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When all you want for Christmas is a

 good nights rest

Brunick
FURNITURE & FLOORING

Vermillion
1100 W. Cherry
605-624-8688

Arthur Sets
PLUSH OR FIRM

$599
Queen set – was $748.98

Twin Set was $498.98 
NOW $399

Full Set was $688.98 
NOW $549

King Set was $998.98 
NOW $799

Barkley Eurotop Sets
PLUSH

$899
Queen set – was $1128.98

Twin Set was $748.98 
NOW $599

Full Set was $1068.98 
NOW $849

King Set was $1628.98 
NOW $1299

Barkley Sets
PLUSH OR FIRM

$799
Queen set – was $998.98

Twin Set was $688.98 
NOW $549

Full Set was $938.98 
NOW $749

King Set was $1498.98 
NOW $1199

Collidge Eurotop Sets
PLUSH OR FIRM

$999
Queen set – was $1248.98

Twin Set was $889.98 
NOW $699

Full Set was $1188.98 
NOW $949

King Set was $1748.98 
NOW $1399

Dawes Eurotop Sets
LUXURY PLUSH

$1399
Queen set – was $1748.98

Twin Set was $1128.98 
NOW $899

Full Set was $1628.98 
NOW $1299

King Set was $2248.98 
NOW $1799

Cameo Sets
$399

Queen set
Twin Set is $299
Full Set is $349

2015 King Sets
PLUSH OR FIRM

Regular $1149

NOW $749
Plush Eurotop

Regular $1649

NOW $1099

Are you ready for 
your holiday quests?

MARK’S MACHINERY
www.marksinc.com

YANKTON 
605-665-4540

WAGNER 
605-384-3681

Wagner Location
Date: Thursday, Dec 17 • Time: 10am - 4pm
Location: 745 E Hwy 46, Wagner, SD

Yankton Location
Date: Friday, Dec 18 • Time: 10am - 4pm
Location: 3211 E Hwy 50, Yankton, SD

• Enjoy refreshments.
• Sioux Steel reps available to  

answer all your questions.
• Find huge savings on Sioux bins,  

livestock equipment & Koyker 
products!

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR BIN DAY!

 OFFERING

10 YEAR
WARRANTIES 

 ON BINS!

Winter Market 
Season

Crafts, Holiday Decorations, Gifts, Knitting, 
Sewing, Herbs, Fresh Produce, Woodworking 

& More! We accept SNAP and debit.

Vermillion Area Farmers Market

Winter Winter Market Market 

Vermillion Area Farmers Market

Crafts, Holiday Decorations, Gifts, Knitting, 

New Location For Our December Market
Saturday, December 19

National Guard Armory • 9:30-12:45 
January 9 ........... 4H/Extension Building ..... 10:00-1:00
February 6 ......... 4H/Extension Building ..... 10:00-1:00
March 5 .............. 4H/Extension Building ..... 10:00-1:00

www.vermillionfarmersmarket.org

BY Gov. Dennis Daugaard:

In the past, I’ve been un-
willing to support expansion 
of Medicaid in South Dakota. 
Without a plan to cover the 
state costs, I have opposed 
expansion. But I have never 
said “never,” and there may 
be a way to cover our costs 
completely.

Since last spring the state 
has been in discussions with 
the federal government and 
South Dakota tribes about 
the way healthcare ser-
vices are provided to Native 
Americans. The United States 
Government strives to meet 
their treaty obligation to 
provide health care to Native 
Americans through the Indian 
Health Service.

Many Native Americans in 
South Dakota are not able to 
be served by IHS, however. 
This can be because there is 
no IHS facility in their area, 
because IHS doesn’t have 
specialists available, because 
of long wait times or because 
IHS funding for the fiscal year 
is exhausted.

No matter the reason, 
when a Native American who 
is Medicaid eligible does 
not seek care through IHS, 
but instead goes to another 
provider, part of the cost is 
shifted to the state. When 
South Dakota must cover 
these costs, it is because the 
federal government is not 
meeting its treaty obligation.

If more Native American 
health care expenditures 
could be 100% federally 
funded – as the treaty re-
quires – the state could save 
up to $67 million per year. 
That would be enough to 
cover fully the state’s costs 
to expand Medicaid.  

