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Making A Difference At Christmas

BY ALISSA WOOCKMAN

alissa.woockman@yankton.net

When it comes to the spirit
of giving, Yankton’s Slumberland
never sleeps.

Yankton’s Slumberland Furni-
ture has been donating new mat-
tresses to needy families for more
than 20 years as part of a corpo-
rate holiday bed giveaway.

This year, the giving continues
as the local store has donated 24
mattresses to those Yankton resi-
dents that could use a warm, rest-
ing spot for the holiday season.

Local franchise owner Peggy
Olson welcomes the opportunity
to continue the tradition.

“I grew up around here and
I come from a very humble
background,” she said. “My mom
and dad grew up on a farm and
we didn’t have much when [ was
growing up. It’s always been, ‘You
give.’ It doesn’t matter what you
get, it’s giving. That is what makes
you feel good.”

Slumberland has donated more
than 20,000 new beds to fami-
lies nationwide since its Making
Homes for the Holidays program
began. Each year, more than 1,000
new beds are given away across
the 12 states Slumberland serves.

“I'm thankful that we have a
profitable enough business that
we can afford to purchase mat-
tresses on our own - out of our
pocket — and give it back to the
community,” Olson said. “I know
how important it is to give back to
the community that supports us.”

Yankton’s United Way and
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Yankton’s Slumberland Furniture store recently donated 24 mattresses to needy families in the
area as part of the franchise’s holiday bed giveaway. The beds were delivered last Friday, just in
time to provide a warm bed for the Christmas season. Pictured are, from left: Craig Anderson;
Jenny Bollig; Peggy Olson, owner; Mary Crossman; Larry Olson, owner; and Barb Hemlick.

Knights of Columbus organiza-
tions have spent the past several
years partnering with Slumberland
to aid in the charity program.
Using its connections to social
services and child protection
agencies in the area, United Way
develops a list of people who
could most benefit from a new

bed.

“We don’t have any strict quali-
fications,” said Lauren Hanson,
executive director for United Way.
“The agency thinks the need is
there. They know the family and
the living situation and they are
the ones that assess the need and
tell us.”

The process usually begins
mid-July. United Way reaches out
to its partner organizations, who
send referrals on the individu-
als most in need. These referrals
could come from Department of
Social Services and Child Protec-
tion, Head Start, Systems of Care,
school principals and counselors

and a variety of other non-profits,
along with any other agencies that
work with families and children.

“I think it really is just about
bringing hope to people,” Hanson
said. “A bed is something that you
can sometimes take for granted.

It is really a large spectrum that
brings a lot of joy to a lot of
people. It’s not just a mattress.”

These donations have always
benefited community members in
Yankton. Recently, the donation
has extended to a few families in
Vermillion. Lewis & Clark Behav-
ioral Health offered to deliver a
few beds to some of their clients
there.

“We are so happy to do it for
these guys,” Hanson said. “It’s
just so nice for us to be their little
elves. We call the families, tell
them to be home at this time and
the Knights of Columbus make the
route. It takes a lot of people to
make it happen, but every year it
works out.”

Last Friday, the Knights of
Columbus volunteers donated
their time and vehicles to load and
deliver the 18 twins and 6 full sets,
including the box springs and bed
frames, around town. These dona-
tions made the seasons of both
the giving and receiving ends a
little brighter.

“It is part of who we are — doing
charity things like this,” said How-
ard Kathol, Yankton Knights of
Columbus member. “When you go
in, everyone lights up. You can see
that people really need the beds.”

Follow @alwooc01 on Twitter.
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ber one projects that we
have out there.”

But, he stressed it wasn’t
the only big project on the
horizon.

“Another one that we
have coming up, more
behind the scenes, is the
construction of the new
northeast substation,”
Prescott said. “In 2016 we
will be doing a lot of the en-
gineering work, easements,
design work and bidding of
some of the materials. Some
of the materials have a 12-18
month lead time from when
you order them to when you
actually receive them. Con-
struction is then planned
to begin in 2017. So, it is an-
other large project we will
be working on in 2016.”

Welch said the invest-
ments the city is making will
play a direct role in how he
is able to market Vermillion.

