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 The Yankton (S.D.) Press & Dakotan, a six-day-a-week 
 daily newspaper, is seeking applicants for a part-time 
 sportswriting position. 

 The position will aid in covering a dynamic sports market 
 that features an NCAA Division I college athletic program. 
 The successful applicant will assist in the sports 
 coverage, which will include taking area game reports, 
 staffing area events and some feature writing.

 Strong writing skills and sports background are needed. 
 Page design and photography skills are a plus. 

 To apply or for more details, contact Sports Editor James 
 D. Cimburek, 319 Walnut St., Yankton, SD 57078; call 
 (605) 665-7811; or e-mail  james.cimburek@yankton.net .

 SPORTSWRITER

 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD • www.yankton.net
  605-665-7811 •  1-800-743-2968

 Equal Opportunity Employer

 P RESS & D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

By Jeremy Hoeck
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

The full 2014-15
schedule released Thursday
by the University of South
Dakota women’s basketball
program does show signs
that things are continuing
to get better.

Not to mention proof
that an NCAA Tournament
does have its benefits when
it comes time to piece
together a schedule.

Road games this season
at Portland State (Nov. 19),
Washington (Nov. 20) and
Marquette (Nov. 30) will all
be returned to Vermillion
the following season,
according to USD head
coach Amy Williams.

“That’s a huge step for
us in the right direction,”
Williams said Thursday.
“And when the new arena
gets here, we’ll see an even
bigger step — the quality
will get better. 

“It’s progress. We feel
like we’re raising the bar.”

There still remains,
though, some early-season
tests away from Vermillion.

The Coyotes — winners
of the Summit League
tournament last season —
will play five of their six
games in November on the
road, but will then play five
of seven in December
inside the DakotaDome.

USD opens the season
on the road at Drake on
Nov. 14, followed by
consecutive road games at
Kansas (Nov. 16), Portland
State and Washington,
before opening the home
slate Nov. 24 against UC
Irvine. The month then
wraps up at Marquette.

The month of
December begins with
consecutive home games
against Northern Iowa
(Dec. 4), Cal State
Fullerton (Dec. 6),
Valparaiso (Dec. 9), NAIA
University of Saint Mary
from Kansas (Dec. 18) and
fellow NCAA Tournament
qualifier North Dakota
(Dec. 21). 

The non-conference
schedule concludes Dec.
28-29 at a Texas San
Antonio tournament,

where the Coyotes will face
host UTSA and
Chattanooga.

Coming off an NCAA
Tournament appearance,
USD saw a trickle down
effect that affected
scheduling for this season,
Williams said. And yes,
there were instances in
which teams were hesitant
to schedule the Coyotes,
she added.

“It’s interesting,”
Williams said. “It works
both ways. Sometimes it
makes life easier and
sometimes it’s more
difficult when people say,
‘We’re not sure that we
want to go down that
road.’”

Another obstacle, at
least for one more season,
is scheduling around
conflicts with the
DakotaDome — when
football plays into late
November and basketball
teams have to play on the
road for the first two weeks.

That will all change for
the 2016-17 season when
USD opens up its new
6,000-seat arena.

“We heard that a couple
times, people saying, ‘Talk
to us in another year when
you’ll open up a new
arena,’” Williams said.
“Still, the Dome has been a
really good home court
advantage for us.”

In the meantime, the
Coyote women have to
adjust. They, for example,
play their first three
Summit League games on
the road, before hosting
North Dakota State on Jan.
15, 2015.

By that point, USD will
have been tested by a non-
conference schedule
designed to do exactly that,
Williams said.

“That’s a goal of ours, to
continue to make our
schedule as challenging as
we can,” she said. “We
know to be the best, you’ve
got to beat the best.”

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss
this story at
www.yankton.net.

USD Women’s hoops
release 2014-2015 Schedule

The 39th annual National Old-Time Country &
Bluegrass Festival & Contest is set to begin Monday
and go through Sunday in LeMars, Iowa at the
Plymouth County Fairgrounds.

Over 650 performers will play on 10 stages with
noted acts included John Carter Cash, LuLu Roman,
Terry Smith, Harmonicats, Hank Sasaki from Japan,
Goldwing Express, and Tamra Rosanes from
Denmark.

The event is sponsored by Bob and Shiela
Everhart and Pioneer Ag Expo. 

Admission is $15 per day for the Monday-
Thursday sessions and $20 per day on the weekend,
with patrons under the age of 17 are allowed in free.

A seven-day special gate pass is available for $70.
RV camping is also available with electricity at $15
per day, $10 without. 

Food will also be available.
For more information call (712) 762-4363 or

visit www.nctma.net.

Boogie down to
bluegrass in LeMars
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