
PIERRE – Gov. Dennis
Daugaard is currently
seeking applications for
two summer 2014
Governor’s Office
Internships in Pierre. The
positions will be paid and
run from May to
September 2014.

Governor’s Office
interns have the
opportunity to work at the
highest level of state
government, learning about
and preparing legislation to
be introduced in the next
legislative session.

Interns’ duties will
depend on interests and
strengths. Typical duties will
include aiding the governor’s
general counsel, conducting
policy research, preparing
policy briefings and staffing
the governor, lieutenant
governor and first lady.

The positions are open
to all undergraduate or
graduate-level students.
Preference will be given to
South Dakota residents
attending South Dakota

colleges or universities.
Students who are

interested in receiving
credit should also apply.
The governor’s staff is open
to working with individual
universities and professors
to secure credit for the
internship program.

Interested students
should submit a resume,
cover letter and two letters
of recommendation by
March 1, via e-mail, to
Patrick.Weber@state.sd.us.

For more information
on duties or logistics, visit
http://sd.gov/governor/In
ternship or contact
Patrick Weber at
Patrick.Weber@state.sd.us
or (605) 773-5999.

By Travis Gulbrandson
travis.gulbrandson@plaintalk.net

Is Edward Snowden, the former
National Security Administration
(NSA) contractor who stole
approximately 1.7 million top-
secret files and turned them over to
the media, a traitor or a hero?

Short answer: It’s complicated.
Snowden’s acts and their

potential repercussions, positive
and negative, were the topic of
discussion at an International
Forum held Monday afternoon in
Farber Hall on the USD campus.

“I think that the question some
of you should be thinking about is
whether Mr. Snowden has done us
a service in revealing information
that wouldn’t normally come into
the public domain, and if the
nature of this service mitigates his
unlawful conduct?” said Gregory
Huckabee, associate professor with
the Beacom School of Business.

In the past, cases such as
Watergate and the Pentagon Papers
brought about positive change via
the cooperation of whistle-blowers
and the national media, he said.

However, Huckabee added that
all of these cases need to be taken
on an individual basis, and that it is
too soon to know in the Snowden
case.

A big part of the issue revolves
around the sheer number of files
Snowden took, said Tom Martin,
former head of the USD ROTC
program. 

There’s so much information, it
can’t be sorted, he said.

“Just think of the volume of
information that we’re talking on
just the wiretaps,” Martin said.
“Put yourself on the 50-yard line
at the DakotaDome, and the
DakotaDome is filled to
maximum capacity with
spectators. You have all these
people in the crowd, and you’re
supposed to find one person
who’s holding up a pen from the
Beacom School of Business. Do
you think you’re going to find
that one person? They’re a literal
needle in a haystack.”

There is a responsibility on the
side of the journalists, as well, said
Tom Sorensen, associate dean of
the USD School of Law, and a
former journalist himself.

“There is a real balancing act
here,” Sorensen said. “What are the
consequences of what you do? Who
decides?”

Sorensen said most journalists
would tell you that they have made
no decision, they’re just reporting
the facts – even if that isn’t quite
the case.

“Too often, the media are in
the parade instead of covering
the parade,” he said. “There are
responsibilities on both sides, but
the law says this person is
charged and deserves a proper
hearing in the court of law.”

Martin said the entire case is a
matter of “the birds coming
home to roost.”

Before he came to USD in
2009, Martin was assigned to
major military operations that
sometimes required intelligence,
after 9-11 in particular.

With the increased need for
intelligence, more independent
contractors were used, such as
Booz Allen Hamilton, Snowden’s
former employer.

Because so many intelligence
workers are needed,
background checks are not
often as thorough as they
should be, Martin said.

“These people doing the
background checks are under
pressure,” he said. “They need to

meet quotas, they need to keep
producing. Do a few people slip
through the cracks? Sure. I don’t
think Mr. Snowden was one who
slipped through the cracks. 

“But, just to make you feel
really safe, just think of how easy
it is for someone to lie about
things and get into a position
where they have access to this
type of information if the really
wanted to do some damage, or
wanted to sell secrets?” he said.

Martin did add that – to his
knowledge – Snowden has not
sold any of the files he stole.

The panelists said the
Snowden case also raises
concerns about the role of the
NSA in national defense –
specifically whether the office is
overstepping its bounds.

“I think the Patriot Act got a
foot in the door that I wasn’t
comfortable with, even though I
value my safety and my security. I
also value my privacy,” Sorensen
said.

“I don’t really feel any safer
knowing that the NSAA is doing
this, because a lot of times people
forget there’s an enemy out
there,” Martin said. “Our enemy
happens to be al-Qaida right
now. The enemy is not stupid.
The enemy gets bugged. If you
think that al-Qaida operatives
that are currently in the United
States don’t think that their
telephone conversations might be
monitored, I’ve got a couple
bridges in different locations that
I can sell you. These people are
not stupid.”

