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friends and Scout leaders,” he
said.

8.The harder you work
towards a goal, amazingly, the
luckier you get. Gilbertson
noted that he is struck by the
accomplishments of some of
USD’s best-known graduates,
ranging from Neuharth and
Robbie, to Ernest Lawrence,
Tom Brokaw, and Joe Foss.
“Every one of these individuals
gives credit to USD as one of
the primary foundations for
their success,” he said. 

7. Always treat others the
way you want to be treated, or
suffer the consequences.

6. Life is not always fair. “In
fact, if I can give you a
guarantee today, it will be that
life is not fair,” Gilbertson said.

5. Learn to appreciate and
care for the finest things in life,
which are often free. “A friend
of mine is fond of saving, as we
both look at a sunset going
down over a lake we both love,
‘God’s not making any more
shoreline these days.’ What we
have, we have to protect, and
we have to take care of it,” he
said.

4. As Dorothy told Toto in
the Wizard of Oz, “Toto, there’s
no place like home.” Gilbertson
said USD can be justly proud of
it 150 years of training leaders
for the state, nation and world.
“Graduates, I would ask you to
consider staying in South
Dakota. I did, and I’ve never
regretted it,” he said.

3. Strive to achieve a balance
in your life. “While work is
important, take time to smell
the roses and enjoy life. Family
should come first. No one, on
his or her deathbed, was ever
heard to say they wished they
had spent more time at the
office,” Gilbertson said.

2. Learn the skill of
listening. Listen instead of talk.
“I don’t know of anyone who
ever got into trouble by
listening,” he said, “but I know
a lot of people who got into
trouble by not listening or by
talking.”

1. “When I was in high
school, and had assured myself
that I had learned everything I
needed to know for life to be a
howling success, I came out the
door one day, and here was my
mother on her hands and
knees, planting flowers,”
Gilbertson said. “I looked at her
said, ‘Why are you doing this?
This is a parsonage; we don’t
own it; we will never own it.
Why don’t you go inside where
it’s cool?’

Gilbertson said her mother
replied, “I’ve never owned a
home, and I may never own a
home, but every place I’ve
lived, I’ve always tried to leave
it a little nicer than I found it.
Graduates, may we take a clue
from this. Wherever you wind
up, may you leave it a little
nicer than you found it.”

■ USD
From Page 1

The City of Vermillion has
announced the hiring of
Richard Shannon Draper as
the city’s new fire chief.

Draper’s career spans more
than 25 years, during which
time he served a wide variety
of departments, from
volunteer to military to
public, in a host of places
including Pennsylvania,
Kosovo and Hungary. Most
recently, he lectured in South
Korea about advanced
leadership skills for fire
service chief officers.

His most recent experience
with a career fire department
was in Missouri.

Draper replaces Fire Chief
Doug Brunick, who retired in
June after more than 30 years
of service. To find a
replacement for him, the city
embarked upon a national
search for a new chief,
reviewing applications and
conducting a series of phone
and in-person interviews,
eventually narrowing the pool
down to three applicants.

Draper will begin his
duties in Vermillion late this
month.

Draper hired as
new fire chief


