
By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

Whoever said two weeks
ago that the Vermillion boys
basketball team was entering a
tough stretch in its schedule
wasn't just blowing smoke.

The Tanagers, who were 6-
2 at one point, dropped to 6-6
for the year with their fourth
straight loss Tuesday, and for
the second time it was a defeat
at the hands of a team they
had beaten earlier.  This time
West Central, who lost at
home to Vermillion 40-32 on
Jan. 5, blew open a close game
with a huge fourth quarter to
beat the Tanagers 45-37.

The Tanagers' four-game
homestand, which continued
last night (Thursday) against
the state's No. 1-rated Dell
Rapids club, proceeds Tuesday
in a girls-boys doubleheader
against Beresford and
concludes next Friday against
Madison.  The latter now
becomes a must-win for the
Tanagers to retain any hope
for the conference
championship.

Tuesday's loss at home to
West Central put the
Tanagers at 4-2 in the Big 8
Conference with two games
remaining.  For West Central
it was only their second
victory in 11 games.

When Tanner Anderson
scored a basket to start the
fourth quarter, VHS was
within a point at 30-29, but
by the time the Tanagers
scored again with 1:47 left in
the game, West Central had
gone on a 12-0 run.  The
Trojans' zone defense killed
the VHS offense and created
turnovers.  In the first six
minutes of the final period
the Tanagers were one-of-
eight from the field whereas
West Central had made six of
eight shots.

The Tanagers had played
well in the first half, but they
lost a six-point lead in the
first period, gave up a seven-
point lead in the second and
surrendered a six-point
advantage in the third
quarter.

"We're nowhere near the
team we were a month ago,"

Coach Jay Drake said in his
postgame interview.  "As a
coaching staff we have to get
some things turned around."

Austin Krier with 10
points was the only Tanager
double-figure scorer.  Jayce
Huska had three treys for a
nine-point game off the
bench.  Tanner Anderson
and J.T. Sorensen had four
points each, Nick Jensen and
Anthony Leber three apiece,
and Tanner Settles and Nile
Morecraft two each.  The
Tanagers shot 38 percent
from the field but got off far
fewer shots – and far fewer
good shots – than the
Trojans, who had a 50
percent shooting game.

Mitchell Brockhaus
scored 13 of his 14 points in
the second half.  He was co-
high scorer with freshman
teammate David Mulbah.

Last Thursday the
Tanagers lost at Sioux Falls
Christian, 66-59, but VHS
gave the Chargers a
competitive game.  A 20-
point fourth quarter
included a moment when the
Tanagers crept to within five
points before SFC won by
seven.

The Tanagers
outrebounded Christian, 29-
15; sank seven three-point
baskets to Christian's six,
and were a perfect six-of-six
at the free-throw line, but
VHS just didn't have enough
field goals.  VHS shot 46
percent, making 23 of 50
attempts from the field, but
Christian had a much higher
percentage, making 26 of 41
for 63 percent.

Austin Krier with 17
points, six assists and six
rebounds led the Tanager
attack.  Tanner Anderson
contributed 14 points, four
rebounds, two steals and an
assist.  Jayce Huska scored
nine, Nick Jensen six,
Anthony Leber five, J.T.
Sorensen four, Caleb Miller
two and Nile Morecraft two
points.  Tanner Settles had five
rebounds and Sorensen four.

Christian, which won for
the eighth time in 11 games,
led at the quarter breaks 20-
12, 36-26 and 53-39.
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Upcoming Sports Schedule

Tanager bowling vs. Harrisburg 4 p.m. Jan. 27
Tanager girls basketball at Canton 4:30 p.m. Jan. 27
Tanager wrestling at Wagner Invite 10 a.m. Jan. 28
USD women’s basketball at Southern Utah 6 p.m. Jan. 28
USD men’s basketball at Southern Utah 8:30 p.m. Jan. 28
USD swimming and diving at North Dakota 1 p.m. Jan. 28
USD women’s tennis at SIU Edwardsville Noon Jan. 28

USD women’s tennis at Northern Illinois 4 p.m. Jan. 28
USD track and field at Bill Bergen Invite (Iowa State) TBA Jan. 28
USD women’s tennis at Drake 2 p.m. Jan. 29
USD women’s basketball at Oral Roberts 7:05 p.m. Jan. 30
Tanager wrestling home triangular 5:30 p.m. Jan. 30
Tanager gymnastics hosts Wagner 6:30 p.m. Jan. 30
Tanager girls & boys basketball hosts Beresford 4 p.m. Jan. 31

 You have until February 3rd to submit your photos. They will then be 
 voted on by the public. You can help promote your child to win 
 through Facebook and email! People will be able to vote once per day 
 per registered email address.  Voting will take place from February 
 4th-19th. Winning photos will be published in the Yankton Daily Press 
 & Dakotan on February 22nd. First place winners will receive a 
 framed winners print and gift certificates to local businesses. 
 Employees and family members of Yankton Media Inc. and any of its 
 subsidiaries are ineligible to win. Your online submission authorizes 
 the publication of this photo in this contest in print and online at 
 http://www.yankton.net and  http://play2win.upickem.net

 If you have any questions please email us at classifieds@yankton.net and we will help you with your 
 online submissions.

 Attention Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, 
 Uncles, Godparents and Friends!

 We are featuring our annual

 Beautiful  Baby Contest
 In print and online on 
 Wednesday, February 22, 2012

 Only this time our online readers 
 will determine the winners!

 Beautiful Baby Contest 2012

 If you or someone you know has a beautiful child, we would love to 
 include them in our feature and they might even have a chance to 
 win prizes from local businesses and a framed winners print!

