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Chamber Business:
Join District 17 Legislators,

Sen. Tom Jones and House
representatives Nancy
Rasmussen and Ray Ring for an
update on the 88th legislative
session. The cracker barrel
sessions will take place from 10
a.m.-noon Feb. 2 and March 2
at the City Hall Council
Chambers at 25 Center St. The
events are open to the public
and everyone is encouraged to
join us for some great
discussion. Refreshments will be
served. Sponsored by the VFW
Auxiliary, Clay County
Democrats, Clay County
Republicans and the VCDC
Legislative Affairs Committee.

Business After Hours and
Ribbon Cutting Celebration at
HeartPrint Home Care, 2610
East SD Highway 50 (across the
highway from New 2 You), is
Wednesday, Feb. 13. Business
After Hours will be from 5-7
p.m. with the ribbon-cutting
ceremony at 5:30 p.m. join us to
help HeartPrint Home Care
celebrate their new location,
make new contacts, socialize
and find out what they have to

offer. Appetizers and
refreshments will be served,
plus a take-home gift for
everyone.

The Vermillion Area
Chamber & Development
Company (VCDC) is seeking
nominations for the 2013
Vermillion Community Leader
Award and the 2013 Vermillion
Area Family Business Award. 

The VCDC is looking for a
Vermillion area individual with
a strong record of success,
community involvement, and
community service. This award
recognizes the accomplishments
of a Vermillion area individual
and his/her contributions to our
community.

The VCDC is also looking
for a family business with a
strong record of success, family
involvement, community
service, multi-generational
culture and a positive family
business structure. This award
recognizes the accomplishments
of a Vermillion area family
business and their contributions
to our community.

The VCDC invites you to
nominate your choice for one
or both awards. The winners
will be presented their awards at
the Annual Vermillion Area
Chamber and Community
Awards Banquet on March 14.
Nomination forms are available
at www.vermillionchamber.com
or at the VCDC office at 116
Market Street, phone 624-5571.

The nomination deadline is Feb.
18. 

Business After Hours: Are
you looking for an opportunity
to showcase your business and
network with your peers? Sign
up to host a Business After
Hours event. These events
generally run from 5-7 p.m. on
a weeknight and the hosting
business provides hors
d’oeuvres and refreshments. If
interested, contact Ann at:
annb@vermillionchamber.com
or at 624-5571.

Announcements:
The City of Vermillion is

hosting a Citizens Academy in
spring 2013 for citizens over the
age of 18. The Citizens Academy
is a free, hands-on, interactive
public information program
that allows citizens an insight
into City services and the
functions of City Departments.
Applications are available at
City Hall or online at
www.vermillion.us. Vermillion
residents are given first
consideration. Class size is
limited to 20 participants.

The Clay-Union Foundation
is offering a $500 community
service scholarship to
graduating seniors from
Vermillion or Elk Point-
Jefferson High School.
Applications are available at
http://www.clay-
unionfoundation.org/ under the
events tab. Students will be able

to fill out the application
online, and e-mail it directly for
consideration. Applications will
be accepted until March 1, and
then reviewed by the board.
Awards will be announced at
their school awards night, with
the scholarship given in January
of their second semester. For
further information, call John
Gille at (605) 421-5050 or e-
mail jgillerrsd60@yahoo.com. 

Are you interested in an
intern for your business? USD
students are eager to gain real-
world work experience with
you. Internships can be paid or
unpaid and students can gain
college credit for their
experience with you. If you are
interested in accepting interns
at your business, contact Carly
at Carly.Heard@usd.edu.

Exhibition: “Picturing
Native: Photographs from
Edward Curtis, Horace Poolaw
and Zig Jackson” at John A. Day
Gallery located in Warren M.
Lee Center for the Fine Arts on
USD campus. On display
through end of January.

DavidaArtCompany
presents: Detroit Anthology, an
exhibition of prints by Jay
Wallace now through Feb. 22.
Hosted by Cafe Brule, 24 W.
Main St. For more information
contact
michele4csg@yahoo.com or
visit meruscreative.com to see
more artwork by Jay Wallace.
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FRIDAY, FEB. 1
•Brown Bag Lunch Program featuring Mat D, singer and

guitarist from Sioux City at 12:05 p.m. at the National Music
Museum located on USD campus, corner of Clark and Yale
streets. Free and open to the public. 

•Hospital Auxiliary meeting at Sanford Vermillion
Boardroom, 20 S. Plum (administrative entrance) at 1:30 p.m.
New members are always needed. 

•Bowling: Dell Rapids at 4 p.m. (T) 
•Boys Basketball vs. Madison at 4:45 p.m. (T) 
•Girls Basketball vs. Sgt. Bluff-Luton at 4:45 p.m. (H) 
•Music Recital: Erik Mahon presents his graduate trumpet

recital at 6 p.m. in Farber Hall located in Old Main on USD
campus. Open to the public at no charge. 

