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USD’s Larson On The Road To Recovery

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

VERMILLION — In basket-
ball terms, Tyler Larson was
projected to be a starting
‘wing’ until he injured one of
his ‘wheels.’

Thus began an unex-
pected recovery that led the
highly-touted guard for the
USD men’s basketball team
from the sidelines last season
back into the regular rotation
this season.

Larson, a 6-foot-3 native of
Las Vegas, Nev., arrived in
Vermillion a year ago and in-
stantly proved to coaches —
led by former Coyote coach
Dave Boots — that he was
ready to be a factor in the
Summit League.

Then came a pre-season
tear of the ACL in his right
knee.

“At first, it was like, ‘[ kind
of just want to take it easy
until [ get back into the
groove of things,”” said Lar-
son, who sat out the 2012-13
season after coming to USD
from Casper (Wyo.) College.

“Now it just feels like sec-
ond nature, like [ never got
hurt.”

It hasn’t been the easiest
transition back to full-speed
action, as one could imagine.

The drives and cuts and
jump shots that he once exe-
cuted without hesitation
were suddenly pushed aside
by the fear of re-injurying his
knee.

Skittish would be a good
description.

“When you go through an
injury like that, you just don’t
want it to happen again, no
matter what,” Larson said.

Though he continues to
wear a knee brace, Larson
has already proven to be an
effective weapon off the
bench for the Coyotes (3-3).
He has averaged 6.4 points
and 4.4 rebounds through
eight games — as of Dec. 9.

His biggest contribution
came in a 12-point effort in a
Dec. 2 home win over Utah
Valley.

“I'm just happy that he’s
finally back, that he feels
good about playing again,” in-
terim head coach Joey James
said. “There’s nothing like sit-
ting on that sideline for a
year and not being able to get
on the floor and help your
team.”

Following an off-season
filled with rehab stints after
surgery and numerous ses-
sions on the stationary bike,
Larson was ready to return to
the court.

Naturally, it took some
time — James said Larson
was “dragging his leg.”

“There was just no flow,”
the coach said. “He was a lit-
tle nervous to make a certain
cut on that right knee. He was

DAVID LIAS/VERMILLION PLAIN TALK
South Dakota’s Tyler Larson brings the ball up the court during a recent game. Larson, a junior, sat

out last season due to an ACL tear in his right knee.

very skittish in doing that.”
As the season started, Lar-
son was ready to go, just not
quite at full speed.
“The start of the season

ing my speed. Like, ‘Am I as
fast as [ used to be?’

“When I go up and dunk
on someone, then we can call
it a hundred.”
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South Dakota freshman Bridget Arens, with ball, fights for position
between Creighton defenders Brianna Rollerson, 50, and Sarah Nel-
son, 42, during their game last month in Omaha, Neb. Arens posted
11 points and seven rebounds in USD’s win against South Dakota
Mines on Dec. 7.
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