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 Call 1-800-KIL-BUGS for a free estimate.

 If bugs are the 
 problem, we are 

 the solution!

 Serving all of South Dakota

 P.R, Ruby & Karla Olson

 Family-Owned 
 & Operated 

 For Over 
 40 Years!

 Protectors of health, 
 property and our 

 environment.
 Any pest 

 problem can 
 be solved 

 by our 
 knowledgeable 

 staff.

The rejuvenating spirit of
spring makes this beloved
season an ideal time for
homeowners to take stock of
their homes and properties and
address any issues that arose
during the winter. While some
homes make it through winter
unscathed, the harsh weather of
the year’s coldest season can add
several tasks to homeowners’
springtime to-do lists.

While some projects are best
left to the professionals, others
can be tackled even by those
homeowners with little or no
DIY experience. The following
are a handful of projects
tailor-made for spring.

Inspect the gutters
Gutters tend to bear the brunt

of harsh winter weather, and
come spring gutters are in need
of inspection if not repair.
Winter winds, snow and heavy

rainfall can compromise the
effectiveness of gutters, which
can easily accumulate debris and
detach from homes during
winter storms. In addition,
gutters sometimes develop leaks
over the winter months. As a
result, homeowners should
conduct a careful inspection of
their gutters come the spring,
being sure to look for leaks
while clearing the gutters of
debris and reattaching gutters
that might have become
detached from the home on
windy winter days and nights.
When reattaching loose gutters,
make sure the downspouts are
draining away from the
foundation, as gutters that are
not draining properly can cause
damage to that foundation and
possibly lead to flooding. 

Take stock of roof shingles
Much like its gutters and

downspouts, a home’s roof can
suffer significant damage over
the course of a typical winter.
Shingles may be lost to harsh
winter winds and storms, so
homeowners should examine
the roof to determine if any
shingles were lost (lost shingles
might even be lying around the
property) or suffered damage
that’s considerable enough to
require replacement. Summer
can be especially brutal on
shingles, especially those that
suffered significant damage
during the winter. If left
unchecked or unaddressed,
problems with damaged shingles
can quickly escalate into larger
issues when spring rains and
summer sun inevitably arrive,
so homeowners should
prioritize fixing or replacing
damaged shingles as quickly as
possible.

Check for freeze damage
Frozen temperatures can be

hard on humans and homes
alike, but unlike humans who
can stay inside when
temperatures dip below
freezing, homes are forced to
withstand the elements
throughout the winter. External
hose faucets are often
susceptible to freeze damage. To
inspect such faucets, turn the
water on and then place a
thumb or finger over the
opening of the faucet. If your
thumb or finger can completely
stop the flow of water, the pipe
where the water is coming from
is likely damaged and will need
to be replaced.
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