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Playing yet another tough
opponent the day after practice
was wiped out by the weather,
the Vermillion Tanagers nev-
ertheless found a way to make
a game of it against West Cen-
tral Tuesday after falling
behind early.

But in the end West Cen-
tral's height created enough
opportunities for them and
denied enough Tanager
chances so that the Trojans
prevailed in Big Eight play,
50-44.

Boasting four players taller
than Vermillion's tallest man,
West Central had a 34-23
rebounding advantage, yet the
Tanagers were still within five
at halftime, 27-22. Coming
out of the intermission, how-
ever, West Central scored
seven quick points, and from
then on the Tanagers were lit-
erally looking up at the Tro-
jans.

There are always a couple
comebacks in this Vermillion
ballclub, and one of them cut a
12-point gap down to six mid-
way through the third quarter.
West Central built its margin
back to 14 early in the final
stanza.

Cole Andre was given four
consecutive free throws---two
on a defensive foul and two
more on a technical---and he
made them all. Jason Ras-
mussen stuffed back a
rebound, and suddenly the
Tanagers were within seven.
At least three chances to get
even closer just wouldn't fall
for VHS. Nevertheless in the
final minute two Kylen Freidel
free throws and three more
Rasmussen points kept the
Tanagers close. West Central
sank three free shots in the
final 14 seconds to salvage its
win.

The fact that West Central
was able to defend the Tan-
agers' two leading scorers,
Freidel and Andre, to a total of
five field goals was a major
factor. Tyler Husby led Tan-
ager scorers with 14, Freidel
had nine and Andre eight.
Andre had seven rebounds and
Freidel six.

Guard Mike Wenk had 14
and 6'7" center Devin Albers
10 for West Central.

S.F. Christian 63, VHS 57
Top-ranked Sioux Falls

Christian, unbeaten in nine
games at the time, had to
resort to a 3-minute, 40-sec-
ond stall tactic midway
through the fourth quarter to
slow a monumental Vermil-
lion rally and escape the Tan-
agers in a 63-57 game at the
Christian gym last Thursday.

The Tanagers' record fell to
4-6, but as they had in recent
narrow losses, the VHS club
battled furiously and moved
the ball well against the

Chargers. "Any mistakes
against a good team like them
are costly," Coach Jay Drake
said, and the Tanagers made
just enough to create a gigan-
tic hole for themselves.

From an 8-7 lead in the
early going Vermillion saw a 7-
0 Christian run propel them
into a 17-10 first-quarter edge.
Five quick points by Cole
Andre early in the second stan-
za got the Tanagers back to
within four before Christian
went on another 7-0 run. The
two clubs matched three-point
shots with three apiece on the
way to halftime where SFC
had a 34-25 lead.

The third quarter was a
roller-coaster. Christian imme-
diately went up by 12, but four
points by Tyler Husby, two by
Aaron Steele and five by Kylen
Freidel got VHS back within
six. A 10-0 Christian lead
restored their lead to 16 points
at 54-38, and it appeared the
verdict in this game was in.

But a three-point bomb by
Andre at the end of the period
was an exclamation point on a

10-2 Tanager explosion that
had VHS back within eight,
56-48, heading into the final
quarter.

Jason Rasmussen's basket
made it 56-50, and Freidel's
layup and subsequent free
throw with 7:00 left completed
an amazing 15-2 stretch.

At that point, trying to get
VHS out of its zone, Christian
paid the Tanager defense a
giant compliment by institut-
ing a stall to try to force Ver-
million out of its game plan.
The Chargers exchanged pass-

es out front for two minutes,
then began to move the ball
around just a bit. The stall
continued for 3:40, culminating
when SFC's Matt Vande Kamp
scored for a 58-53 lead.

Austin Krier fed Husby for
a Tanager basket at the 2:10
mark, and VHS was within
58-55 and on the brink of a
gigantic upset. Vermillion had
to begin fouling to get the ball,
but with neither team in the
bonus situation yet, it took
awhile. Christian kept pos-
session until less than a
minute remained.

