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Meet Paul Pederson

By David Lias
david.lias@plaintalk.net

As a parent, Clay
County Deputy Paul
Pederson knows the joy
involved in watching a
youngster grow and
mature.

It’s an experience that’s
compounded in his daily
work as the school
resource officer for the
Vermillion School
District. He began his
role with the district in
2009.

His office is located in
the high school building,
but he often can be found
in the district’s other
buildings carrying out a
variety of tasks, from
teaching DARE classes at
Jolley Elementary to
giving a presentation to
students at the middle
school.

Paul has been with the
Clay County Sheriff's
Office since September
1999. Prior to that, he
was the chief of police in
Irene for one and one half
years. He is a certified
DARE instructor and is a
department firearms
instructor. In addition to

his duties as school
resource officer, Paul
assists with all other
duties of the sheriff's
office.

He received his
bachelor of science
degree from the
University of South
Dakota in criminal
justice. He has also been a
member of the U.S. Naval
Reserve since January,
1999 and was deployed in
2005 to Kuwait to support
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“I teach DARE classes
at Jolley School for nine
weeks, and I’'m in the
process of doing that
right now;” Paul said. “I'm
considered as kind of an
administrator in any of
the buildings, but I try
not to take an
administrator role. 'm a
liaison officer between
the school, law
enforcement and parents,
so if a parent has an issue
with his or her kid, they
can come talk to me
about possible legal issues
without getting the law
involved - in other
words, so that they can
take care of the issue at
home.”
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Chevy Runs Deep

Talk to
Dan or Tom

Ph. 605-589-3441 or
Toll Free 1-888-589-3441

== boats

See photos of
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2012 Chevy 1/2 ton, Crew, LT1 Cloth Pak
2012 Chevy 3/4 ton, HD 4x4.....
2012 Chevy Impala, Red, Cloth,
2012 Chevy Traverse, AW.D, V-6
2012 Chevy Equinox, AW.D
2012 Chevy Traverse AWD .
2011 Chevy Traverse, AW.D,
2012 Chevy Cruze, 4 dr, LT1 Pak.
2012 Chevy Sonic, Red, LT1 Pak.

PRE-

2011 Chevy Traverse, White, 800 miles .....
2010 Chevy Traverse, Silver, 17,300 miles .

2011 Chevy Impala, Silver, V6, 14,550 miles
2011 Chevy Impala, Silver, V6, 12,900 miles

2011 Chevy Malibu, V6, White, 12,320 miles

2010 Chevy Malibu L4, 4 cyl., Black, 34,160
2010 Chevy Malibu L4, 4 cyl., Black, 28,910
2008 Chevy Impala, Silver, V6, 58,567 miles

2008 Chevy Impala, Gray, V6, 33,500 miles

NEW CHEVY CARS AND TRUCKS

2009 Chevy Avalanche, 4 dr, Maroon, V-8, 24,864 miles ............cccccoenvininenne $36,995
2009 Chevy Silverado, Red, Crew, 13,048 miles
2007 GMC Sierra 150, Ext., Silver, 48,871 miles .
2002 Chevy Silverado, Ext., Gray, 64,287 miles

PRE-OWNED SUVs
2011 Chevy Traverse, Maroon, 16,500 miles

2008 Chevy Trailblazer, Red, 66,932 miles..

2007 Chevy Suburban Lt, Leather, Black, 81,275 miles

2005 Chevy Tahoe, Blue, V-8, 113,410 miles ...........

2003 Chevy Tahoe, Maroon, V8, 120,087 MlES ..........ccouvevrevreririnrirnririnis $10,995
PRE-OWNED CARS

2011 Chevy Impala, V6, White, 19,675 miles

2011 Chevy Impala, V6, White, Leather, 12,000 miles ..

2011 Chevy Impala, Black, V6, Leather, 9,600 miles
2011 Chevy Impala, Maroon, V6, 17,690 miles..........
2011 Chevy Impala, White, V6, Leather, 12,880 miles ..

2011 Chevy Cruze, Blue, 4 cyl., 19,590 miles .....
2011 Chevy Cruze, Silver, 4 cyl., 21,310 miles ....
2011 Buick Lucerne, White, V6, , Leather, 20,450 miles

2008 Chevy Impala, Black, V6, 33,000 miles ..
2008 Cadiliac DTS, Silver, V-8, Leather, 32,500 miles ..
2003 Chrysler Concord, Gray, V6, 88,080 MIIES ...........ccoccvrrrimerrrerrinerinenis $6,995

. 8 On Hand

20nHand
. 10n Hand
. 20n Hand
50n Hand
2 On Hand
. 10n Hand
1 On Hand
1 On Hand

. $31,995
. $17,995
$10,900

.................................................. $28,900
..... $31,900
..... $27,900
$17,995
.$22,995
$14,995

.................................................. $15,995
.$19,995
$15,995
$18,500
.$19,995
. $18,500
.$19,995
$19,995
$16,995
. $16,995
.$25,995
. $14,500
. $14,995
$12,995
$13,995
$13,995
.$25,995

miles...
miles...

He may also serve as
resource to any student
who may be experiencing
problems at home.

“If a kid has issues
going on at home, I'm a
liaison for them,” Paul
said. “I can tell them of
the options they have.
Also, if a kid could
potentially be arrested for
a criminal offense here at
school, I can help deal
with it and perhaps be
involved in issuing a
school suspension rather
than calling law
enforcement - it’s so we
can deal with the
problem at the lowest
level and yet still perhaps
wake the kid up to the
problem”

He also plays an
important role in the
school district during
times of emergency.

