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LAURA ON LIFE

Learning by example

All the child-rearing
experts say that chil-
dren learn by example.
The question for me
has always  been:
When? When do they
start implementing
what they learn by ex-
ample?

I may not have the
cleanest house on the
block, but my children
have never seen me
shove everything under
the sofa or the dining
room table when I
clean. Yet, this is ex-
actly how they “clean”
their rooms. So when,
exactly, does my exam-
ple kick in?

I have 4 boys and
one 11-year old daugh-
ter. For my boys, my
example may not hold
as much weight as my
husband’s example. I
can live with that.
However, if my daugh-
ter grows up to become
a cretin, I’ve got no one
but myself to blame. In

to put more effort into
civilizing my daughter.
I only have one. I can
afford to screw this up.

Yesterday, I decided
to take her out to a nice
restaurant for dinner.
Just the two of us. It
wasn’t the kind of place
that had valet parking,
but it wasn’t a chain
restaurant either. 1
told her to dress nicely
because we would be
going somewhere spe-
cial for dinner. |
dressed my best to be a
good example. She met
me in the hall with
pink sweatpants and a
yellow t-shirt which
had been autographed
by all her friends from
school last year. She
looked at me expec-
tantly. I raised my eye-
brows. Sometimes you
don’t have to speak to
say something.

She said, “Well, you
wanted me to wear
clean clothes, right?”

other options?”

She raised her eye-
brows - I suppose she
learned that from me.
Then I realized that I
hadn’t done laundry yet
this week and last week
was... well, so much for
my example. We chose
a less fancy restaurant.

When we arrived,
she slouched in the
booth. I looked her in
the eyes and sat
straight up in my seat,
exaggerating my pose
to make a point. She
raised the table cloth
and looked under the
table because she
thought something had
bit me. I frowned and
told her to sit up
straight and put her
napkin in her lap.

They didn’t have
Chicken McNuggets on
the menu, but because
it was the only meal
that came with French
fries, she decided on the
beer battered Fish and
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because she was cold,
then proceeded to drink
my iced tea because the
hot chocolate was...
hot. Who knew?

Our discussion was
mostly about the deco-
rations in the restau-
rant and the fact that
one of the stalls in the
restroom had no door
on it. This was appar-
ently a matter of great
concern to her.

I tried to steer the

the potty.

“Don’t you think the
mirrors over  the
waiter’s station are
pretty?”

“But who would use
a stall with no door on
it...?”

“Is your hot choco-
late cool enough to
drink yet?”

“...Everyone would
be able to see, like,
everything!”

My efforts were in
vain.

When the food ar-
rived, I ate with one
hand on my fork and
one in my lap. I chewed
slowly and spoke only
when my mouth was
empty.

My daughter took
her only napkin off her
lap, placed it on the
table and poured salt
onto it. She took apart
her fish with her hands
and dabbed it into the
salt on her napkin and
shoved it into her

were raised, but she
was too busy dissecting
her fish to notice. I did-
n’t know where to start
with my admonitions
even if I were able to
speak with my mouth
full. Clearly, my exam-
ple was not taking.

After I swallowed, I
told her to use her fork.
She decided she didn’t
like the beer batter, so
she set about digging
the fish out of the bat-
ter and thanked me for
giving her the idea of
using her fork.

As the mother of a
daughter who behaves
as if she was raised by
a pack of wolves, I des-
perately pose this ques-
tion once again:
When?!

Laura Snyder is a national-
ly syndicated columnist,
author & speaker. You can
reach Laura at Isnyder@lau-
raonlife.com Or visit her web-
site www.lauraonlife.com for
more info.
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Sunday evening Experience The USD Luther Center, UNITED CHURCH OF CHILDREN FIGHTING DIA- MOTORCYCLES KAWASAKI All sizes for fencing and manu-
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two primary elements: powerful  together! The Luther Center, at CONGREGATIONAL, 226 E. Call 7 days/week. Non-run-  KZ1000 (1976-1980), (605)387-5660 (605)661-

worship and a life-changing the corner of Cherry & Plum, Main St., Pastor Steve Miller. Ners OK. Tax Deductible. Call KZ1000R (1982,1983), Z1R, 5050.
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relevant teaching message
from LifeChurch.tv’'s senior
pastor, Craig Groeschel, via
video broadcast. The worship
is intense and the teaching is
challenging but the environ-
ment will be relaxed and casu-
al. ONE HOUR on the USD
Campus at the MUC, 6:30pm
Sundays! www.one-hour.org

on Sunday evenings at 6p.m.
during the school year. Pastor
Kevin Jensen, 605-624-2834

Unitarian Universalist "The
Uncommon Denomination."
We are on summer break and
plan to meet again in the fall at
the United Church of Christ,
226 E. Main. Info: www.unitari-
anvermillion.blogspot.com

Infrared Zone-Heating Systems

Your Local Dealer Here in Yankton

SM SUNHEAT SALES
905 Karen Dr., Yankton e 605.359.4321(Scot)
“| service the products | sell!”

