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THE BLUFFS
The Bluffs Junior

Tournament
Sponsored by The Bluffs and

Hy-Vee
Boys 7-8                                               
Oliver Hansen           20                 1st
Conner Roerig          22               2nd
Girls 7-8                                               
Stephanie Carr          29                 1st
Isabelle Newcombe   29               2nd
Boys 9-10                                             
Connor Larson          37
Jack Freeburg            39                      
Jackson Girard          17                 1st
Ben Burbach              18               2nd
Will Fairholm            34
Kaleb Preister            24
TJ Tracey                    27
Carter Skogsberg      24
Bodhi Brady              31
Kyler Christensen     25
Caleb Emerson          33
Austin Newcombe    32
Wyatt Gestring          29
Jackson Hennies        19                3rd
Roz Baylor                 31
Girls 9-10                                             
Paige Pederson          33                3rd
Carley Johnson         37
Mya Dejong               30               2nd
Leah Herbster            26                 1st
Boys 11-12                                           
Liam Mechling          27
Hunter Lavin             23               2nd
Brady Martinez         19                 1st
Noah Gilbertson       26                3rd
Tyler Mann                45
Riley Palensky           30
Dillon Gestring         28
Girls 11-12                                           
Sadie Pederson          45
Lilly Johnson             31                 1st
Katrina Heles             35                3rd
Maddie Christensen 35               2nd
Samantha Vogel        31

By Jeremy Hoeck
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net 

As work continues on a
number of athletic-related facility
updates at the University of
South Dakota, the two biggest
projects were turned over to
contractors on Monday.

Mortenson Construction,
based in Minneapolis, assumed
control of the grounds for a $66
million project at USD that
includes a 6,000-seat basketball
and volleyball arena, an outdoor
track and soccer complex, and an
academic laboratory.

That doesn’t, however, mean
that Mortenson would have
workers on site Monday to
begin moving ground,
according to USD athletic

director David Herbster.
“Anything on our end that we

need to remove and get ready,
we’ve done that,” he said last
Thursday.

The timetable for construction
remains on schedule, according
to Lorin Wilcox, the project
manager and building engineer
for USD’s Facilities Management
staff. The track and soccer
complex is set for a 2015
completion, while the arena will
be ready for use by 2016.

“What they choose to do with
that (Monday) is up to them,”
Wilcox said last week. “We’re
more concerned with the end
date, which they’ll meet.”

The bids for the track and
soccer complex were due in
Pierre on Thursday, and the first

bid packages for the arena were
sent out Thursday as well, Wilcox
said.

From there, Mortensen will
sort through the bids and award
subcontractors for both projects.

Those are not the only
athletic-related updates
underway at USD, however,
Herbster said:

•New metal football bleachers
on the west end of the
DakotaDome are being installed,
with a completion date of Aug.
15, 

•The lockers in the soccer and
swimming/diving locker rooms
were replaced, 

•The DakotaDome pool has
been off-line since June so it
can be resurfaced, Herbster
said, and 

•A new Daktronics scoreboard
will be installed out at the main
softball field.

“These are upgrades that have
been on our books for a while,”
Herbster said, “but there will
always be a priority.”

USD has tried to tackle
smaller projects every year, he
added. In 2011, for example, the
permanent seats in the
DakotaDome were replaced and a
new basketball court was
purchased.

Many of the projects, though,
such as the new locker rooms and
resurfaced pool are not ones the
general public would notice,
Herbster said.

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck.

USD construction project takes key step forward

By Jeremy Hoeck 
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net            

With four more teams to the
Football Championship
Subdivision (FCS) playoff field a
year ago, the Missouri Valley
Football Conference probably
could have qualified more than
two teams.

Or, in the minds of league
officials and coaches, it should
have sent more than two.

Commissioner Patty Viverito
made clear during Tuesday’s
preseason coaches teleconference
that the Missouri Valley deserved
more than two playoff bids in 2013.

“Having only two teams in an
expanded bracket is not OK,”
Viverito said. “We have playoff
caliber teams not being selected,
and that’s not OK.”

Despite the FCS post-season
bracket being expanded from 20
to 24 teams last season, the
highest-ranked league in the
country earned only two bids:
North Dakota State and South
Dakota State.

Both won at least one game
(NDSU captured its third straight
national title), but many who
follow the league felt Youngstown
State was also deserving of an
invitation. The Penguins were 8-3
a year ago, despite losing their
final three games, which may
have hurt their prospects.

That didn’t sit well in
Youngstown, according to head
coach Eric Wofford.

“I think it’s very clear that we
should have three or four teams
in,” he said Tuesday. “Everyone
knows that; every coach knows
that.”

And still, the Valley had two
teams in the post-season.

Despite leading the nation in
the Gridiron Power Index (GPI),
the ranking model that serves as
the top indicator for at-large
selection, the MVFC had North
Dakota State at No. 1,
Youngstown State at No. 9, South
Dakota State at No. 12 and
Northern Iowa at No. 13.

“That’s the thing that’s
unfortunately out of our
control,” Wofford said.

As for a way to avoid a similar
issue in the future, Viverito

pointed to two specific ideas:
Help the selection committee
“understand and respect strength
of schedule,” and continue to
schedule top-25 non-conference
games.

“We’re not doing a lot of
that,” she said, referring to the
latter. “Getting them on our
schedule; that may be the more
challenging part, rather than
beating them.”

The University of South
Dakota, for one, played in 2013 a
model similar to the one Viverito
suggested. The Coyotes lost close

games to Northern Arizona and
Montana, both top-25 and
playoff-bound teams out of the
Big Sky Conference.

USD head coach Joe Glenn,
who previously coached in the
Big Sky, was quick to point out
that a difference between that
league and the Missouri Valley
was easy to see late in the season
— when the Coyotes played
Montana and North Dakota State
in consecutive weeks.

“There was no comparison.
None whatsoever,” Glenn said.

By that point, USD had also
completed its conference
schedule (at 3-5), and was able to
reflect back on a 6-point loss at
Northern Arizona. “And they
weren’t as good as people in our
league,” Glenn added.

The first Valley coach to talk at
length about — and offer a
proposal to bolster — the
league’s playoff chances was
Mark Farley at Northern Iowa.

He suggested that perhaps the
league should split into two
divisions to have two league
champions, and then a third
team could possibly earn an at-
large bid to the post-season.

“We need to plan ahead and
project some possibilities of what
we can do to get a third or fourth
team in,” Farley said. “Scheduling
is a big part of that.”

Viverito was asked about the
possibility of splitting the league
into two 5-team divisions as
Farley suggested, and she wasn’t
in favor in playing fewer games.

“I have a hard time
envisioning how that logic helps
us,” the commissioner added.

MVFC ‘not OK’ with so
few playoff qualifiers

(Courtesy image)

The USD Coyotes are not
expected to threaten for the
Missouri Valley Conference
title in 2014.

The Coyotes are expected
to toil toward the bottom of
the standings as they were
picked 8th by league coaches
after last season's 4-8 record.

That is of course
according to a
consensus which does not
include Joe Glenn.

The third-year head coach
of the Coyotes is definitely
not planning on falling in
line with the voters' way of
thinking.

"I definitely take offense
and yet I never did like it

Coyotes
tabbed for

8th in MVC
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