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Princesses crowned in fair pageant

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

The 2014 Miss Clay County Fair
Pageant brought a little something
extra to the Clay County Fair on
Friday.

It crowned not just two
princesses, as it has since the
pageant became a regular part of
the fair in 2009. This year, a third
young lady was bestowed the title
of Miss Clay County
Quasquicentennial Princess.
Princess

The new Miss Clay County Fair
princess is Signe West, 11-year-old
daughter of Liv and Jerami West of
Vermillion. First runner-up is
Kennedy Pratt, 12-year-old
daughter of Farron and Shellie
Pratt of Vermillion.

Second runner-up is Tatem
Passick, 11, the daughter of Chad
and Kirney Passick of Vermillion.
Kayla Andersen, the 11-year-old
daughter of Chad and Dawna
Andersen of Vermillion, is third
runner-up, and fourth runner-up is
Skylyn Fitzgerald, 11, daughter of
William and Mary Fitzgerald of
Irene.

Junior princess

Mackenzie Brady, 10, the
daughter of William and Crystal
Brady of Vermillion, was crowned
Miss Clay County Fair Junior
Princess. First runner-up is Tally
Allison, the 10-year-old daughter of
Kase and Alli Allison of Vermillion.

Second runner-up is Emma
Emerson, 8, the daughter of Jay and
Ann Emerson of Vermillion. Kylie
Kribell, 9, the daughter of Brian
Kribell and Diane Lyngstad, is third
runner-up.

Quasquicentennial Princess

Brooke Jensen, the 7-year-old
daughter of Kyle and Becky Jensen
of Meckling, was crowned Miss
Clay County Quasquicentennial
Princess. This category, added to
the pageant this year to help
celebrate South Dakota's 125th
anniversary, provided an
opportunity for younger girls in
Clay County to participate in the
pageant.

Other entrants in this category
are: Tambry Job, 7, daughter of
Trevor and Audrey Job of
Vermillion; Caitlyn Andersen, 7,
daughter of Chad and Dawna
Andersen of Vermillion; Alexandria
Dobney, 7-year-old daughter of
James and Jennifer Wittrock,
Beresford; and Madlyn Peterson, 7,
daughter of Evan and Stacy
Peterson of Wakonda.

Pageant participants were
judged by these criteria:

Private interview — Each
contestant participated in a private
interview with the judges.
Contestants were questioned on the
information they provided on their
fact sheets.

Sportswear — In this phase of the
pageant, contestants modeled a
sportswear outfit of their choice.
This is an opportunity for the
judges to get a glimpse of the
contestants' daily routine and
lifestyle.

Talent — Fach contestant had to
perform up to one-and-a-half
minutes of talent of their choosing.

Party wear and on stage
question — Each contestant
modeled a party dress and had to
answer a question posed to them
while on the main stage during the
pageant.

Marley Hanson, one of the four
judges for the 2014 pageant, viewed
the event with a unique perspective.
In 2009, she was crowned the very
first Clay County Fair Princess, and,
in her words, caught the pageant
bug from that moment on.

Hanson has competed in six
pageants, and besides holding the
Clay County Fair Princess title, she
has been crowned Miss Rushmore's
Outstanding Teen 2013 in the Miss
South Dakota Pageant, and Miss
Siouxland's Outstanding Teen
2013.

“It was really fun being asked
to judge, because in the past I've
emceed and helped the girls get
ready,” she said. “This year, to
actually be able to judge was a
such a fun experience. It was
really, really fun; it was so hard,
though, because all of the girls did
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Signe West of Vermillion smiles broadly as she is crowned the 2014 Miss Clay County Fair Princess at the conclu-
sion of the Miss Clay County Fair Pageant.

such an amazing job.”

Hanson said it was too bad that
crowns were given to only three
girls out of all of the contestants,
because, in her mind, they are all
winners. The 17-year-old will be a
senior at Vermillion High School
this school year, and enjoys helping
the community with the Weekend
Backpack Program and the
Children's Miracle Network.

She hopes, too, while
participating as a judge in the
pageant, she may have been part of
a life-changing event for one of the
young girls.

“This is an opportunity to
change young girls' lives,” Hanson
said, “by helping them to realize
that pageants are an exciting thing,
and they can continue on in their
pageant career.”