•Music Concert: USD’s Rawlins Piano Trio at 7:30 p.m. at
National Music Museum located on USD campus, corner of
Clark and Yale streets. Free and open to the public at no charge.
To learn more about these world-class musicians visit
www.rawlinstrio.com. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 2
•Community Health and Wellness Fair from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at

the Lee Medicine Building, Clark and Dakota streets on the USD
campus. Sponsored by Sanford Vermillion in partnership with
USD Health Sciences departments and School of Medicine. Heart
screening, blood draw screenings, speakers, demonstrations and
more. (Appointment required for heart screenings). Call 624-
2611 or visit sanfordvermillion.org for complete schedule of
events and heart screening cost.

•Overeaters Anonymous at 9 a.m. at Sanford Vermillion
Medical Center, 20 S. Plum St., administration entrance just south
of the hospital entrance in the board room. Overeaters
Anonymous is a 12-step program for people with eating disorders
and struggles.

•Big 8 Conference Wrestling at West Central at 10 a.m. 
•Festival: USD Day at the Washington Pavillion from 5-9 p.m.:

USD Fine Arts students are showcased at the Sioux Falls
Washington Pavillion, in an evening of art, music and theatre.
Reception and Art Show 5-7 p.m. Music/Theatre Showcase
Performance at 7:30. The public is invited to this event at no
charge. 

•USD Women’s Basketball host North Dakota State University
at the DakotaDome at 7 p.m. 

•TBA-Debate: Brandon Valley (T)

MONDAY, FEB. 4
•Public School dismissal at 2 p.m. 
•Parent/teacher conferences from 2:30-8 p.m. 
•Al-anon meeting at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,

corner of Main and Linden. For more information, call 624-9764.  

TUESDAY, FEB. 5
•Vermillion Rotary Club meeting from noon-1 p.m. in the

Freedom Forum Conference Room of the Al Neuharth Media
Center. 

•Boys/Girls Basketball: Dakota Valley at 4 p.m. (H). First Bank
and Trust will be sponsoring free popcorn night for the
Vermillion High School Boys and Girls Basketball games. 

•After-Prom fundraiser/Dad’s Belgian waffles – All you can
eat, from 5-7 p.m. at Vermillion High School Commons. Adults
$6 advance/$7 at door; Kids 6-12 $4 advance/$5 at door; 5 and
younger-Free. Advance Tickets available at all home sporting
events, VHS office, Davis Pharmacy. 

•Wrestling: Harrisburg at 5:30 p.m. at Sioux Falls Washington.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 6
•No school: 8 a.m.-noon teacher in-service; 1-6 p.m. Parent-

teacher conferences. 
•TBA-SDHSAA Vocal/Piano Contest at Yankton. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 7
•7th/8th grade boys basketball: Yankton at 4:15 p.m. (H) 
•Girls basketball: West Central at 5 p.m. (T) 
•Vermillion Lions Club meeting at the W. H. Over Museum in

Sletword Hall at 6 p.m.

PLANNING AHEAD:
•FEB. 8 – Brown Bag Lunch Program featuring USD Opera

Quartet, with Susan Keith Gray, piano, at 12:05 p.m. at the
National Music Museum located on USD campus, corner of
Clark and Yale streets. Free and open to the public. 

•FEB. 8 – Boys/Girls Basketball: Harrisburg at 4 p.m. (T) 
•FEB. 8 – Wrestling: Elk Point/Jefferson at 6:30 p.m. (H) 
•FEB. 9 – Overeaters Anonymous at 9 a.m. at Sanford

Vermillion Medical Center, 20 S. Plum St., administration
entrance. 

•FEB. 9 – ACT Test at Vermillion High School. 
•FEB. 9 – Heartland Humane Society to host Meet and Greet

from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Yankton Bomgaars, 2300 Broadway
Ave. If interested in adopting an animal, applications are available
at the shelter, 601 ½ Burleigh St., Yankton or visit
www.heartlandhumanesociety.net. For more information, call
(605) 664-4244.

•FEB. 15 – The Department of Labor &Regulation will be
hosting a Job Search Assistance Program (JSAP) at 1024 W. Cherry
St. from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The JSAP is a free workshop for people
recovering from job loss or enhancing their job search skills. Trained
instructors speak on modern-day techniques used to successfully
find employment. Topics covered are résumé and cover letter
writing, interviewing etiquette, networking effectively, using social
media and much more. Parties interested in attending should
register by calling (605) 677-6900 before 5 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 13. 