“On the economic devel-
opment side, any time the
city can make investments
like those it really positions
Vermilion to be ready and
available for what that next
project is, whether it be an
expansion of an existing
company or a new company
coming in,” Welch said.
“One thing that Vermillion
has done a very good job in
everything from the infra-
structure all the way to that
ready land and available
buildings is just being ready
for those projects. We will
continue to do what we do
in promoting the commu-
nity and being available for
opportunities and promote
the community for whatever
that project is. “

He stressed that one of
the toughest things is look-
ing in the crystal ball and
looking for what is coming.

“Sometimes you can
get a good sense from our
local businesses on what
they might be looking for,
but those will be some
of the things that really
compliment what the city
is doing,” Welch said. “On
the economic development
side, another thing we will
hopefully be able to do is
build off the momentum
that we have, not only with
the VCDC and economic
development, but also just
with the community in gen-
eral. [ think VCDC has seen
a nice insurgence of energy
and optimism and even

have projects and do those
projects.

“What we try to do is
build off those things. One
of the things we will try to
do in 2016 will be to try to
take that next step in en-
hancing and entrepreneurial
community. How can we
help the current businesses
grow for that next genera-
tion of companies and how
can we be attractive for new
companies to come in and
grow? So, those are some
of the things we will do on
the economic development
side.”

He said that he hopes on
the Chamber of Commerce
side they will be able to
continue the momentum
established this year.

“We have a record break-
ing year with the number of
new chamber memberships
and engagement, as well as
new programs building to
really help bring a benefit
not only to the chamber, but
also the business commu-
nity and just the community
itself,” Welch said.

He also noted that there
will be new exciting events
offered in 2016.

“In visitor and tourism
we have a lot of really great
things going,” Welch said.
“We added a couple of new
events this last year and we
have a couple of new events
that we will be adding that
will not only on the short
term bring people in as visi-
tors, fans, but will provide
Vermillion with another op-
portunity to put Vermillion
on the map as a destination
that people want to come
to.

Welch noted that in the
end, projects like Prentis
Park will help spur more
growth.

“We want to do is capital-
ize on all the great invest-
ments that the city has done
at a place like Prentis Park,
not only for community
members to experience,
but when we are promoting
for visitors to come in and
experience Vermillion, “ he
said. “That visitor is really
our front porch of economic
development. When people
come in the community
they see that beautiful park.
They can picture themselves
living here; they can picture
themselves working here. It
really enhances that quality
of life. So, we really want to
be able to capitalize on all
that great stuff the city has
done and Prentis Park is a
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from the Shakespeare Festi-
val and how we can enhance
that. The ball park is a great
example of a gem we have in
this state and figure out how
we can enhance that, and

it all piggy backs off of the
great work that the city has
been doing.”

Prescott noted another
project that both the city
and VCDC have been work-
ing on and that they are
expecting big things from
this year is Bliss Point.

“While VCDC owns the
land, the city helped them
with the infrastructure plan-
ning and getting the TIFF
district set up,” Prescott
said. “I think this next year
we will see a project where
the city will help them get
the park established at
Bliss Point. We are hopeful
that we will see that where
again the public investment
in the infrastructure of the
playground equipment will
then dovetail into what the
chamber is doing addressing
the housing need in our com-
munity.

“People go by there and
if they see a park and see
a couple houses there, it
becomes a lot easier to see
themselves living there.
Versus it was a real leap of
faith in my eyes to say, ‘OK,
here is the plat but there
isn’t a house out there.’
Even to some degree before
the infrastructure was out
there it was a leap of faith.
Where now, it is a little bit
more concrete. Now they see
this is a development and
can see what it is going to
entail. | see that as another
good opportunity where we
» are going to be able to build
the overall community. That
is exciting.”

Welch added it was a
complete community invest-
ment that he expects to
really expand in 2016.

“What was exciting was
everything from the city to
the investors to the VCDC
going out on a limb and the
community members invest-
ing in everything from the
individual home buyers to
our realtors to then we had
spec builders,” he said. “It
was all an initial jump where
that first 10-12 percent of
those that are going to buy
first, but then it is that 35-50
percent that really do make
that market. Bliss Point in
this next year really will be
in that market were we will
be able to see people really
get into it. Hopefully, we will
be able to have more things

couple of homes out there
that will really help people
see what is going on. Not
just one home with a bunch
of fields around it. Hope-
fully it will spur building out
there and bring in more spec
building out there.