While the overall damage
done by Snowden is “miniscule,”
Martin said, he has broken the
law.

“If you steal from a thief, are
you still a thief?” he asked. 

Huckabee compared
Snowden’s actions to those of I.
Lewis “Scooter” Libby, the
George W. Bush White House
official who “outed” then-CIA
operative Valerie Plame.

Because of Libby’s actions, other
CIA operatives were subsequently
killed after their cover was blown,
Huckabee said.

“Just as that leader did not care
about those CIA operatives’ lives,
Snowden does not care about the
lives of national security personnel,
military and civilian, he has
placed in harm’s way,” Huckabee
said. “When you balance the
freedom to know with the
freedom to live, I know which
one I favor more. We have laws
for just this purpose. 

“I hope Edward Snowden
enjoys his new life in Russia.
He sold his own country for his
self-appointed purposes, and
lives have been jeopardized. He
does not care about that, but
we do.”

The International Forum was
moderated by Benno Wymar and
sponsored by the Beacom School
of Business.

Douglas Wohler 
Douglas Lee Wohler, 59,

of Elk Point, passed away
on Jan. 20, 2014, at Mercy
Medical Center of Sioux
City, IA.

A visitation was held
from 6 to 7 p.m., with a
prayer service beginning at
7 p.m., on Thursday, Jan.
23, 2014, at the Kober
Funeral Home of Elk Point.

A funeral service was
held at 1 p.m. on Jan. 24,
2014, at the Kober Funeral
Home of Elk Point with
Rev. Erik Olson officiating. 

A committal ceremony
will be held at a later date. 

Douglas was born on
April 19, 1954, in Sioux
Falls, to Norman and Rheta
“Mickey” (Schmeyer)
Wohler.

He married the love of
his life, Tammy Spicer, on
Nov. 19, 1977, and the two
remained happily married
for 36 years.

Douglas worked as a
welder and was very skilled
at his trade. He spent time
working for both Aladdin

and Load
King.

In his free
time
Douglas had
a wide range
of hobbies
to keep him
busy. He
loved music

of all kinds, especially The
Beatles. He was a
dedicated sports fan who
cheered on the Dallas
Cowboys and watched
every NASCAR race he
could. He was a man who
found the lighter side of
every situation and loved
to laugh. When situations
were too serious he often
found his way out to his
woodworking shop. He
loved working with his
hands and was known to
take on woodworking
projects of all sorts.

Douglas is survived by
his wife, Tammy Wohler

of Elk Point; his children,
Robert (Miranda) Wohler
of Vermillion, and Amy
(James) Koeppe of Elk
Point; his parents,
Norman and Mickey
(Schmeyer) Wohler of
Sioux Falls; his aunt,
Cheryl (Mac) McElroy of
Sioux Falls; and his
grandchildren, Austin
Hand, Chance Koeppe,
Alexander Wohler and
Christopher Wohler. 

He was preceded in
death by his brother, Lorin
Wohler; his son, Marcus
Wohler; and his
granddaughter, Payton
Hand. 

Services were entrusted
to the Kober Funeral Home
of Elk Point. 

Condolences may be
posted online at
www.koberfuneralhome.co
m.
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David L. Vlach, MD

Psychiatrist David L. Vlach, MD, 
specializes in:

Adult Psychiatry
• Medication Management
• Counseling

Bringing You 

Serving the communities 
of southeast South Dakota 
and northeast Nebraska with 
exceptional mental health care.

PEACE

To schedule your appointment, call 605-655-1240.

Our Commitment Is  
To Keep You Active.

O R T H O P E D I C  I N S T I T U T E

Outreach Clinics

Orthopedic Institute • Yankton • 605-665-0077
Rural Medical Clinic • Freeman • 888-331-5890

Yankton 
Dr. Mitchell Johnson  January 28
Dr. Suga January 3 
Dr. Watson January 21 
Dr. Dan Johnson Every Mon, Wed and Thur

Freeman 
Dr. Watson  January 21
Please call to schedule an appointment.

www.orthopedicinstitutesf.com

No physician referral is needed  
unless required by your insurance.

Yankton Dr. Dan Johnson  Every Mon., Wed. & Thurs.
 Dr. Mitch Johnson   February 11, 25
 Dr. Suga February 7
 Dr. Watson February 18

Freeman Dr. Watson February 18

Please call to schedule an appointment.

 Y ANKTON  M ONUMENT  C O .
 Family
     Memorials

 by Gibson

 325 Douglas Ave. • Yankton • 664-0980
 www.gibsonmomuments.com • 1-800-658-2294

 Amber
 Larson

 610-6992

Please Recycle!
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Tom Martin, former head of the USD ROTC program, Tom Sorensen, associate dean of the USD School of Law, and Gregory Huckabee, associate pro-
fessor with the Beacom School of Business participate in Monday’s International Forum on the USD campus. 
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