
By Jeremy Hoeck 
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

So it begins again.
For the second time in two

and a half years, the University of
South Dakota has lost its athletic
director to the Football Bowl
Subdivision and Mid-American
Conference (MAC) ranks.

The position was vacated
again Thursday, Dec. 14, when
David Sayler resigned to take the
same job at Miami University of
Ohio. Sayler, 43, was hired at
USD in June 2010 after former
A.D. Joel Nielsen left for Kent
State.

This time, though, it was a
family matter that spurred
Sayler’s desire to move closer to
home. The mother of Sayler’s
wife, Katie, recently died
suddenly, which set into motion
the process of Sayler seeking the
same position at a bowl-eligible
school with Division I hockey.

“Anybody that really knows
the situation, knows it’s a
personal move for him and his
family,” said USD football coach
Joe Glenn, who was hired by
Sayler in December 2011.

“He really wanted to close the
deal on the arena project, but I
think in almost all cases in life,
family comes first.”

The news of Sayler’s departure
was met with surprise during an
early afternoon staff meeting
Thursday at the DakotaDome in
Vermillion, leaving senior
associate athletic director ¬– and
now interim A.D. – David
Herbster to take control. The idea
of Sayler potentially leaving was,
according to associate A.D. James
Bandy, “Way under the radar.”

“Nobody saw this coming,”
Bandy, responsible for Internal
Operations, said. “This was a
situation where Miami came after
him. That it happened to be in
Ohio, and where their family
concerns are included, we all
obviously understand.”

Sayler is no stranger to the
state of Ohio. He earned his
bachelor of arts degree from
Ohio Wesleyan University in
1991, spent three years in the
private sector in Cleveland and
later served as associate athletic
director for business operations
at Bowling Green State University
from 2001-05.

“I’ve always had my eye on it,”
Sayler said at his introductory
Miami press conference in
Oxford, OH. “It’s a special day for
me and my family. I always felt
like this was a great fit for me
when the job came open.”

Though he was only at USD
for two years, Sayler did not seek
to immediately leave, according
to head men’s track coach Dave
Gottsleben – the longest-tenured
Coyote coach in his 29th year.

“Those (family matters) all
have to be factors, but I would
assume it was a really tough

decision,” Gottsleben said. “He
wasn’t the guy to suddenly start
looking for a job once his
contract here was signed.

“With us, he did a pretty good
job here, he set some things in
motion that whoever gets the
opportunity will have some good
things set up.”

Chief among Sayler’s
accomplishments at USD was his
involvement in securing Board of
Regents approval for the 2015
Facilities Master Plan, which
includes a new
volleyball/basketball arena, a new
outdoor track and a soccer
complex. The $48 million project
— $58 million in total with a
research lab “connector” – is set
to go to the S.D. State Legislature
next month.

Fundraising for the project is
within $10 million of the final

pricetag, Sayler said during a
speech at Yankton Quarterback
Club two weeks ago.

Among the other items on
Sayler’s USD resume: He helped
secure a multimedia rights deal
with Learfield Sports earlier this
year, and also helped implement a
new athletic logo that was
unveiled in August.

Sayler also hired two coaches
in his tenure, Glenn and Amy

Williams to lead the women’s
basketball program in early June.
He was also instrumental in
securing an apparel and shoe
contract with Adidas in February
2012.

Sayler did not return messages
left Thursday.

“I know that he loves this
place a lot, but it has nothing to
do with USD why he left,” Glenn
said. “We cheer for him.”
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Chamber Business:
Announcement:  A Holiday

Gift from the Chamber
Members to the Community:
The VCDC is conducting a
Vermillion Bucks sale.  We are
offering $10,000 in Vermillion
Bucks available for purchase in
$100 bundles of $20
denominations at the
discounted rate of $85 per
bundle.  This equates to an

immediate discount of 15
percent off on all products and
services in Vermillion.  They can
be purchased at the VCDC
office at 116 Market Street.
Limited to two bundles per
family.

Business After Hours: Are
you looking for an opportunity
to showcase your business and
network with your peers? Sign
up to host a Business After
Hours event! These events
generally run from 5 to 7 p.m.
on a weeknight and the hosting
business provides hors
d'oeuvres and refreshments. If
interested, please contact Ann
at:
annb@vermillionchamber.com
or at 624-5571.
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ANNIVERSARIES

Rev. Robert and Pauline Grossmann
The public is invited to join the family of Rev. Robert and Pauline

Grossmann as they celebrate the couple's 50th anniversary with an open
house from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 30, at Providence Reformed
Church, 830 Madison St., Vermillion, SD. No gifts please.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21
• The Department of Labor and Regulation will be hosting a

Job Search Assistance Program (JSAP) from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 1024
W. Cherry St. The JSAP is a free workshop for people recovering
from job loss or enhancing their job search skills. Trained
instructors speak on modern-day techniques used to successfully
find employment. Topics covered are: resume and  cover letter
writing, interviewing etiquette, networking effectively, using social
media and much more. Parties interested in attending should
register by calling (605) 677-6900 before 5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
19.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22
• Overeaters Anonymous at 9 a.m. Location: Sanford Vermillion

Medical Center, 20 S. Plum St., administration entrance just south
of the hospital entrance in the board room. Overeaters
Anonymous is a 12-step program for people with eating disorders
and struggles.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
• Al-anon meeting at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,

corner of Main and Linden. For more information, call 624-9764.
• No classes at Vermillion Public Schools through Friday, Jan. 4.