“We still have a 40 per-
cent commute. If homes are
built and available we will
be able to find buyers for
them. We are excited to have
that land ready and available
for them. Right now there
are ten lots that have been
sold, we have another 7-8
that have options on them
where people are looking at
future options. We are right
on track.”

Prescott noted that the
availability of lots where in-
dividual homes can be built
is a big deal for Vermillion’s
future growth.

“If you go back three
years ago, one of the con-
tinual questions we at the
city — and I think the Cham-
ber — was are there available
lots to build on?” he said. “In
particular, for single family
homes. So, through this proj-
ect and over on Mickelson,
there are now available lots
in the community, where
you don’t have to go back
very far and we were looking
around there were not many
lots available. I would say
around the 2011 timeframe
we started getting a lot of
calls about lots to build on.
It was a difficult process. |
think now, realtors can say
there are these lots here
or here, where before they
were trying to find that one
that was available or trying
to split two lots into one.

I think that is huge for our
community.”

He noted that each time
a new home or business is
built in Vermillion it helps
twofold.

“From the city stand-
point, when a new business
comes in we get both prop-
erty taxes and income tax-
es,” Prescott said. “But still,
what the end result is we
become more of the destina-
tion. When you get people
who are now able to work in
town and live in town, then
they are going to spend their
dollars in town, they become
an ancillary resident. They
are going to volunteer, join
churches, get involved, more
than if they are here during
the day to work and leave
the community at night and
on weekends. You become a
more complete citizen when
you both live and work in
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tax dollars with the develop-
ment and additional spend-
ing and that certainly makes
the cities role much easier,
but it also helps the overall
community.”

Welch noted that the
commercial growth on the
North side of town is ongo-
ing, with a new business
going up and others in the
planning stages.

“Just in the overall
importance of that it will put
another business in this de-
velopment and will bookend
this commercial row which
will help spur additional
growth,” he said. “I can tell
you it is continuing to spur
more conversations. When
people are looking they want
to know where are the num-
bers. Those rooftops help
bring additional businesses
and these can be the same
businesses that have been
looking at Vermillion for 20
years. But all of a sudden
they have an office complex
that can house up to 200 em-
ployees right here, it starts
a domino effect and we have
already started to see that.
We are optimistic that this
spurred growth right here is
spurring additional growth.”

As for what they hope
will be the biggest changes
of 2016, Welch said his was
easy.

“I hope that we are not
sitting in this room (at VCT),
I hope someone else is in
this building,” he said. “I be-
lieve the VCT is an amazing
opportunity for someone in
Vermillion. But we all know
we have had challenges with
it. We are working very hard
to get it filled and I hope that
we are not meeting in this
room | hope someone else in
this room.”

he would be able to say the
Prentis Park Project is on
track for completion.

“l hope we can say the
pool is halfway done or at
whatever point the schedule
says it should be at, that we
have seen a lot of progress
on that and are on target for
our May 2017 opening,” he
said. “I hope to see overall
growth in our community;, if
that means there are 20 or
more lots sold and 10 roof-
tops built at Bliss Point, as
well as other growth around
town in other places.

“You stop and look at it
in 2015 there was a lot of
remodeling done at different
places around town that we
all noticed while they were
happening but the year goes
by and you kind of forget
about it. Walmart, Burger
King, the high school, the
liquor store, we see a lot of
those things that you notice
when they first happen then
you go back in and you
realize how nice it is. But six
months goes along and we
forget about those improve-
ments that have been done.
[ am sure First National
Bank would like to be done
with their new facility at
this time next year. I look at
the overall growth and in-
vestment in the community.
Polaris had a huge project
that they just did this year,
and unfortunately it is easy
to forget about those great
things people are doing for
the community. [ hope we
are in a community where
people look back and say,
‘Wow, we are really in a
community that cares about
things.” Because | am sure
there are projects planned
that we don’t even know
about yet.”
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