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ELECTRIC SERVICE ELECTRIC SERVICE ELECTRIC SERVICE
 Design/Build • Fiber Cabling • Commercial • Residential

  Service Calls • Boom Truck with Auger • Trenching

 Serving the 
 Beresford and 

 Vermillion Areas

 “The Line To Power”

ONLINE ONLY UNRESERVED AUCTION
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
1st Lots close at 10:00 AM Central Time 

www.bigiron.com
NO BUYERS PREMIUM FEE & NO RESERVES!!

574 Lots Selling
4 Combines, 27 Tractors, 6 Semi Trucks, 8 Straight 
Trucks, 2 Dump Trucks, 4 Wheel Loaders, Forage 

Harvestor, 7 Grain Carts, 7 Manure Spreaders, 9 Planters, 
Tillage Equipment, Trailers, & much more!

The next BigIron.com auction is on January 16!!
Do you have equipment to sell?

Call your local rep today, 1-800-937-3558
BigIron.com is a division of Stock Auction Company

 •Cosmetic •Implants 
 •General Practice 
 •Single Visit Crowns 
 •Braces For Adults & Children 
 •Invisalign    �

 Dental Excellence for 
 Children & Adults

 HOURS :  Monda y  –  Friday, 8:3 0 – 5:30
 1 7 1 4 East Cherry Street, Vermillion 

   605.624.62 9 1

 WE BUY   CYCLES  AND  3 & 4 WHEELERS
 Call Peterson Cycle Salvage • 605-202-0899

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.

net

Since 1994, The PhD
Project has encouraged
African American, Latino

American and Native
American college students
across the United States to
enroll in Ph.D. programs.

This, in turn, will put
more professors of color at
the head of business

classes, which may help to
diversify corporate
America.

For close to a decade,
Amy Klemm Verbos, Ph.D.,
J.D., an assistant professor
of management at USD,

has been working with The
PhD Project to encourage
Native Americans and
others to consider
business-related academic
careers.

“It’s just a great
organization,” she said. “It’s
very well-run, very
professional.”

A member of the
Pokagon Band of the
Potawatomi Indians,
Verbos was asked by the
project itself to get
involved in 2003. She said
she attended her first
official conference the next
year.

“There’s a Chicago
conference that they have
every November, and at the
Chicago conference, they
pre-screen potential PhD
students, and then bring
them in,” she said. “There
are a number of sessions to
get them to understand
what the life of an
academic is like, what you
do as an academic, and to
give them a realistic
preview of what it would
be like to be a professor.”

Generally speaking, the
students who get involved
already have their master’s
degrees. 

After they sign on, the
become Doctoral Student
Members.

“The support is
fantastic,” Verbos said.
“When you graduate The
PhD Program, you become
a faculty member, and as a
faculty member, I have
presented three times.”

Verbos also has
presented to Native
American students in the
First-Year Experience class
for the past three years,
encouraging them to
consider a business major.

“I talk about what’s
going on in Indian
Country in respect to
economic development
and the exciting things that
are going on with
businesses that are owned
by tribes, how business
degrees can be beneficial to
the community because of
all of this new business
development that’s been
going on,” she said.

She also has made
similar presentations for
high school students.

According to The PhD
Project, there were only 12
Native Americans enrolled
in business doctoral
programs last year.

“(The program) has
been very successful with
African American and
Latino American
(students), less so with
Native Americans because
of the limited population,”
Verbos said. “There are just
a few of us around the
country, but one thing
that’s really great about
The PhD Project is, we
know each other from
working together, and
we’re doing a number of
research projects together.”

Verbos has collaborated
a number of times with
Deanna Kennedy, assistant
professor of operations

management at the
University of Washington
Bothell; Joseph Gladstone,
assistant professor of
public health management
of New Mexico State
University; and Dan
Stewart, associate professor
of management at
Gonzaga University.

“We’re trying now to set
something in the literature
so we know that in the
future, people can find that
literature and say, ‘I see
that there’s a good
connection between Native
American values and
business,’” she said.

Verbos said she’s glad
she became involved with
The PhD Project.

“There are always a few
students who are interested
(during my
presentations),” she said.
“This is a relatively small
population that we would
have in any given class, so a
few students is a good
start. That’s kind of how I
look at it.

“A few students is a
good start,” she said.

In addition to her
involvement with The PhD
Project, Verbos also serves
on her tribe’s economic
development board, the
Mno Bmadsen Board,
which conducts all the
non-gaming, for-profit
businesses for the Pokagon
Band. She has taught at
USD since 2009.

For more information
about The PhD Project,
visit www.phdproject.org/.

Verbos, PhD Project, strive to diversify corporate America

“Hope smiles from the
threshold of the year to come,
whispering 'it will be
happier'...” – British poet
Alfred Tennyson, 1809 -
1892 

Shrouded in promise and
mystery, the New Year struts
ahead of you, as a flirt with a
lilting stride, gleaming eyes
and all. Not quite yet
through, December has
rounded the bend; yet, you

are ready for the whole
month to be over. 

Dangling with a look of
delight, January boldly
grins. Winking right out in
the open for all to see, she
cranks open her frozen
canopy of hope, taunting –
this year will be better. 

Even though your legs
are tired, your muscles are
cramping, your head is
splitting and your heart
won’t stop aching, you break

into a sprint and run ahead.
Elbows bent, arms swinging,
reaching hard, you chase
tomorrow as though
airborne.

Although, in all honesty,
it’s not January you’re after.
Not really. It’s just that you
have to make it through
January to reach February
and then – on to March. 

Tapping your foot
impatiently, you check off
each day as it nears and then

departs, counting down to
when spring’s return, like a
proud and grand parade
high-stepping it down Main
Street: tubas and trombones
blaring, snare and bass
drums pounding, flutes and
piccolos whistling, trumpets
and clarinets tooting.

The month of March
will storm in from the
South, commanding the
heavens to flash and rumble.

End times? Not so fast
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