-made
Japanese water stone,” he
said. “As it’s sharpening,
it’s sloughing off a little
bit of grit every time and
the water washes that off
and keeps fresh grit
exposed,” William said.
“The water also helps
keep everything cool so I
can’t burn the temper out
of a knife. It does a good
job.”

That good job is
confirmed by a simple
test – William gently
passes a freshly-
sharpened blade through
a patch of hair on the

skin of his arm. A small
bare area that’s left
behind is testament to his
success.

“If I run out of hair on
my left arm, I switch to
my left leg,” he said,
laughing.

William can sharpen
nearly every kind of knife
that’s brought to him. He
doesn’t use his wheel to
restore a sharp edge to
serrated knives; those
types of blades require a
triangular-shaped tool
made of ceramic that
allows him work in
between the serrations.

“I can do serrated
knives, and I do a fair
amount of scissors, and a
fair amount of gardening
tools. People bring their
shears,” he said. “The one
thing I wouldn’t do
would be hair-cutting
shears, or barber shears.
There’s something unique
about the bevel on those
that I can’t duplicate with
my touch.”

That “touch” came
from his experience while
under the tutelage of the
Gunther about 25 years
ago. There are certain
lessons from that time
that William never fails to
employ as he begins to
give a blade a sharper
edge.

“Number one – be
patient with it, and
another thing is as I grind
the blade, to not use too
much pressure. When you
take the knife through,
the angle doesn’t need to
be precise – that’s what
he (Gunther) always
talked about. The angle
doesn’t matter, he would
say – it’s the feel.”

The craftsman also
taught William how to
finely grind a blade while
leaving a burr, or lip
along the edge.

“Once I get that lip,
and I can feel it all along
the length of the blade, he
(Gunther) then said his
other trick was leather

strops,” William said.
“These are just pieces of
leather glued onto wood,
and each of these has a
different abrasive on
them.”

He uses the
appropriate strop to
gently remove the burr
left on a blade’s edge
during the sharpening
process.

“Those are the tricks –
go for a burr, be patient
getting that burr, and
then be patient polishing
it off with a strop,”
William said. 

Meet William
Schweinle

 101 West Cherry St., Vermillion, SD 57069
 605-624-8624• 800-624-6690

 Dan VanOsdel • Donny Stewart • Tom Taggart
  661-1320    202-0424    670-8682

 V E R M I L L I O N

 Many More to Choose From! 
 www.VermilionFord.com

 2009 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT
 maroon, 1 owner, leather, moonroof, 154,000 miles . . . . . . . $7,995
 2008 Ford Taurus SEL
 blue, 1 owner, new tires, cloth, 144,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,495
 2006 Ford Crown Victoria
 white, 1 owner, police package . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,495
 2006 Pontiac Grand Prix
 white, very clean, new battery, one owner, 135,348 miles . . . . . $6,695
 2006 Chevrolet Silverado
 white, regular cab, local trade, 4x4, 102,000 miles . . . . . . . . . $9,495
 2005 Ford Five Hundred Limited
 dark blue, 1 owner, heated seats, moonroof, 87,826 miles .  .  .  . $8,995
 2005 Chrysler Town & Country
 limited edition, blue, leather, 171,953 Miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,295
 2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser
 white, leather, moonroof, 146,313 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,395
 2005 Ford Expedition XLT
 white, leather, 4x4, 142,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
 2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer
 silver, extended version, 125,470 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
 2005 Hyundai Santa Fe
 silver, limited, leather, 94,863 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
 2005 Ford Escape XLT
 white, 4x4, very clean, 122,950 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,495
 2005 Ford Explorer XLT
 silver, 4x4, 1 owner, 187,000 mile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
 2005 Mercury Montego
 silver, cloth seats, local trade, 95,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,995
 2004 Ford Escape XLT
 red, 4x4, new tires, 122,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
 2004 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer
 hite/tan, 4x4, leather, heat & cool seats, 
 1 owner, 122,100 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995
 2003 Ford Expedition XLT
 blue, 4x4, cloth, very clean, new tires, 84,000 miles . . . . . . . . $9,995
 2002 Ford Windstar
 beige, cloth, local trade, 114,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,895
 2002 Ford Crown Victoria
 beige, limited, local trade, 146,709 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,895
 2002 Ford Expedition XLT
 silver, 5.4 L V8, local trade, we sold new, 133,000 miles . . . $4,995
 2002 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer
 blue, leather, quad seats, rear video, 
 one owner, 115,582 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,395
 2002 GMC Yukon XL
 gray, leather, local trade, 188,535 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,395
 2000 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer
 maroon, leather, local trade, 175,318 mile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,995
 2000 Ford Ranger XLT
 red, ext cab, new tires, 141,746 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
 1999 Honda Accord
 silver, 4 door, local trade, 134,443 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
 1999 Cadillac Deville
 white, 4 door, leather, local trade, 134,162 miles . . . . . . . . . . . $3,495

 OVER  25  USED 
 VEHICLES PRICED 

 UNDER $10,000

Equal  Housing Opportunity 

Town Square I & II 
Apartments 505-507 W. 
Main St. Vermillion, SD 
57069. 1 BR apartments 
for anyone 55 years of age 
or older, or persons with 
disabilities. Please call 
605-624-5218 or visit 
www.oakleafpm.com. 
Utilities are included and 
we are pet friendly. Rental 
assistance available to 
those who qualify. 
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 Tell them 
 you saw it 

 in the 
 Broadcaster!