Another of the judges at Friday's
event — Jessica Albers of Yankton —
also is no stranger to pageants. She

reigned as Miss South Dakota USA
in 2012.

“Today's girls were a
phenomenal bunch,” she said after
the conclusion of Friday's event on
the fairgrounds. “All of them had
wonderful interpersonal skills; they
all talked very eloquently and had
such grace.

“They all showed their
personalities and that's what
pageants are about — about
showcasing your personality and
being able to help others while
you're doing it,” Albers said.

Albers is a graduate of Mount
Marty College, and while studying
there participated in collegiate
cheer, track, and cross country, and
was also active in campus business
organizations. She performed with
the Mount Marty acapella choir,
and graduated with a degree in
business administration and
marketing. She is executive
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manager of Countryside Stores in
northeast Nebraska.

Other judges for the pageant
were Jean Miller of Gayville, and
Sue Morrison of Wakonda.

“It was really hard to judge who
was going to win,” Albers said of
her experience in Vermillion Friday,
“and I'm really happy with the
outcome, and I'm sure everybody
else is here, too.”

She said all of the girls who
participated in the pageant will
benefit from it.

“It's a growth opportunity for
all ages, no matter how young or
how old you are,” Albers said.
“Being in front of a crowd is
definitely one of scariest events
there can be, but the girls did an
amazing job. They are so confident
in who they are, and they are fun to
watch.”
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understatement.

“We could still get some
good rain,” Adams said.

Also noticed by many in
the area has been the very
mild daytime
temperatures. Highs have
roamed around the mid-70
to low-80 mark. On many
of those days the humidity
has remained low enough
to feel the crispness in the

“Average temperatures
are warmer than what we
had (Aug. 4-9),” Adams
said. “The moisture we
had trapped over the
region created continuous
days of cooler
temperatures.”

Things had dried up a
bit from Monday through
the Plain Talk deadline on
Wednesday, but fret not
farmers and cheer not
campers, things may stay
almost the same as recent
weeks.

temperature will be below
normal,” Adams said. “It
looks fairly quiet for a few
days, but there is a 40
percent chance of rain
Thursday, Thursday night,
and it will stay at a 20-30
percent chance over the
weekend. It won’t be along
the lines as what we saw
last week, but there are
some chances you will see
some type of scattered
showers.”

Rain or shine it’s all hit
or miss when it comes to
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unopposed for the two
seats.

Bolin is an incumbent,
while Gov. Dennis
Daugaard appointed
Anderson to fill a legislative
vacancy.

Bolin and Anderson
defeated Kevin Jensen of
Canton in the GOP
primary. Fedderson and
Shanks had run unopposed
in the Democratic primary.

In the District 16 Senate

race, voters will choose
between Republican
incumbent Dan Lederman
of Dakota Dunes and
Democratic challenger Ann
Tornberg of Beresford.

You can follow Randy
Dockendorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf.
Discuss this story at
www.plaintalk.net.
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“It wasn’t normal
because you don’t see that
much rain all at one time,”

INVEST IN

Now it’s turning back off.
The temperatures were
nice, but the humidity was

WIND ENERGY

Dakota Power Community wind is hosting a series of investment meetings
for South Dakota investors to learn more about a South Dakota wind farm
development opportunity. The plateau that extends east of Interstate 29
northeast of Beresford to south of Canton, shows GREAT PROMISE for wind
energy production. The opportunities for an eastern South Dakota wind farm
are enhanced by a proposed major transmission line from northwestern
lowa to Joliet, IL that would provide marketing opportunities for the power all
the way to the East Coast. The investment opportunity is structured to
provide for South Dakota residents to become investors for as little as

$4,000.
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humidity.”

DAKOTA
POWWER

COMMUNITY WIND

Meetings will be held in your area on:

e Tuesday, August 19th
at the Holiday Inn Express in Vermillion at 7:00 PM

and

e Monday, August 25th

and Wednesday, August 27th
at the Best Western Ramkota in Sioux Falls at 7:00 PM

The information provided is not an offer to sell securities. Investors who wish to purchase securities in Dakota Power
Community Wind must be a resident of South Dakota and may only invest after receiving and reviewing a prospectus.