LENNOX D

Home comeonT sysre
Inmovation never flt 0 good.™

But
here’s
where it
counts —

As much as 1/2 of
your household

energy use goes to
Heating & Cooling.

Recelve up to

Rebate

with purchase of Lennox high-efficiency home
comfort system Finoncing Available.

g zA ING & COOLING

920 Broadway ® 665-9461 ® 1-800-491-9461

(ol
2010
Tax Credits of up to
$1500 still available

located at 816 E. Clark Street.
Check our website to see if
your family would be eligible for
food assistance this month.
www.vermillionfoodpantry.org

WANT TO ADVERTISE TO
THE MIDWEST? Place your
classified ads in the Midwest
Classified Network anytime
online at  www.midwest-
freeclassifieds.com(MCN)

1200 Cars

2005 Chevy Impala, metallic
blue, 80,000 miles.
$7,500/0BO. 402-640-1446 or
402-841-1332

AAAA ** DONATION Donate
your Car Boat or Real Estate.
IRS Tax Deductible. Free Pick-
up/Tow. Any Model/Condition.
Help Under Privileged
Children. Outreach Center. 1-
800-928-7566. NANI

Children And Their Families
Suffering From Cancer. Free
Towing. Tax  Deductible.
Children's Cancer Fund of
America, Inc. www.ccfoa.org
1-800-469-8593. nani

Donate your Car Truck or
Boat to HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND Free 3 Day Vacation,
Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
1-877-212-0046 (MCN)

GET A FREE VACATION BY
DONATING your vehicle, boat,
property, collectibles to Dvar.
Maximize your IRS deductions
and help teens in crisis. Call 1-
800-338-6724. nani

Tell them you saw it

in the Broadcaster!
624-4429

AnNngus F7 2

772-1142, 310-721-0726
(MCN)

1400 Services
PREGNANT AND AFRAID?
Call Birthright 665-5580
(Yankton); 258-3436 (Sioux

City); 334-8411 (Sioux Falls);
1-800-550-4900 (toll free).

1410 Agriculture

4WD QUALITY OFF-ROAD
MINI TRUCKS FOR SALE
40MPG automotive engine,
HEATER, full FUNCTION
Cabs & more, several models
to choose from. www.ulmer-
farmservice.com  (605)387-
5660 or (605)661-5050,
Menno, SD.

Disk Sharpening with roller,
your farm (anywhere). Service
since 1969. Starting $2.50.
Jerry Bauermeister, Belden,
402-985-2395.
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55 2-year old bulls
15 yearling bulls
15 bred heifers

Sale Will Be Held At The Ranch. ..

2 Miles East of Crofton, NE on Highway 12
r 2 Miles West of the Highway 81 and 12 Intersection

Laundry, Eastgate Plaza on
Cherry Street, next to Latte Da.

1455 Computer -

Internet

Geeks-In-Route & On-site
Computer & Computer
Networking Services by A+ &
Microsoft or CISCO Certified
Technicians. If We Can't Fix It,
It's Free! MC/DIS/AMEX/VISA.

1-866-661-GEEK (4335). nani

1460 Contractors

VERMILLION
CONSTRUCTION Co.
Poured Foundations, Flat
Work; 40 Years Experience;
Commercial & Residential;
Free Estimates. (605)658-
2345.

1475 Other Services

TONER CARTRIDGES
RECHARGES for fax, copiers,
and printers. Yankton Office
Equipment, 314 W. 4th
(605)665-2289.

Giant 40lb. and 60lb. washers
and 75Ib. dryers at the “NEW”
Eastgate Laundry.

Need to Sew? Sewing
machine repair and mainte-
nance, 40 years experience,
household and industrial, chain
stitch and sergers. Ernie’s
Sewing Center, 631 Broadway,
Centerville, 605-563-3441.

PROFESSIONAL PEST
CONTROL: Asian beetles, box
elder bugs, snakes, rodents,
crawling insects, bats a prob-
lem? Call D&D PEST
CONTROL, AT 605-565-3101
OR 888-777-8951. We service
residential, commercial, and
farms in your area monthly.

Call Classifieds

624-4429