A Tanager foul with 37 sec-
onds left finally put the Charg-
ers into a position where they
had to shoot free throws.
Vande Kamp made two there,
but the Tanagers refused to
die, and Rasmussen scored on
the eighth Freidel assist of the
night to make it 60-57.

Christian was able to sink
one free throw at 0:11 and two
more at 0:01 to increase the
final margin to six points.

"Even when we were down
by 16, it seemed like we were
playing them pretty well,"
Drake said. "Now we feel we
can make a run on anybody."

Drake said the close call
against the No.1 "A" team will
hopefully give the Tanagers
confidence as they head into
the final month of their sched-
ule.

Freidel and Andre had 15
points each and led the
rebounding with six and five,
respectively. Husby and Ras-
mussen scored 10 apiece,Krier
five and Steele two. Vande
Kamp had 29 for Christian.

The Tanagers had four
more field goals than the
Chargers did, but SFC's 16-
of-18 at the stripe, compared to
Vermillion's 4-of-9 overcame
that disadvantage.

Next week Vermillion hosts
Beresford in a girls-boys dou-
bleheader Tuesday. Then the
boys complete the week at
Madison next Friday, Feb. 5.
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Free throw contest winners
The Knights of Columbus held their annual free throw contest
on Jan. 24 at the Vermillion High School. The winners are from
left to right Jaida Anderson, Katie Johnson, Natasha Samudzi,
Ethan James, Kyle Johnson, Jayce Huska Logan Peterson, and
Ray Hofman chairman of the Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Contest. These winners will go on to districts at Beresford in Feb-
ruary.

USD women’s
b-ball game
rescheduled

The University of South
Dakota women’s basket-
ball team’s game vs. the
University of Sioux Falls,
originally scheduled for
Monday, Jan. 25, was post-
poned because of poor
weather and travel condi-
tions in southeast South
Dakota.??

The game has been
rescheduled for Monday,
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. at the
DakotaDome in Vermil-
lion. All tickets purchased
for the game will be hon-
ored on Feb. 8.

Youth wrestlers wrestle strong
Vermillion youth wrestlers made a strong statement last week-
end at the Yankton Youth Tournament with 10 first place finishes.
The wrestlers continue to improve their skills with their hard work
at practice and the valuable experiences they gain at various
tournaments around the area. Pictured are Carter Mart, first; Jack
Kratz, first; Lucas Anglin, first; and (back) Carter Kratz, third. Oth-
ers wrestling that day were Nicolas Roob, Jake Jensen, Char-
lie Ward, Brett Culver, Kobe Culver, Trey Hage, Tyson Hage,
Kyle Seibel, Brody Surrell, Hunter Christopherson, Colton
Geveshausen and Jonah Fee. The Vermillion Youth Wrestling
Club will be holding their tournament on Sunday, Feb. 14 at 1
p.m. in the VHS gym. Anyone wishing to help with the tourna-
ment can contact Brian Anglin at 677-8987 or Jennifer Kratz at
624-2502.

Several Vermillion youth
wrestlers participated in the
Alcester-Hudson Youth Tour-
nament that was held on Sun-
day, Jan. 10. The boys over-
came some big battles and
showed their Vermillion pride
by wrestling hard and finish-
ing strong. Pictured are (front)
Jake Jensen, Carter Mart, Jack
Kratz and T.J. Tracy, (back)
Lucas Anglin, Carter Kratz,
Kyle Seibel, Trey Hage, Brody
Surrell and Hunter Christo-
pherson. Jake and T.J. did an
outstanding job that day, as it
was their first time participating
in a tournament. The youth
wrestlers invite you to come

and watch, as they will host
their youth tournament on Sun-
day, Feb. 14 in the Vermillion
High School gym at 1 p.m.

Youth wrestlers having fun
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Tanagers drop game to West Central

Vermillion’s Kylen Freidel drives for the basket during varsity
action against West Central Tuesday night in Vermillion. Frei-
del contributed nine points to the Tanagers scoring. (Photo by
David Lias)