 To enter, simply log online by going to:

 http://play2win.upickem.net/
 Register to submit your photos: 1 entry per email address
 Upload your photo to one of the following categories:
 0-6 months • 7-12 months • 13 months-2 years • 3-4 years
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 PRODUCTION JOBS
 Veyance Technologies, Inc., a world leader in industrial hose production, is actively seeking to hir e entry-level 
 production workers. If interested, you may register by logging on to:  www.applytoveyance.com. Appli cations 
 will also be taken at the Nebraska Workforce Development Center, 105 East Norfolk Avenue, Suite 100,
 Norfolk, Nebraska 68701.  

 The selection process consists of various phases that applicants must participate in and successfull y complete 
 in order to be considered for employment.  These phases will require an investment of approximately  10 hours 
 of the applicant’s time and will be conducted at various times to accommodate schedules.  

 Please note that successful completion of all hiring phases does not guarantee a job offer, nor does  the 
 applicant have to accept a job offer if it is made.  

 Veyance Technologies, Inc. is an Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Employer 
 and offers an excellent wage and benefit package.

 Veyance is looking for a diverse group of people who are able to work in a self-managed team environ ment and:
 - Demonstrate awareness and concern for the safety of self and others.
 - Maintain consistent, on-time attendance.
 - Meet and exceed quality standards in their work, continuously seeking ways to improve the process  and 

 product
 - Identify and solve production team problems.
 - Participate actively in team meetings and activities.  Be a team player.
 - Perform team administrative tasks.
 - Be willing and able to perform a variety of tasks and work effectively, participate in continuous  learning 

 and training.
 - Demonstrate initiative by going beyond requirements and actively pursuing goals.
 - Work 12 hour rotating shifts and weekends.
  -Operate hose manufacturing machinery and equipment.

 VEYANCE CULTURE

Tanager boys continue slide,
lose to WC 45-37

Vermillion’s Anthony Leber fires off a shot despite the defensive efforts of West
Central’s Mitchell Brockhaus during boys varsity action in the VHS gym Tuesday. 

(Photo by David Lias)

By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

Their favorite spot on any basketball court – the free-
throw line – saved Vermillion's girls from their second
defeat of the season in Lennox last Friday.

The Orioles, who had lost in Vermillion just eight
days earlier, were a worthy foe this time, canning seven
three-point field goals to offset the trouble they had
against the Tanagers' defense inside. 

But Vermillion players were able to cash in on eight
of their first nine free-throw tries in the fourth quarter,
nine of 12 for the entire period and 12 of 17 for the
game, and the Tanagers came home with a 47-43 escape
and a sparkling 10-1 record.

The Tanagers took their 5-0 record in Big 8
Conference play to West Central last night (Thursday)
and go north again tonight (Friday) to Canton. They
will be home to face a huge test Tuesday as part of a
girls-boys doubleheader against Beresford and an
equally tough challenge next Friday at Sergeant Bluff-
Luton.

Lennox held leads of 14-8 after a quarter and 25-24
at halftime after the Tanagers had fought back from two
seven-point deficits during the second period on the
strength of a seven-point quarter from Kelly
Amundson, a three-pointer by Josie Huber and a steal
and layup by Blair Gilkyson to beat the buzzer.

Both teams suffered a long scoring drought in the
third quarter, and VHS squandered several chances to
take its first lead of the game. The game was tied at 30-
30 entering the fateful final stanza.

Amundson set the tone by swishing two free-throws
for Vermillion's first lead at 32-30. She sank a trey and
Mackenzie Huber added a free throw for a six-point
lead, but Kayla Plimpton, left uncontested twice,
converted two three-point shots to tie the game again.

A trey by Beth Szymonski and an old-fashioned
three-point play by Lexi Regnerus returned the lead to
four, but the seventh Lennox three-pointer made it a
one-point game with 2 1/2 minutes left.

Down the stretch Regnerus made both ends of a one-
and-one chance, and Amundson did the same thing to
make it 46-41. While the Tanagers appeared calm and
collected in the pressure of the final period, Lennox
committed its seventh turnover of the fourth quarter
and immediately fouled. This time the Tanagers missed
two free-throws, leaving the door ajar for the Orioles.

Lennox rallied to within 46-43, but Amundson saved
the day by making the second of two free throws with
:06.7 seconds remaining and restoring it to a two-
possession game. Vermillion got a steal in the closing
seconds to seal the deal.

Amundson led the Tanagers with 19 points, but six
others scored – Regnerus nine, Val Robinson six,
Szymonski five, Gilkyson four, Josie Huber three and
Mackenzie Huber one. Tara Kuper had 17 and Plimpton
12 for Lennox.

The Tanagers shot 53 percent from the field but got
off only 29 shots, but the free-throw accuracy and the
fact that these girls have "grown up" basketball-wise –
only one turnover in the fourth period compared to the
Orioles' seven – kept Vermillion on a roll.

Free throws key
to Lady Tanagers’
win over Lennox

Freshman Emily Grove tied the
school indoor pole vault record
and freshman Analisa Huschle
captured the long jump to lead the
South Dakota women’s track and
field team at the opening day of
the Jack Johnson Minnesota
Classic Friday in Minneapolis,
MN. The Coyote women are in

second place – trailing only
Minnesota – after five events
while the men are in fourth place
after the completion of just two
events.

Grove (Pontiac, IL) continued
her strong start to the indoor
season. She recorded a vault of
13-7 ¼ (4.15 meters) and was the

top collegiate finisher at the event.
She tied the record set by
teammate Bethany Buell (St.
Louis, MO) in 2011. Grove’s vault
is second in the Summit League
this season and is tied for
seventh-best in the nation.

Grove ties pole vault record, Huschle wins
long jump at Jack Johnson Minnesota Classic
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