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Block heaters can be used regularly in extreme cold

BY TOM AND RAY
MAGLI0ZZ]

Dear Tom and Ray:

I live in interior
Alaska, and it gets cold.
How cold, you ask? It’s
been -40 F (that’s nega-
tive 40) for the past week
or so. My husband and I
go back and forth as to
whether to keep the car’s
block heater plugged in
all the time, or whether to
use a timer and run it
only some of the time. I've
heard that too much heat
is bad for the oil. This

morning I used the timer,
and my car decided it was
too cold for the transmis-
sion to engage. I was
stuck. At -45 F, I don’ t
have to go to work. At -40
F, I do (administrative
policy). I want to use this
as leverage to get my hus-
band to let me keep my
car plugged in more of the
time. What do you think?
-- Christie

RAY: I'd use the timer,
Christie -- a timer that
turns the block heater on
around Oct. 1 and turns it
off around June 30.

TOM: In fact, you may
want buy a trailer with a
diesel generator bolted
onto it, so you can stay
plugged in while you
drive around, too.

RAY: When it’s that
cold out, just leave it
plugged in all the time if
that’s what the car needs.
The only cost is electricity.
You won’t do any harm to
your oil.

TOM: Right. When
people talk about heat
being an enemy of motor
oil, they’re talking about
oil that’s being over-

worked under hard driv-
ing conditions -- like driv-
ing a car at high speeds
for long distances in the
heat of the summer, or
pulling a trailer up the
Rockies.

RAY: When you sub-
ject your engine to
extreme conditions like
that, it can run hotter
than it’s supposed to.
That can shorten the life
of the oil. That’s why
manufacturers recom-
mend that people who use
their vehicles for such
“severe duty” change the

[J Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. — I Timothy 1:15 I—]

The Christian Faith

“All Scripture is inspired by God...” II Tim. 3:16

“But know this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation
for no prophecy was ever made by an act of
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit
from God.”

II Peter 1:20 and 21

“the sum of Thy word is truth, and every one of
Thy righteous ordinances is everlasting.”
Ps 119:160

“For what does the Scripture say?” Rom 4:3a

Concerning Man

“It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone
but on every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God.” Matt 4:4

“There is none righteous, not even one” and
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.” Rom. 3:10 and 23

“- All our righteous deeds are like a filthy
garment.” Is. 64:6

“By the works of the law shall no flesh be
justified.” Gal. 2:16

Concerning Judgement

“For we must all appear before the judgement
seat of Christ.” II Cor. 5:10

“- it is appointed for men to die once, and after
this comes judgement.” Hebrews 9:27

“and if anyone’s name was not found written in
the book of Life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire” Rev. 20:15

Concerning Repentance

“- He (God) commands all people everywhere to
repent.” Acts 17:30

“- Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel
of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled and
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.””” Mark 1:14b and 15

Concerning Forgiveness
“For God so loved the world that He gave His
only Son, that he whoever believes in Him

should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

“For I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins

[ For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Mark 8:36]
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according to the Scripture and that He was
buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scripture.” I Cor. 15:3 and 4

“Without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.” Hebrews 9:22

“In Him (Christ) we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.”
Eph. 1:7

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but
he who does not obey the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abides on him.” John 3:36

“ - if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the
heart man believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in

salvation.”
Rom 10:9 and 10

Concerning Salvation through Christ Alone

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father
but through Me.”” John 14:6

“and there is salvation in no one else; for there is
no other name under heaven that has been given
among men, by which you must be saved.”
Acts 4:12

Concerning the Time of Salvation

“Behold, now is the acceptable time, now is the
day of salvation.” II Cor. 6:2

“Seek the Lord while He may be found; call
upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked
forsake his way and the unrighteous man his
thoughts and let him return to the Lord, and He
will have compassion on him; and to our God,
for He will abundantly pardon.”

Isaiah 55:6 and 7

Concerning Our Response

“He (Jesus) said to them,
‘But who do you say that I am?’” Matt. 16:15

“Pilate said to them, ‘What shall I do with
Jesus who is called Christ?’” Matt. 27:22

Concerning Our Final Destiny
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” Mark 16:16

oil more frequently.

TOM: But in your
block heater’s wildest
dreams, it never could get
the engine oil hot enough
to do it any damage. Not
even close. In your case,
it’s just warming it up to
the point where it’s no
longer cement.

RAY: So for weeks like
the one you just had, you
can run the block heater
as much as you need to.
And when it gets so cold
that the block heater
needs its own block

Puerto Rico, Christie.

Used cars can be a great bar-
gain, and reliable, too! Find out
why by ordering Tom and Ray’s
pamphlet “How to Buy a Great
Used Car: Secrets Only Your
Mechanic Knows.” Send $4.75
(check or money order) to Used
Car, PO. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475.

Got a question about
cars? Write to Click and
Clack in care of this news-
paper, or e-mail them by
visiting the Car Talk Web
site at www.cartalk.com.
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heater to get started, it’s
time to move to San Juan,
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locations & phone numbers.

TRACTORS: 99 Case IH MX120, SN: JJA0102602; 95 JD 8300
4WD, 7,076 Hrs, SN: RW8300P002886; 89 JD 4955, 7,915 Hrs,
SN: RW4955P002215; 78 JD 4640, 8,625 Hrs, SN: 007107R; JD
4620, 9,021 Hrs; 67 IH 656, 6,616 Hrs on Tach, SN: 31844; 62 |H
Farmall 504 Diesel, SN: 2526; 44 IH Farmall M, SN: 86187; 37 JD A,

Unstyled, SN: 440705; 52 JD G, SN: 51110.

TRUCKS & VEHICLES: 04 Peterbilt 379 Conventional Truck Trac-
tor; (2) 01 Freightliner FLD112 Truck Tractors; 93 International 9400
Truck with Sleeper; 99 Kenworth W900L Truck Tractor; 96 GMC Top-
kick Day Cab; 91 Chevy Kodiac Day Cab; 80 International Transtar
4270 Truck, Brehmer Box; 78 Ford Conventional LT800; 80 Chevy
C70 Truck, 18" Obeco Steel Box; 86 GMC C7D042 Truck; 84 GMC
Brigadier Twin Screw Truck, 20" Knapheide Steel Box; 96 Chevy
2500 Pickup; 91 Chevy 3500 HD.

TRAILERS: 06 Timpte 42’ Grain Trailer; 91 Pamco 42’ Bulk/Bag Feed
Trailer with Auger; 78 Merritt 40’ Grain Trailer; 81 Titan Single Hop-
per Grain Trailer; C Cain 32’ Gooseneck Aluminum Enclosed Tandem
Axle Trailer; 73 Hobbs 40’ Double Gate Trailer.

FARM EQUIPMENT: 90 JD 7300 12 Row Vertical Fold Planter,
SN: H07300B201133; JD 7200 8R Conservation Planter, SN:
H07200E200433; 06 Monosen MT88-330 8R36” Twin Row
Planter, SN: 06A258; Schaben Industries 6000 Gal Cone Bot-
tom Portable Liquid Fertilizer Storage Tanks.

HAYING EQUIPMENT: 01 JD 946 Mo-Co, SN: XE00946T157179;
Jiffy 920 Round Bale Processor, SN: JSB20010387.

The next Big Iron auction is on February 24!!
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