
Cases disposed 1/18-25/2013
Taylor James Lambertz, 1208 E.

Clark Street #206, Vermillion;
Failure to make proper stop at stop
intersection, $54.00 plus costs

Monica R. Garcia, 812 Oak
Street, Springfield; Speeding other
roadways, $39.00 plus costs

Rachel Leslie Pusey, 707 E.
Cedar St., Vermillion; Renewal
registration during assigned
month, $54.00 plus costs

Peter Monzel, 601 Lewis Street,
Vermillion; Speeding other
roadways, $19.00 plus costs

Lucas Iverson, 1119 Hawthorn
Street, Vermillion; Fail to stop after
accident with unattended vehicle,
$54.00 plus costs

Lloyd Irvine Williams, 2008
Augusta Dr., Vermillion; Speeding
other roadways, $19.00 plus costs

Brooke E. Anderson, 208 Spruce
St. #102, Vermillion; Speeding
other roadways, $19.00 plus costs

Heather Jo Neuhalfen, 2400
Douglas Ave. #6, Yankton; Speed
on four-lane in rural areas, $39.00
plus costs

Annette Jacobson, 1028 S.
Holbrook, Vermillion; Petty theft-
2nd degree-less $100, dismissed

Joshua Douglas Olson, 320 N.
Dakota St., Vermillion; Following
too closely, $54.00 plus costs

Rachel Demots, 227 Forest Ave.,
Vermillion; Speeding other
roadways, $19.00 plus costs

Kelsey L. Dailey, 1349 Crestview
Dr., Watertown; Speeding other
roadways, $59.00 plus costs

Kyle Patrick Johnson, 46913
Burbank Rd., Burbank; No drivers
license, $54.00 plus costs;
Disorderly conduct, $100.00 plus
costs

Chance C. Strickland, 210 Red
Iron Ave., Niobrara, NE; Seat belt
violation, $25.00

Joshua A. Brewer, 1701 S.
Cecelia, Sioux City, IA; Open
alcoholic beverage container
accessible in vehicle, $54.00 plus
costs

Jazmin Godin, 330 Broadway,
Centerville; No drivers license,
$54.00 plus costs

Craig Bockholt, 30086 436th
Ave., Utica; County speeding,
$65.00 plus costs

Brandon Landers, 418 1st St.
NW, Watertown; Seat belt
violation, $25.00

Ashley Marie Curtis, 700 E.
Cherry St. #134, Vermillion; Failure
to make proper stop at stop
intersection, $54.00 plus costs

Jeff Donovan, 203 W.
Dartmouth, Vermillion; No drivers
license, $54.00 plus costs

Jonathan Ronald Hatch, 610
Sawgrass St., Yankton; Speeding
other roadways, $39.00 plus costs

Sadie Kay Hansen, 922 W. 3rd
St., Yankton; speeding other
roadways, $19.00 plus costs
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By Rep. Ray Ring
District 17

The days of only “easy” bills
that pass unanimously ended this
week. 

The Education Committee,
on which I serve, considered
HB1087, which would allow
school boards to arm “school
employees, hired  security
personnel or volunteers” to
protect children, staff and others
on school premises. 

This is in stark contrast to
current law, which allows only
law enforcement officers to carry
guns on school premises. 

Most of the proponents who
testified were state legislators, a
couple of whom were former
teachers. They felt the proposals
would better protect against
persons intent on mass murder. 

Oppo¬nents were educators
or persons representing
educators (South Dakota
Education Association, School
Administrators of South Dakota

and Associated School Boards of
South Dakota). They believe that
arming teachers or volunteers
with minimal training would
deteriorate schools’ learning
environments without
signifi¬cantly improving school
safety.

The bill was amended to
require the county sheriff ’s
permission for such a program
and that “school sentinels” must
receive training prescribed by the
South Dakota Law Enforcement
Officers Standards Commission.
The amendment and the
amended bill each passed 8-7. I
voted for the amendment but
against the bill. The following
summarizes the statement I
made during committee debate.

I received twice as many e-
mails from opponents as from
proponents, and the opponents
were generally much more
thorough and convincing in
making their case. 

Of the e-mails that I could
identify as being from teachers or

school administrators, a couple
of them supported the bill. Many
more educators opposed it,
including five superintendents of
school districts in or near
District 17. 

Probably the most compelling
testimony for me came from two
very experienced, high-ranking
military officers who have
extensive training and personal
experience with dangerous, life-
threatening situations. 

One is president of the Lead
school board; the other is
superintendent of the New
Underwood School District.
They convinced me that teachers,
other employees or volunteers –
even those with some training –
are not prepared to deal with a
violent individual in a school.
One warned of “inevitable
accidental discharges” and
“unintended conse¬quences”. 

