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the time, told The Volante
that the Cypress Courts
apartments made a good
first home for her and her
husband.

In the story, Boyle
recommended the
apartments for newly
married couples. 

“For our first year, I
think it was really nice, as
far as saving money and
then being able to be on
campus. I think it would
be good for when you’re
first starting to be married,
except you don’t have too
far to run from each other,”
Boyle said.

Elizabeth Harder, the
university’s housing

director in 2008, told The
Volante that the
apartments at Cypress
Courts were the only
designated area on campus
for married couples and
students with children.  

That year, six families
with children, 15 married
couples and a number of
graduate students and
international students
occupied the 40
apartments at Cypress
Court.  

Students who are
married or have a child
are allowed to live off of
campus, regardless of age,
but some still choose to
live on campus at
Cypress. Most students in
the apartments are newly
married and are still close
to the traditional college-
age students, Harder said,
and appreciate the

community feeling of the
campus. 

“They’re also still very
connected to a lot of
people who are still on
campus. So it’s kind of
like the next step away,
but you still have all the
convenience of living on
campus,” Harder told The
Volante. 

The student
newspaper’s report noted
that utilities were
included in the rent
charge for the one-
bedroom apartments, as
well as Internet, trash
services and cable. The
apartments also had
private bathrooms and
kitchens with a full-sized
refrigerator and oven.
Cypress Courts’
apartments were identical
to the dimensions of the
apartments at Redwood

Court. 
Junior Sean

Fitzsimmons and his wife
Ramsey, a senior, were
new to Cypress Courts in
2008. The couple moved
in at the beginning of the
fall semester that year
and they told The Volante
they are more than
satisfied with their new
living accommodations,
even if the space is
limited. 

“We actually like it a
lot. There’s not really
anything to dislike. If I
have one complaint, I
think it’d be that there is
a little bit of lack of
space. You have to be
clever about where you
put your stuff,” Ramsey
Fitzsimmons said.

Sean Fitzsimmons
said the apartment’s
petite size surprised him.

His wife, however, said
she knew from past
experiences that the
living quarters would be
tight.

“My sophomore year, I
lived in Redwood Court,
so I kind of knew going
in what the size would be
like and what the kitchen
would be like. So, it
wasn’t a big surprise or
anything,” Ramsey
Fitzsimmons said.   

In The Volante story,
Harder said many
couples, generally around
ages 21 and 22, choose
Cypress because of low
prices and less hassle.
Rent payments are made
monthly rather than by
the semester, so students
can live in the apartments
year-round, Harder said. 

“There are no hidden
costs because it’s also right
into your tuition. So
there’s a convenience
factor that really can’t be
beat. You don’t have to
worry about parking

coming onto campus and
(there is) 24-hour
emergency response. They
have all the services, so it’s
really about convenience,”
Harder said. 

Ramsey Fitzsimmons
said the low price was the
appeal for her and her
husband. 

“It’s just a really good
deal. They include your
Internet services, your
water and your electricity
and garbage. It’s just a
really good rent deal for a
one-bedroom apartment,”
Ramsey said.

Sophomore Mary
Hosford told The Volante
in 2008 that she was
satisfied with her apartment
at Cypress that she has lived
in for the past year-and-a-
half with her husband,
Charlie. Hosford said she
also liked the apartments
because they are
inexpensive and close to
school, so she doesn’t have
to worry about driving back
and forth. 

www.bigiron.com
UNRESERVED AUCTION - ONLINE ONLY

Wednesday, January 11, 2012
First Lots Scheduled to Close at 10:00 AM Central Time

NO BUYERS PREMIUM FEE and NO RESERVES!!
The following equipment is owned by various owners, visit www.bigiron.com 

for owner names, items locations and phone numbers.
TRACTORS: 03 NH TC24DA MFWD Tractor w/12LA Loader, 
197 Hrs; 00 Kubota L2500 DT MFWD Tractor w/LB400 Loader, 
688 Hrs; 07 Case IH Magnum 215 MFWD Tractor, 711 Hrs; 04 
McCormick CX105 Tractor w/Loader; 73 JD 4430 Tractor w/
Westendorf TA46 Loader, 9,425 Hrs.
COMBINE: 06 Case IH 2388 Combine, 1290 Eng/856 Sep Hrs.
HARVEST EQUIPMENT: J&M 750-18 Grain Cart; J&M 620-14 
Grain Cart; 03 Case 2208 8R30’’ Corn Head w/Trailer; 07 Mac-
Don FD70 30’ Flex Draper.
TRUCKS & VEHICLES: (3) 90 Chevy Kodiak C7HO64 Straight 
Trucks; 91 GMC Topkick CH4 4000 Gal Capacity Water Truck.
TRAILERS: Homemade Goose Neck Flat Bed; 95 Homemade 
Flatbed Gooseneck Trailer; 80 Merritt Mark 2 40’ Grain Trailer; 
98 53’ Shopbuilt Combine/Header/Tractor/Grain Cart Trailer.
PLANTING EQUIPMENT: White 8000 Series Corn Planter, 12 R 
Narrow; 06 White 8738 8R36” Planter.
EXCAVATOR: 02 Kobelco SK160LC Excavator, 9065 Hrs .
SKIDSTEER: 03 JD 260 Series 2 Skid Steer, 176 Hrs.
FERTILIZER/CHEMICAL EQUIPMENT: 05 International 7600 4 
X 2 Aggressor Sprayer.
ATVs/RECREATION VEHICLES: 05 Yamaha Rhino 660 ATV.
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The next BIGIRON.com auction is January 18!
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 Large 1-Day Toy Auction
 Saturday, January 14 th

 10:00 a.m.
 Located:  Wakonda Legion Hall, 

 Wakonda, SD
 Selling at 10:00 a.m.:  Approx. 200 
 Investment Quality Vintage Trucks! Tonka, 
 Smith-Miller, Buddy L, Marx, Nylint, Customs 
 & More! Many great pieces!