“If we have an active
shooter type of situation,
- if it happens to occur in
the building that I'm in,
I'm the first line of
defense, so to speak, to
protect that building,”
Paul said. “I implement,
along with the school
staff, the lock down
procedures for all of the
buildings and review
them with the staff and
the administration to
make sure they are all
up to date on what we're
going to do if something
should occur”

His occasional visits
to Austin Elementary
are more to serve as
positive reinforcement
of student behaviors. “I
go over and do
programs just for them
- topics such as
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shopping safety”

It was a lesson that
particularly hit home
when his family was
shopping at the Mall of
America recently and
became they became
separated from their
young daughter.

“We couldn’t find her
for about two minutes,
and it scared the
bajeebers out of me,”
Paul said. “So I came up
with a presentation for
the kindergarteners and
first graders over at
Austin Elementary on
what do when they get
separated from their
moms and dads while
shopping.

“I also go over to the

The Citizens of PLEASANT

Treasurer, each for the term of o

CORRECTION PLEASANT VALLEY TOWNSHIP
Annual Township Meeting

VALLEY TOWNSHIP in

Glay Gounty, South Dakota, and who are qualified to vote at said Township,
are hereby notified that the Annual Township Meeting for said
Township will be held at the Clay Rural Water System main office,
30376 SD Hwy 19, in said Township on Tuesday, March 6,
2012, at 7:00 p.m. for the following purposes: To elect one
Supervisor for the term of three (3) years; one Township Clerk and one

ne (1) year; and to do any other

business proper to be done at said meeting when convened.

Marilyn J. Rohrer, Clerk

DEPUTY PAUL PEDERSON

middle school any time
a teacher requests that I
give a presentation,” he
said. “I've talked to the
kids about cyber
bullying and I've done
some stuff in some math
classes. I do similar
things at the high school
- I've given
presentations about the
Fourth Amendment to
the government class; I
present to the speech
classes about how we
use communication in
law enforcement, both
verbally and reading
body language. Even in
some of the science
classes — we may go out
and reconstruct a crash,
so to speak, so the kids
see how law enforcement
figures out how fast
vehicles are traveling
when they crash”

Paul said the best part
of his job is simply

WANTED

Junk cars, trucks,
semi trucks, & trailers,
plows, construction
equipment, dozers,
scrapers, trackhoes,
backhoes, etc.,, misc.
...and other misc.
irons and metals.
Also wanted: Batteries.

Call 712-898-8244

watching as kids grow up
around him.

“It’s great to watch
them, whether they are
athletes or active in the
plays and other stuff, to
just see them progress,”
he said. “Some of the
students may have had
some issues when they
were younger ... and
watching them realize
that they made mistakes
at that time, and seeing
them figure that out is by
far the coolest part of this
work for me”

Paul also enjoys the
less formal relationship
he’s been able to form
with the community’s
youth.

“I like to have the kids
see me more not just as a
law enforcement officer,
but also as a parent,” he
said. “What I love is when
I'm out in the
community, not at work,
maybe just shopping or
going to a movie or
something, and I run into
kids - it doesn’t matter if
they are a high school kid
or an elementary kid -
and they look up and say,
‘Hi, Deputy Pederson’

We have almost 1,000
kids in our school
district, and to have
almost all of them know
who you are is kind of
cool,” Paul said. “I enjoy
that”
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Patricia Curry: 605-661-2860
Andy Curry: 605-261-1202
Archie Dunham: 605-366-4625
Also see us at|
Siouxlandhomes.com

C OM P A N

402 E. Rose Street — $83,000

“§ 2bedroom, Llbath, many
~ ‘updales in kitchen and bam
Oversized attached garage w/
¢ work bench. Kitchen appliances

and stacked washer and dryer

el included.

www.dunhamcompany.com W

Y Virtual Tours

2008 Side by Side Duplex — $209,000

Great Business Opportunity: live on
one side, rent the other. 2 units each:
2 bedroom, 1 bath 2 stall. Each unit
with stainless steel stove, refrig,
dishwasher. Washer/dryer included
Professionally landscaped.

¢ Bobcats
e Excavators

(S&S Construction

e Pay Loader
¢ Side Dumps

- /r‘/’/'/'//y dince 4979

* Dozers
® Dump Trucks

209S. Walnut Street - $89,900

5 2 bed, 1 bath. Many
updates; kitchen appliances,
washer/dryer stay. Clean dry
» basement for storage. Single
car attached new over sized
2 stall on alley. Main floor
laundry in large utlity room.

' Rlchland SD

10%

DISCOUNT

47760 center Street — $65,500
RANCH, 2 bedroom, 1 bath,)
dbl sinks. New kitchen 2010,
all appliances stay. Clean, dry,|
full basement for storage o]
ture finish. Huge detached|

garage with work bench. Rural
water, REC/ elect, propane.

COUNTRY CLUB
ESTATES/RESIDENTAL
LOTS IN ELK POINT

e Trenchers e Scrapers e Grader

¢ Agronomist Available

We\HandIe Feed Lot Manure Hauling

All Types of Dirt Work
NDEQ Licensed
Insured
! FREE ESTIMATES

\_ 402-256-3930 - Laurel, NE Y,

"\

h
‘J
v