•FEB. 20 – “Shrek the Musical” at the Orpheum in Sioux City.
Call (712) 224-6423 or e-mail mlanzourakis@sioux-city.org for
ticket information. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CHAMBER CHAT

  • Coins-Gold, Silver & Platinum  
 • Bullion-Gold, Silver  & Platinum 
 • Silver Flat Ware  • Silver Jewelry 
 • Gold Jewelry  • Broken Chains  

 • Old Rings • Bracelets 
 • Dental Gold

  2901 Broadway,  Suite E 
 Next to Sears 

 Yankton, SD 57078 

 605-260-4653
 Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10AM-5PM, 

 Sat. 10AM-4PM
 www.midwestgold-silver.com

 Convert Your Unwanted Gold & Silver 
 & Receive Your Cash Today

By Jeremy Hoeck
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

The final step in the approval
process for new athletic facilities
at the University of South
Dakota could be granted this
week in Pierre.

In what he called one of the
“last procedural hurdles,” USD
interim athletic director David
Herbster said last week that he
is confident the South Dakota
Legislature will give the OK to
the $48.2 million project for a
new sports performance facility
arena and a new outdoor
track/soccer complex in
Vermillion.

Senate Bill 8, introduced at
the request of the S.D. Board
of Regents, seeks the approval
from the legislature to
“finance, design, construct,
furnish and equip” the facility
projects.

The Regents began their
presentation Monday morning,
Jan 28, in front of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, and
continued that hearing Tuesday,
Jan. 27, from 8 a.m. to noon in
Pierre.

“We have the backing of the
(USD) Foundation, the
approval of the Board of
Regents, and now we just need
the Legislature,” Herbster said.
“At that point, we have to hit
critical mass.

“We’ll have to go back to the
Regents with enough of the
funding so we can put a shovel
in the dirt.”

With approximately $10
million remaining to raise for
the projects, Herbster believes
construction could begin this
year.

“But people need to step up
to do it,” he said. “We need the
signed pledges. We’re not going
to stop fund-raising. Even when
we put a shovel in the dirt, we’re
not going to stop.

“We haven’t done something
of this magnitude in a long
time, but I think it’s time,” he
added. “This what will separate
us from everybody else.”

However, Herbster said he
was unsure when the
Appropriations Committee
would vote on the bill.

Financing could be the
sticking point to the bill,

Herbster pointed out.
According to the bill, the South
Dakota Building Authority may
finance up to $22.7 million of
the construction costs through
revenue bonds.

Funding for the
approximately 6,000-seat arena
and track/soccer complex
would come from cash
donations, a pledge from the
USD Foundation, athletic
revenues and debt financing.

The sports performance
facility, on the other hand,
would have funding from the
Higher Education Facilities
Fund (HEFF) and donations
because of its academic
component.

USD received approval from
the Regents last October for the
funding sources, and although
fundraising has continued to
progress, the athletic
department staff saw some
significant shuffling when
athletic director David Sayler
resigned in December.

“My whole concern in the
process is that nothing back
here slips through the cracks,”
Herbster said. “Things aren’t

going to stop.”
Apparently neither are the

pledges. Herbster said USD
received two “pretty sizable
commitments” last week and is
waiting on a possible third.

In the meantime, the USD
administration – notably
President Jim Abbott and Vice
President of Finance Sheila
Gestring ¬– prepared for this
week’s presentation to the
Legislature, Herbster said.

“Our administration has
done its homework, and have
done enough, I think, to put
this thing in the best possible
position to be presented and
moved forward,” he said.

Of course, there could be
other issues that pop up that
may need further attention, he
added.

“Even when we made our
presentation to the Legislature,
we gave them plenty of chances
to ask questions,” Herbster said.
“They did ask pretty good
questions, and we had a lot of
‘That makes sense’ or head
nods.”

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck

USD awaits word on proposed facilities

United Way of Vermillion
seeks nominations for Volunteer
of the Year Award

United Way of Vermillion is
again seeking nominations for
its annual Volunteer of the
Year Award that will be
presented at the Vermillion
Chamber of Commerce and
Development Company

Annual Banquet on March 14.
Nominees are sought who

exemplify the best traditions of
volunteerism in Vermillion. The
honoree will have a sustained
record of giving of his or her
time and other resources for the
improvement of the community
in a broad range of activities.

All United Way member

agencies, other non-profit
agencies, and the general public
are encouraged to submit
nominations for the Volunteer
of the Year Award. Nominations
should be sent to United Way of
Vermillion at P.O. Box 216,
Vermillion, SD 57069 or
director@unitedwayofvermillio
n.org by Feb. 10.

United Way of Vermillion
improves lives by mobilizing the
caring power of the community
through focus on eduction,
income, and health. For more
information about United Way
or to make a donation, visit
http://www.unitedwayofvermilli
on.org.

United Way seeks Volunteer of the Year nominations
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