 Selling at approx 12:30 p.m. (following the 
 trucks):   250+ Clean & Quality Farm Toys of 
 all Brands! Lots of Precisions, 4-wheel Drives, 
 IH & JD toys and more!  

 Call for a free, full color brochure or see our 
 website for hundreds of photos!  Live Internet 
 bidding available through www.GirardBid.com.

 James Heating & Cooling
 “Quality Service with Reasonable Prices.”
 “Serving the Vermillion Area Since 1993”

 Vermillion, SD 57069 • 605-624-9140
 Our Services Include:

 • Furnace and A/C Replacement/Repair
 • Hot Water Boiler Replace and Repair

 • Air Duct Cleaning
 • Window Replacements

 • In Floor Heating Systems

 Licensed & Insured • Call for a FREE Estimate
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By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.net

While it would not be feasible
financially to build a hotel
headquarter facility in Vermillion
to host events for more than 250
people, there does appear to be
support for a smaller conference
center.

Those are the findings of a
recent study performed by
Conventions, Sports & Leisure, a
Minneapolis advisory firm.

“The study (showed) that there
was a significant need for local
banquet, reception and meeting
space,” said Steve Howe, executive
director of the Vermillion Area
Chamber & Development
Company, which commissioned
the study. “It was estimated that
we were missing out on about 50
percent of that business. …

“Single-day events are what we
have a strong market for. Multi-
day events we just couldn’t
support,” he said.

Paid for with $25,000 of
Vermillion NOW! campaign
funds, the study found that
Vermillion would be unable to
support a larger facility in part
because of its location. 

This finding was based in part
on conversations with

representatives of larger
conferences and events.

“Conventions, Sports &
Leisure went in and interviewed
over 100 of these organizations,
and it was identified that they
would likely not choose
Vermillion due to its location in
the state, our close proximity to
Sioux Falls and Sioux City, and
also out proximity in the
southeast corner,” Howe said. “It’s
difficult to get people from Rapid
City to come to Sioux Falls, much
less an extra-hour trip to come to
Vermillion.”

Another factor is lack of hotel
space, which Howe said currently
stands at “about 200 rooms.”

“To bring in a conference of
250 people, we just don’t have the
inventory rooms to support that,
and they don’t anticipate that a
conference center would bring in
enough new business to justify a
hotel adding rooms,” he said.

The type of events the
conference center would most
likely attract would be larger
wedding receptions, banquets,
reunions and small commercial
shows.

“The actual facility that was
recommended was bigger than I
originally thought we could
support,” Howe said. “What

they’re talking about is a facility
between 18,000 and 26,000 square
feet. It sits on a half-acre land with
enough parking for 200. That’s a
fairly sizable facility, and it won’t
be cheap. It’s going to be a
significant investment to create a
facility of this size.”

The building would need a
banquet space that would be sub-
dividable for smaller events, as
well as breakout rooms, kitchen
facilities and ample parking.

“While we didn’t do a formal
location analysis, they did tell us it
needs to be within walking
distance of hotels and other
amenities,” Howe said. “So that
plays a lot into where we might
locate it. There’s only a couple
places in town with hotels, so if
we want to do it right there’s not
many places that it could go.”

All discussions regarding
location are purely speculative at
this point, he added.

Another question remains:
What actual economic effects
would such a facility bring to the
community?

“Will it increase room nights?
Will it increase restaurant sales?
Will it increase sales at Wal-Mart?
Will we see an increase of tax
revenue as an indirect result of a
facility like this?” Howe said.

“That’s an important thing, if
we’re going to ask the public to
support something like this, we
need to show that there’s a benefit
to the community.”

For this reason, an economic
and cost benefit analysis may be
performed by Conventions,
Sports & Leisure, which would
cost $10,000. Funding – which
would come from the Chamber
budget – will be approved or
rejected based on the type of
information the analysis would
provide.

The findings of the first study
recently were presented to the
Chamber board and the city
council, and the economic
analysis could be done in 60 days,
Howe said.

“We intentionally split this into
two phases,” Howe said. “We
didn’t want to pay for the
economic impact study if the
market wasn’t there. That would
just have been throwing money
away. Now that we know that the
market is there … we can do the
next step.”

Of course, the economic
analysis also could be the last step
of the process.

“We’re prepared also that the
answer to these questions might
be ‘no,’ that we’re not there,” Howe

said. “We’re willing to spend the
money to find out that answer.”

The initial study was
undertaken after the Chamber
received a number of inquiries
regarding an event center of some
kind.

“We didn’t want to make any
decisions based on anecdotal
information, so we gathered a
group of people together to serve
as a taskforce to look at the
conference center,” Howe said.

The group included such
people as hotel managers, caterers
and other local businesspeople
and officials.

“They met several times and
came to the conclusion that, yes,
we do need to do a formal study
on this. There was a desire by the
community for this type of space,”
Howe said.

More public input is being
sought, however, before the
decision is made to allocate the
funding for the economic and
cost benefit analysis.

“We’re doing our best to
include as many people as
possible. We want everybody’s
opinion,” Howe said. “Our goals
right now are to get as much
feedback as possible in the next 30
days.”

Howe will make his final
recommendation to the Chamber
board about whether to allocate
the funding for the analysis this
month.

Study supports small conference center
Cost/benefit analysis may follow to determine if idea has potential