In the past, the federal 
government has not been 
receptive to fixing the cost 
shifting problem. Gov. Jank-
low tried to change it and 
couldn’t. Gov. Rounds sued 
over it and lost. But now, the 
federal government is willing 
to listen. For the first time, 
we have the opportunity 
to solve this longstanding 
problem.

But it is only possible if 
we expand Medicaid at the 
same time. Any change to 
our state Medicaid program 
is subject to approval by 
HHS and requires tribal 
consultation. They will not 
approve a change in how IHS 
reimburses our state unless 
we use the proceeds to fund 
expansion.

This is a very complex 
area and making something 
work will be difficult. I cannot 
tell you today that everything 
will come together. But if it 
does, we should seize the 
opportunity. Making this 
change would benefit Native 
Americans and others who 
would gain health coverage. 
It would also save funds for 
counties, jails and prisons, 
hospitals, and other Medicaid 
providers.

I know many South 
Dakotans are skeptical about 
expanding Medicaid, and I 
share some of those senti-
ments. It bothers me that 
some people who can work 
will become more dependent 
on government. It bothers 
me that a single adult could 
choose to go on Medicaid 
rather than work a minimum 
wage job to qualify for insur-
ance on the health insurance 
exchange.

But we also have to 
remember those who would 
benefit, such as the single 
mother of three who simply 
cannot work enough hours to 
exceed the poverty line for 
her family.

I also want to be clear: 
This is not a done deal. Our 
talks with the federal govern-
ment have been promising, 
but there is much work to 
be done. There is still the 
potential for this effort to fall 
through.

I will not support expan-
sion unless our savings cover 
costs anticipated next year, 
and every year through State 
Fiscal Year 2021. I will not 
support expansion unless 
HHS and IHS do what they 
need to do to make it work. 
I will not support expansion 
unless our tribes agree with 
these changes. And I will not 
support expansion unless the 
Legislature supports it also.

This is a complicated deci-
sion and we all have to weigh 
the positives and negatives. 
In my mind, the opportunity 
to end this longstanding IHS 
reimbursement issue, to gain 
coverage for more South 
Dakotans, to improve health 
care for Native Americans, to 
save money for counties and 
Medicaid providers, and to 
potentially save millions in 
state dollars outweighs the 
negatives.  If we can make the 
money work, we should seize 
this opportunity.

Considering 
Our Options 
On Medicaid

By Bob Mercer
State Capitol Bureau

PIERRE – The state Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission 
set the 2016 season for hunt-
ing Black Hills bighorn sheep 
Thursday.

The commission agreed 
there wouldn’t be any changes 
from this year’s regulations. 
That means the commission 
doesn’t need to hold a public 
hearing.

The commission will make 
three licenses available for 
the 2016 hunt. Two will be 
selected by random drawing of 
applications.

The third will be again des-
ignated for private auction by 
the Wild Sheep Foundation’s 
Midwest chapter.

The commission provided a 
license to the foundation each 
of the past three years.

The tag for 2015 drew a 
winning bid of $63,000. The 
top bids for the two previous 
years were $101,000 and 

$83,000.
The auction for the 2016 

tag will be part of the founda-
tion’s fundraiser March 18-19 
at the Minneapolis Marriott 
Southwest.

The foundation provides 
proceeds to the South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks Depart-
ment for use in bighorn sheep 
management.

Chad Lehman, a senior 
wildlife biologist for GFP, told 
the commission about a re-
search project planned for the 
Hell Canyon herd regarding 
spread of pneumonia.

Several other states are 
assisting on the project. 
Sheep that are ill will be 
removed from the Hell Canyon 
herd.

The Rapid City herd will 
serve as the control group, 
with sick sheep allowed to 
remain in the herd.

It will be one of three 
studies on sheep mortality 
in several states. “This has 
implications for sheep west-

GFP Keeps Hunt The Same 
For Bighorn Sheep In 2016

wide,” Lehman said.
John Kanta, a regional wild-

life manager, said there are 
about 300 bighorn sheep in 
the Black Hills and 100 to 120 
that are protected in Badlands 
National Park.

There were about 6,500 
applications for the two draw-
ing licenses available in 2015, 
according to Kanta. He said 
there were just over 1,000 ap-
plications in 2000.

The 2016 season will run 
Sept. 1 through Dec. 31.

 Advertise your Garage Sale to 
 thousands of readers! 

 624-4429

 Turn Your Clutter 

 into   Cash!


