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A Recipe For
Friendship

Holiday Cookie Exchange Slated For Gayville Dec. 22

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

GAYVILLE — Later this
month, area residents will be
gathering for what is fast
becoming one of the more
popular — and tastier —
local holiday traditions.

Gayville’s holiday cookie
exchange will be taking place
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22,
at RJ Riders Bar & Grille.

For the event, interested
people make a large batch of
a single type of cookie, which
they then share at the
exchange.

“You just sign up and then
we give you a call and tell
you how many people signed
up,” said Missy Taggert,
event coordinator. “Last year,
we did two cookies per per-
son, and we had 43 people
signed up, so you had to do 86
cookies and bring them. You

bring one kind, and you go
home with 43 different
kinds.”

Taggert said she hopes for
at least 40 participants again
this year.

“We set it up buffet-style,”
she said. “Everybody brings
their own container, and once
everybody’s there we just go
around the table and pick up
whatever assigned number
of cookies per person there
is. We usually have munchies
there and everybody has a
toddy or a soda, and then just
hang around and visit.”

The cookie exchange usu-
ally lasts an hour or two. A
number of area vendors will
also be attending.

“It’s a girls’ night out,” Tag-
gert said. “(But) guys can
come, t00.”

Participants don’t need to
limit themselves to cookies,
she said. Past exchanges

Volin Boosting Tax Jan. 1

PIERRE — Beginning Jan.
1, 2010, six South Dakota
communities will implement
new municipal taxes or
update their current city
taxes.

Volin is among the munic-
ipalities making changes,
increasing its 1 percent gen-
eral sales and use tax rate to
2 percent

Other municipal tax
changes that will take effect
next month include:

¢ Buffalo is increasing its 1
percent general sales and use
tax rate to 2 percent

¢ Fairfax is imposing a 2
percent general sales and use
tax rate.

e LaBolt is imposing a 1
percent general sales and use
tax rate.
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® Volga is increasing its 1
percent general sales and use
tax rate to 2 percent

* Wood is imposing a 2 per-
cent general sales and use tax
rate.

The South Dakota Depart-
ment of Revenue and Regu-
lation has Municipal Tax
Information Bulletins avail-
able listing all municipal sales
and use tax rates statewide as
well as information on tribal
sales, use and excise taxes.
Updated bulletins are free of
charge and available after
dJan. 1, 2010, by contacting the
Department of Revenue and
Regulation at 1-800-TAX-
9188 (1-800-829-9188) or
download a copy from the
Department’s Web site at
www.state.sd.us/drr.

have featured a wide variety
of baked goods, including
baklava, fudges, rosettes,
krumkake and peanut brit-
tle.

“There’s usually some-
thing new that you haven’t
had before,” said event coor-
dinator Lisa Tripp.

There is only one rule:
“Slice and bake” dough cook-
ies are not permitted.

“If you’re not going to mix
them up and cook them, don’t
bother to come,” Taggert said,
laughing.

“We want homemade,”
Tripp added.

Although she hasn’t decid-
ed whether she’ll be partici-
pating in the exchange this
year, Tripp said she usually
makes Bing bars.

“I’m a bar person,” she
said. “Mix it and slap it in
the pan.”

Taggert said, “I like to try

a new recipe every year, so
this year I've got white choco-
late cranberry.”

Tripp said the people who
take part in the exchange
always have “a great time.”

“This year, we had one
lady that called and wanted
to sign up before we even had
it ready to go,” she said.

Although Tripp and Tag-
gert can’t remember exactly
when they started the cook-
ie exchange, they know it was
at least four years ago.

“Lisa and I have always
done a lot of baking, and we
thought, “This will be an eas-
ier way to do it,” Taggert
said.

They also saw it as a good
way to do some socializing.

“We just thought it would
be fun to get together,” Tripp
said.

“If we’re not at work, we
don’t go anywhere, so this is

ish for a great deal
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a time to go somewhere and
do something, other than just
being at home and being at
work,” Taggert said.

That’s one of the best parts
about the cookie exchange,
Tripp said.

“You see people you don’t
normally see a lot. This is
like what you'd call a ‘bed-
room town, I guess. People
work out of town, so they're
only here at night,” she said.

“Everybody has good
intentions of getting togeth-
er, but it doesn’t always hap-
pen because everybody’s so
busy,” Taggert added.

Sign-up sheets are avail-
able at CorTrust Bank in

Gayville, as well as RJ Riders
Bar & Grille. People can also
sign up by calling the bank at
267-4487, and RJ Riders at
267-2699

A phone number is
requested so participants can
be informed of how many
cookies they will need to
make.

Taggert said anybody who
is interested can participate.

“It’s not just a ‘cliquey’
group of people,” she said.
“We have called and expand-
ed the invitation to every-
body. ... It’s something I wrote
on the invitation: ‘Good
friends, good time equals a
great recipe.”
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You are Invited to a Special

Holiday Celebration!
Sunday, December 13, 2009

“. The University of South Dakota

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

Holiday Concert

Vermillion High School Performing Arts Theatre
1001 E. Main Street, Vermillion

Tree of Lights Open House & Tree Lighting
Official Tree Lighting at 6 p.m.

Sanford Vermillion Main Lobby, 20 S. Plum Street

Enjoy refreshments, hors d’ oeuvres and holiday music

This Holiday Celebration is open to the public.
A $5 donation is suggested for concert attendees.

Proceeds from the Tree of Lights project will assist in covering the cost of mammography
services for the uninsured and underserved population in our service area.
For more information, log on to sanfordvermillion .org or call 605-638-8465.
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