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There must come a
time, eventually, when
a mother feels comfort-
able leaving her chil-
dren at home to watch
themselves. We know
that it is important for
their own self-esteem to
realize that they can
take care of themselves
for a short while. Most
people would say we
should wait until they
are old enough. So age
has some bearing on
this decision. It would
also depend on how
young the youngest
child is as well. You

wouldn’t leave a 10-
year old with a 1-year
old. That’s just asking
for trouble.

Maturity is also a
factor. My 12-year old
daughter is infinitely
more mature than my
13-year old son, but he
was mature enough to
handle himself for a
short while, I thought.

It began when my 8-
year old lost his shoe.
Don’t ask me how
things like that disap-
pear. It’s not like he
hasn’t worn them in a
long time. He wears

them every day. He
needed shoes for school
the next day, though, so
this was a critical situa-
tion.

Where I live it takes
15 minutes to get to a
shoe store. My son and
daughter were busily
engaged in some activ-
ity that did not include
a TV screen and that is
something I like to en-
courage. If they had
been watching TV, I
would have, no doubt,
made them come with
me. Rather than ask
them to stop what they
were doing, I calculated
how long it would take
me to get shoes for the
youngest: Fifteen min-
utes there, fifteen min-
utes back and fifteen
minutes to locate an ap-
propriate pair of shoes.

Hmm. What could
happen in 45 minutes, I
thought, as if time had
anything to do with it. I
guess we think that if
one crisis happened on
any given day, then the
longer you are away, the
higher the likelihood
that the crisis will hap-
pen when you are gone.
There are 24 hours in a

day. I would be gone 45
minutes. No court in
the land could convict
me of neglect… unless,
of course, the crisis ac-
tually happened in
those 45 minutes.

I believed they were
safe, however, because
the crisis-of-the-day had
already occurred with
the missing shoes. I left
them with my cell phone
number, a list of six hun-
dred back-ups and a
warning to behave
themselves. My 8-year
old and I left together to
get his shoes.

I received a frantic
call while on my way
back home. My son
whispered into the

phone, “Mom, I think
there is a burglar trying
to get into the house!”

My first thought was
panic, of course, “Where
are you?”

“In the basement. I
locked all the doors.”

“Okay, you guys stay
in the basement. I’m
coming!”

I floored it and
prayed that there
would be no radar traps
between me and my
house. I didn’t call 911
because a more rational
part of my brain was
thinking that my chil-
dren could be over-re-
acting to something
and, at the speed I was
now going, it would
only take me about 60
seconds to reach my
house anyway.

Those were the
longest 60 seconds of
my life. My imagina-
tion was in overdrive. I
thought of all the
things I could use to de-
fend myself and my
kids if there was a
stranger in my house.
The arsenal of weapons
in the car with me in-
cluded my ice scraper,
an umbrella, a pair of

headphones, and a fin-
gernail clipper. I imag-
ined the disbelief on his
face after I burst in
brandishing my ice
scraper. On second
thought, I don’t think
he’d be suitably cowed.

I vowed to use the
car as a weapon if I had
to. Okay, not rational.
The car doesn’t fit
through my front door
and if the guy was out-
side running away,
there would be no need
to run him over.

Much to my surprise,
when I pulled in the
driveway, my daughter
was sitting on the front
porch petting our cat.
The situation didn’t
look too terribly dire, I
thought. I asked her
where her brother was.

“I don’t know. He
locked me out of the
house and I’ve been try-
ing to get back in the
whole time you were
gone!”

Laura Snyder is a national-
ly syndicated columnist,
author & speaker.  You can
reach Laura at lsnyder@lau-
raonlife.com Or visit her web-
site www.lauraonlife.com for
more info.
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$29.99/mo. DirectStarTV 1-
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STEEL CULVERTS FOR
SALE: New, All sizes.
(605)661-5050 or (605)387-
5660. Ulmer Farm Service,
Menno, SD.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT AIDS?
You may be worrying needless-
ly. For information contact The
Coalition at P.O. Box 220,
Sioux Falls, SD 57101. 605-
332-4599.
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Remember or honor some-
one who has battled cancer.
Buy a luminaria and put their
name on it for the Clay County
Relay For Life. Donate $5 to
get each luminaria at the Nook
‘N Cranny, Civic Council store
and Vermillion Beauty Shop, all
in downtown Vermillion; or the
Vermillion Federal Credit Union
at Cherry and Dakota. Or buy a
luminaria at the Relay.
Decorate it yourself, or ask the
Relay committee to do it for
you. The Relay is Sunday, Jan.
31, from noon-6pm, at the
DakotaDome in Vermillion.
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