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By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

Cindy Knutson is glad
she listened to her
brother.

His influence
combined with her love of
working with young
people eventually led
Cindy to her job as
director of the Trinity
Lutheran Preschool in
Vermillion.

The preschool will be
celebrating its 30th
anniversary later this year.
Cindy has been its
director for the past 17
years.

Cindy used to work at
the Mathilda Geppert
Childcare Center - a
daycare service offered by
the University of South
Dakota - that once was
was located just a couple
blocks away from Trinity
Lutheran Church, which
houses Trinity Lutheran
Preschool.

USD’s daycare today is
located in a different
location under a different
name.

“I was there for five
years, and then the job
opening here came up,
and applied for it, and I've
been here ever since,”
Cindy said.

Cindy grew up in
Alcester, and her husband,
Lowell, is a Vermillion
native who grew up on his
family’s farm near here.
Their daughter, Shelli, will
be getting married later
this year, so this will be a
busy year for the Knutson
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family.

Cindys list of duties as
the preschool’s director
nearly fills an entire page.
She regularly interacts
with parents and children,
creates daily lesson plans,
takes care of numerous
administrative duties,
plans field trips, organizes
fundraisers and hires,
trains and evaluates staff.

“I meet with parents

day-to-day, work on a
monthly newsletter, and
put together lesson plans,”
she said. The preschool
accepts children ages 3 to
5 years old. This year, 28
children are enrolled in
the preschool.

“That’s really great,”
Cindy said. “And I'm also
the main teacher. What we
concentrate on is helping
children prepare for
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kindergarten - getting
them ready not only
academically, but also
socially. For some kids,
the preschool is their first
experience away from
home. With a lot of the 3-
year-olds, the value of the
experience is they learn to
get along with their
friends and get to know
other children besides
those in their family”

Cindy is a graduate of
Dakota State University in
Madison with degrees in
criminal justice and social
service.

“That is a scary field,
and so I decided to go
back to school,” she said.
“My brother talked me
into studying elementary
education, and from there,
I got involved in early
childhood”

Cindy received her
education degree at the
University of South
Dakota in Vermillion.

“One of the best parts
of my job is just the little
things - like some of the
things the children will
say. Out of the blue they
will come up with
something that just leaves
you thinking, ‘“That is so
cute’

James Heating & Cooling
“Quality Service with Reasonable Prices.”
“Serving the Vermillion Area Since 1993”

Vermillion, SD 57069 ¢ 605-624-9140

Custom sheep shearing

& wool buying on consignment.

Preferably 2 weeks before
shearing, if possible.

5:30-8pm
Free Will Donation or Regular Menu & Prices
Proceeds will go to our building fund.

Our Services Include:
e Furnace and A/C Replacement/Repair
* Hot Water Boiler Replace and Repair
e Air Duct Cleaning

James Varnun
Box 233, Centerville, SD

605.563.2273
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M&M Excavating ﬂq
We Move the Earth!

¢ Window Replacements
* In Floor Heating Systems
Licensed & Insured ¢ Call for a FREE Estimate

*WANTED -

01d Vehicles « Farm Machinery ¢ Scrap Iron
PAYING TOl_’ DOLLAR

EQUESTRIAN | COMMERCIAL | AGRICULTURAL | GENERAL PURPOSE

Style & Quality

From Concept to Completion

cal 402-841-1060 For Price

For over 60 years we’ve been

constructing functional, attractive
buildings. Our high-quality structures

are created with your vision in mind

FAIRVIEW TOWNSHIP
Anneeal Meez‘/ng

and covered by one of the strongest,
non-prorated warranties in the industry.

Competitive Rates
Home: 402-256-9312 ¢ Cell: 402-278-1476 1

For more information

605-368-2511

27087 Morton Court
Sioux Falls, SD

@ MORTON

BUILDINGS

©2010 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available
at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.aspx. Ref #043
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Buying all types of SCRAP IRON

Farm Machinery ¢ Cars & Trucks
~ References Available ¢ Top Market Prices Paid
Home: 402-945-1512 » Cell: 402-533-3640

. K&K Iron & Metal, ,

Tuesday, March 6, 2012

7pm at Burbank School

Voting for Supervisors, Clerks & Treasurer.
Sealed hids for gravel accepted to be opened 4/10/12.
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Carolyn Carlson, Fairview Clerk, 624-4742

DISCOVER THE ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES OF THE WORLD OF MORTON BUILDINGS...