PLANNING AHEAD:
• DEC. 29 — Overeaters Anonymous at 9 a.m. Location:

Sanford Vermillion Medical Center, 20 S. Plum St., administration
entrance just south of the hospital entrance in the board room.
Overeaters Anonymous is a 12-step program for people with
eating disorders and struggles.

• JAN. 8-10 — The 30th Annual Dakota Farm Show is Tuesday-
Thursday, Jan. 8-10 at the DakotaDome. Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Thursday. Free
admission and free parking. For more information please go to
www.farmshowusa.com. For vendor information, please call
Penny Swank at 507-437-7969.

• JAN. 11 — Brown Bag Lunch program, “Rich Blues and
More,” featuring Rich Patton on guitar, harmonica and tenor sax
at 12:05 p.m. at the National Music Museum located on the USD
campus, corner of Clark and Yale streets. Free and open to the
public.

• FEB. 10 — “Shrek the Musical,” at the Orpheum in Sioux City.
Call (712) 224-6423 or e-mail mlanqourakis@sioux-city.org for
ticket information.

• MARCH 15-16 & 22-23 — 2013 Schmeckfest in Freeman.
Meal served from 4-7 p.m. “Fiddler on the Roof,” performance at 8
p.m. For ticket information, call 605-925-4542 or visit:
www.schmeckfest.com.

Does your business or organization have an event you would like
included in the Community Calendar?  If you do please call the
Vermillion Area Chamber of Commerce and Development Company
at 605-624-5571 or e-mail vcdc@vermillionchamber.com or contact
the Plain Talk at 605-624-2695 or e-mail david.lias@plaintalk.net.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CHAMBER CHAT

 Knutson Family Dentistry
 Dr. Richard Knutson • Dr. Matthew Knutson

 1714 E. Cherry St. • Vermillion, SD

 605.624.6291

 KEEPING SMILES

 MERRY &  MERRY & 
 

 
BRIGHT! BRIGHT!

 Christmas Services
 Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th
 4pm, 7pm, and 10pm
 Christmas Day, Dec. 25th
 10am
 Trinity Lutheran Church
 816 E. Clark St.
 Vermillion, SD

 Communion served at all services.
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USD athletic director Sayler leaves

By Jeremy Hoeck
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

Shortly after the announcement was released,
department officials and coaches were quick to
point out that, yes, everything will be fine at the
University of South Dakota in the wake of
athletic director David Sayler leaving.

It’s not new territory for USD, which had a
similar situation two years ago when Joel
Nielsen left for the same job at Kent State
University.

The key now, staff members said Thursday, is
to keep moving.

“It’s not like we’re young kids asking the dad
for the keys to the car,” head men’s track coach
Dave Gottsleben said Thursday afternoon.

True, USD does have three coaches with at
least 19 years experience and five others with at
least five years on the job, so it’s not exactly like
everything will change.

“For us, it’s another obstacle we have to deal
with, but I don’t see it affecting what we do in
our individual sports,” Gottsleben said.

USD staff was informed of the impending
announcement during a meeting Thursday at
the DakotaDome. It was at that time that senior
associate A.D. David Herbster made clear that
life will go on, according to associate A.D. James
Bandy.

“It took most of us by surprise, but we all
know this is part of the job, people can come
and go at the drop of a hat,” said Bandy, whose
primary responsibilities include internal
operations.

“There will be some leadership challenges for
us, certainly, but I don’t think anybody will shy
away from them.”

For the second time in as many athletic
director searches, Herbster is the interim A.D.
He was the man in charge during the short
three-month period between Joel Nielsen and
David Sayler in 2010.

The position will likely be opened to a
national search, as was the case in 2010 when
Nielsen left.

“Over the next couple of weeks, president
(Jim) Abbott and David will obviously have
some meetings to see what they want to do in
the interim, as far as advertising for the
position,” Bandy said.

“I expect one question that will be asked will

be, how will this affect the fundraising and all
the work we’ve made so far.”

With USD nearing $10 million remaining on
a $58 million project for a new basketball and
volleyball arena, along with an outdoor track
and soccer complex, the need to keep moving is
key, Bandy said.

“David intends to go out and continue
raising money and talk with potential donors,”
he said. “It might be two weeks or it might be a
month where there might be some
reassignments or some of our staff taking on
more responsibilities.”

As to who replaces Sayler is the next big
question at USD.

“I would hope the next person would
consider more stability; a longer stay, but that’s
not for me to say,” Gottsleben said.

Herbster, who has been with USD since 2007,
is seen by many as the next logical choice, given
his experience with Coyote athletics and his
familiarity and involvement in ongoing projects.

Prior to coming to USD, Herbster served as
athletic director at Nebraska Omaha (2005-07)
and Concordia University-St. Paul (2001-04).

Among Herbster’s other stops in his career
were Pittsburg State, a Division II school in
Kansas, and North Dakota State. It was at those
spots where he got to know Joe Glenn, who
would later be talked out of retirement by Sayler
and Herbster to coach football at USD – his
alma mater.

“I got to know him when we would play his
schools in the playoffs,” Glenn said. “When they
came down to talk to me (last year), it helped
that he (Herbster) was at my school.”

Having experienced staff members already in
house is naturally a relief for coaches,
Gottsleben said.

“Obviously this is something that our
president has to sleep on,” he said. “We’ve got
some great people in our building already. I
think everyone’s concern is the building project
and moving our department forward, so
hopefully they can get someone who is
knowledgeable about what’s going on.”

Who that will be is up to Abbott and a search
committee, but Bandy made sure to point out
that life must continue in the interim phase.

“I certainly hope our staff has confidence in
us, that we can move forward without missing a
beat,” he said.

Herbster takes over in interim


