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 Girard Auction 
 & Land Brokers, Inc.
 (605) 267-2421
  Toll Free:  1-866-531-6186

 www.GirardAuction.com 
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INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Quality Workmanship, 
Reasonable Rates

Since 1983

CLINT TUCKER • 624-4621

PRECISION
PAINTING

A17407

 312 W. 3rd • Yankton • 665-9092
 Boston Shoes to Boots

 Available in brown & black

 Warm, 

 & Stain Resistant
 Waterproof 

Vermillion Area Chamber
of Commerce

& Development Company
116 Market Street, Suite

103
Vermillion, SD 57069

605-624-5571
vcdc@vermillioncham-

ber.com
www.vermillioncham-

ber.com

Chamber Business:
The Vermillion Area

Community Foundation
is accepting proposals for
projects to improve our
community. Forms for
submitting proposals by
groups or organizations
are available at the
Chamber of Commerce
office. While available
funds are limited we can
fully fund small one time
requests or partially fund

larger projects. Your
annual donations to our
foundation will provide
us with increasing funds
each year for worthwhile
projects.

Business After Hours:
Are you looking for an
opportunity to showcase
your business and
network with your peers?
Sign up to host a Business
After Hours event! These
events generally run from
5-7 p.m. on a weeknight
and the hosting business
provides hors d’oeuvres
and refreshments. If
interested, contact Ann at:
annb@vermillionchamber
.com or at 624-5571.

Announcements:
Are you interested in

an intern for your
business? USD students

are eager to gain real-
world work experience
with you. Internships can
be paid or unpaid and
students can gain college
credit for their experience
with you. If you are
interested in accepting
interns at your business,
please contact Carly at
Carly.Heard@usd.edu.

Sharing the Dream, 10
W. Main St., is having two
months of sales on
current inventory.
Beginning the week of
Jan. 14 all jewelry will be
25 percent off; the week
of Jan. 21 all scarves will
be 25 percent off; the
week of Jan. 28 all
purses/bags will be 25
percent off; week of Feb. 4
all kitchen/glass items will
be 25 percent off; week of
Feb. 11 all wood items

will be 25 percent off and
the week of Feb. 18 all
children’s items will be 25
percent off. Our products
are handmade by Mayan
artisans using many
traditional techniques.
Purchasing these products
not only provides work
for these artisans, but the
profits go to support
community development
projects in Guatemala.
www.sharingthedream.org 

Exhibition: “Picturing
Native: Photographs from
Edward Curtis, Horace
Poolaw and Zig Jackson”
at John A. Day Gallery
located in Warren M. Lee
Center for the Fine Arts
on USD campus. On
display through Jan. 29.

CHAMBER CHAT City reviewing size,
cost of proposed pool

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaint

alk.net

Members of the
Vermillion City Council
said they preferred a
smaller pool for the
proposed aquatic center
that may be constructed
at Prentis Park.

This was according to
an informal poll taken
after a presentation by
City Manager John
Prescott during an
educational session
Monday afternoon.

The present council
members said they
preferred a six-lane 25-
yard pool over a six-lane
50-meter pool for the
facility based on a
number of
considerations, including
costs, staff and space.

According to a
comparison sheet
provided to the members
of the council, the
construction cost for the
smaller pool would be
approximately $6.15
million, while the larger

would cost
approximately $6.95
million, a difference of
$800,000.

Annual total
operating costs for the
smaller pool would run
from $201,000-$336,000,
and $261,000-$436,000,
a difference ranging
from $60,000-$100,000.

In an interview
Tuesday, Prescott said
that some of the
operating expenses could
be offset by the revenue
generated by the
completed facility.

“The project
consultant feels that with
our market area as well
as some of the features
that we have, that some
additional individuals
will come to the pool
from outside the
community that typically
would not come to the
facility we have today,”
Prescott said. “So, we
would have an expanded
drawing area in terms of
potential patrons for the
pool.”

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plain

talk.net

It’s a big anniversary
for the Dakota Farm
Show, and exhibitors
say Tuesday may have
been their biggest
opening ever.