There are many ways to
increase school safety without
risking those unintended
consequences. Many schools

(including some in District 17)
already have school resource
officers. Other security
improvements are possible if we
provide the necessary funding. 

I believe an accidental gun
discharge – and the tragedy that
could result – is far more likely
than is a violent attack on a
South Dakota school. More guns
are not the answer, when there
are so many less risky preventive
measures.

Except for a minority, folks
most involved with, most
invested in, and most
knowledgeable about schools
don’t think guns are the answer.
I’ll side with the experts.

Please come to one of the
upcoming cracker barrels:
Vermillion City Hall, Feb. 2, 10
a.m.; Irene Community Center,
Feb. 9, 10 a.m.; Marion School
Gym, Feb. 9, 1 p.m. 

You can contact me directly at
Rep.Ring@state.sd.us or (605)
675-9379.

Legislative report:

No more ‘easy’ bills at legislature

South Dakota Public
Broadcasting Television
explores the state’s artistic
history with a new
documentary: “Light of the
Prairie: South Dakota Stained
Glass.” It premieres on Monday,
Feb. 4, at 8 p.m.

The one-hour SDPB
Television production travels
throughout the state to look at a
beautiful and often
underappreciated aspect of
South Dakota’s history. The
documentary touches on the
history and culture of stained
glass windows with expert and
Humanities Scholar Dr. Barbara
Johnson of Aberdeen.

Many communities across
the state have used these stained
glass windows to tell their
stories – their connection to
God, the homestead experience
or life on the Great Plains.
Windows can be found in
private homes, churches,
courthouse, schools, and even
in barns. 

The production is divided
into three parts.

The History of Stained Glass
on the Great Plains

Stained glass windows
originally were developed in the
Middle East. Early stained glass
artists learned to use metals like
gold, cobalt, copper and others
to create vibrant colors in glass.
Centuries later, settlers who
immigrated to the Great Plains
brought their stained glass
traditions with them. In South
Dakota, these colorful windows
often tell the same stories as
windows found in Europe and
the Middle East about religion,
art and memories.  

The Buildings  
Churches are most

commonly associated with
stained glass. Some windows
depict biblical figures or stories
and some are merely decorative.
But not all stained glass is
connected to religious
communities. Throughout
South Dakota there are
buildings where stained glass
tells stories of our state,
individual communities,
prominent families, epic events,
or sometimes mystical people
and places. The State Capitol

building is home to many
beautiful windows, but the art
form is found across the state in
schools, courthouses and
homes.   

The Present and Future
Many of the stained glass

windows found across the state
are showing the ravages of time.
The restoration of a stained
glass window is expensive and
time consuming, but those who
love and respect these beautiful
pieces of history are finding
ways to restore them.  Creating
stained glass remains a living art

form, and many of today’s
artists continue to carry on the
storytelling tradition in their
contemporary creations.
Technology is allowing today’s
craftsmen to create more
contemporary designs with
vivid color choices.  

“Light of the Prairie” is
produced with the support of
the South Dakota Humanities
Council, an affiliate of the
National Endowment for the
Humanities.

‘Light of the Prairie’ airs Feb. 4

Stained glass windows at Blue Cloud Abbey.
(Courtesy photo)

Air National Guard Airman
Ethan R. Druin graduated from
basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San
Antonio, TX.

The airman completed an
intensive, eight-week program
that included training in
military discipline and studies,
Air Force core values, physical
fitness, and basic warfare
principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic
training earn four credits
toward an associate in applied
science degree through the
Community College of the Air
Force.

Druin is the son of Wade and
Chris Druin of 457th Avenue,
Volin.

He is a 2011 graduate of
Vermillion High School.

Druin
completes
training

The national average price
for a gallon of regular unleaded
gasoline on Jan. 29 is $3.36. This
price is five cents more
expensive than one week ago
and seven cents more than one
month ago, but it remains seven
cents cheaper than the average
price one year ago. 

The retail price of gasoline

has now increased for 12
consecutive days, the longest
such streak since prices rose for
21 straight days July 28-Aug. 18.

While the national average
has drifted higher, it has
increased by only seven cents
through the first 29 days of
2013. This rise is less than half
of the nearly 14-cent increase

during the same period last
year. 

Pump prices rose to begin
2012 because of higher global
oil prices due to geopolitical
tensions with Iran. 

This year, while markets have
kept an eye on recent episodes
of violence in Algeria, prices
have risen largely because of

higher oil prices from positive
economic news and recent
regional refinery issues. This has
included the ExxonMobil and
Phillips 66 refineries in Illinois;
Holly Frontier in New Mexico;
Western Refining in El Paso, TX;
Chevron in El Segundo, CA;
and Cherry Point in
Washington State. 

Average price of gas in SD rises 10 cents in a week