The 30th annual
show opened Tuesday at
the DakotaDome in
Vermillion and will be
open today
(Wednesday) from 9
a.m.-5 p.m. and
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4
p.m.

John Riles, president
of Midwest Shows Inc.,
producer of the show,
said he expects
approximately 25,000-
30,000 farmers to visit
the nearly 300
exhibitors.

“It’s been a
tremendous crowd,” he
said.

The exhibitors
agreed. Jason Diekevers,
precision ag specialist
with the Farmers Coop
Society, said his booth
had been visited by
approximately 100
people by the early
afternoon.

“It’s probably the
best first day we’ve
seen,” added Bill
Christensen, former
owner of Christensen
Well & Irrigation Inc. of
Hartington, NE.

Dallas Harkness, area
sales manager in South
Dakota for Curry Seed,
said there was a “huge
amount” of visitors that
tapered off as the day

went on.
“I would say we were

busier in the first hour
than we normally are.
We’ve had real good
results,” he said. “I
think tomorrow’s going
to be better yet, even.”

Riles said he may
know the reason.

“Things are really
good in agriculture
right now,” he said.
“Things are really as
good as they’re going to
get, I believe, and we’re
just hoping it’ll hold.
The price of corn and
all the commodities is
right up there.

“Things are good,
and farmers are doing
well,” he said. “I was a
farm kid when I grew
up. It’s always been a lot
of hard work, but
there’s just a little more
money in it today.”

Diekevers said the
Farmers Coop booth
has had the most
questions on autosteer
technology and planter
equipment.

“Those are the two
biggest drivers right
now,” he said. “I think
all the farmers are in
‘spring mode’ in their
head, or thinking for
next spring. ‘What do I
need to get ready? What
equipment do I want?
What do I want to
try?’”

Christensen said
higher commodity
prices have had positive
effects for multiple
areas of agriculture.

“The last 10 years
irrigation has been

pretty steady because of
the grain prices, and
higher land prices,” he
said. “People are
developing the land
they have, rather than
buying. It makes sense
if you can develop a
piece of ground for
$1,000-$1,500 an acre,
and land is $8,000-
$10,000 an acre.

“That’s what we’ve
been seeing the last 10
years, ever since the
commodity prices went
to where they should
be. Hopefully, they’ll
stay there,” he said.

At the same time,
lack of precipitation has
been an issue for many
ag producers.

“A lot of that is
hinging on what they’re
planting,” said
Harkness. “I even talked
to one of my customers
that was talking about
putting up an irrigation
system, and he does not

have irrigation now. It’s
interesting. There are a
lot of different things
going on.”

Riles said he has
been doing shows
throughout the
Midwest, and it seems
to be dry everywhere.

“I’m from Albert Lea,
MN, where they did get
enough rain and they
had good crops,” he
said. “But, it’s tough
and it’s spotty.

“We just came up
from Oklahoma …
doing a show in the
early part of December,
and it was dry out
there, but the turnout
was good and it seems
like the farmers are
doing OK there,” Riles
said. “For whatever that
reason is, I’m not
expert enough to
know.”

‘Tremendous crowd’ fills DakotaDome
Farm show attendees appear optimistic despite lingering drought

A farmer can never have too many tools. A number of them
gathered at this colorful display at the Dakota Farm Show
Tuesday, shopping for new wrenches to add to their tool
boxes. 

(Photo by David Lias)

 Jerry’s Service

 Fuel Storage Tanks Available
 560 Gallon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $720
 560 Gallon UL Approved . . . . . . $975
 1,000 Gallon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $975
 2,000 Gallon . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,850

 Contact us for fuel tank 
 containments, all sizes. 

 New Bulk Oil Storage Tanks
 85 Gallon Tanks - $250
 2 Place Stand - $250
 3 Place Stand - $350

 Serving Northeast Nebraska and Southeast South Dakota since 1980
 “WE WANT AND APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS” 

 505 N. Cedar • Hartington, NE • 402-254-6546 • 1-800-254-6546
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