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We have two cats
that bask in my
daughter’s adoration.
Unfortunately my old-
est son is allergic to
cats, so they bask out-
doors.

The cat’s dishes are
on my back deck in a
hopeless attempt to
feed the cats… my
cats… and nothing but
my cats… so help me
God.

God’s other crea-
tures have other ideas,
however.  Every night
opossums, raccoons,
neighbor dogs, and
other riff raff come to
our back deck to feast
from our cat food buf-
fet.  Every night we
chase them away.

I wouldn’t mind
feeding the entire
block’s army of wood-
land and domesticated

animals, but what
have they ever done
for me?

At least my cats
will occasionally catch
a mole digging up my
yard and let my
daughter smother
them with her hugs.
Of course, they proba-
bly catch moles only
because the line is too
long at their food dish.
I’m fairly certain that
their catching moles is
not due as much to
their undying grati-
tude as is it to the fact
that they like to play
with things that
move… or twitch.

The other day, my
daughter interrupted
my cat’s soon-to-be
death pounce when
she spotted a baby
opossum.  He was no
more than 6” long; just

the right size for a
mid-afternoon snack.
The opossum was so
tiny, it really should
have been with its
mother.  Because opos-
sum are nocturnal, it
certainly shouldn’t
have been wandering
around at 1:00 in the
afternoon acting like
cat bait.

When animals don’t
behave normally, you
have to suspect rabies.
So, we watched the
baby opossum for a
time to see if it showed
signs of the disease.
Occasionally, we had
to shoo away our en-
thusiastic cat.

The little orphan
didn’t seem scared of
us, probably because it
was unlikely that he’d
ever seen a human.
Human generally do

not wander around
our backyard after
midnight, and if the
tiny opposum’s mother
was any kind of mom,
she would not have al-
lowed her kid to stay
up past six in the
morning.

The witless crea-
ture eventually
climbed into a low
shrub and decided to

take a nap right there.
It was exhausted.  My
cat would have no
trouble reaching it at
that height.  My
daughter and I knew
that if we left, that lit-
tle guy was toast.  We
were concerned, as
well, that it was not
old enough to feed it-
self.

We weren’t sure ex-
actly what opossum
ate, but we knew they
ate cat food.  We put
some in a little dish
and placed it near the
baby opossum’s perch.
We thought that if it
ate the cat food, it
probably could take
care of itself.

About that time, my
husband wandered
around the corner of
the house.  He
crouched down beside

us to see what we
were looking at.  Spy-
ing the opossum and
the little dish of food,
he said, “You’re start-
ing young, I see.”

“What do you
mean?”

“Training,” he said.
“Training what?”

“You’re training
that animal to raid
our cat’s food.  No
wonder the cat wants
to eat it.” 

Laura Snyder is a nationally
syndicated columnist, author &
speaker.  You can reach Laura at
lsnyder@lauraonlife.com Or visit
her website www.lauraonlife.com
for more info. 
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 110 Dakota St.
 Wakonda, SD

 Recently remodeled, 
 2-bedroom, 1-bath 

 w/ unattached 1-car 
 garage.  Close to school, 

 very nice.  Asking $82,500

 #6 Ohio St.
 Wakonda, SD

 3-Bedrooms, hardwood 
 floors, wrap-around 

 porch & more.  
 Reduced to $49,000

 10-Acre Acreage 
 w/ 1 1/2-story 

 Home near Volin
 1/2-mile East of Volin on 
 Bluff Road.  4-bedrooms, 

 Barn & outbuildings.  
 Asking $110,000

 312 Ohio St.
 Wakonda, SD

 4-Bedrooms, 1 1/2-baths, 
 beautiful woodwork on 

 large corner lot.  All 
 appliances & ready to 

 move into.  Price Reduced 
 to $100,000

 210 Kansas St. 
 Wakonda, SD

 3-Bedrooms, 1 bath , 
 sitting on 3 lots with 
 double car garage.  

 Priced to sell at $50,000

 Affordable Homes for Sale in 
 Southeastern South Dakota!
 Buy in a Small Town 

 and Save Thousands!

 To view any of these properties, please call our office 
 at (605) 267-2421 or Toll Free: 1-866-531-6186.

Tell them
you saw it

in the
Broadcaster!

Vermillion, SD

624-4429

1815 Miscellaneous
Reach over 28 million

homes 
with one ad buy! Only

$2,795
per week! For more informa-
tiion, contact this publication

or 
go to

www.naninetwork.com
nani

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE FOR CASH!!! Our 
Guaranteed Services will 
Sell/Rent Your Unused Time-
share for CASH! Over $95 Mil-
lion Dollars offered in 2010! 
www.buyatimeshare.com
Call 888-879-8612. nani

STEEL BUILDING FOR SALE: 
Pre- engineered buildings 
summer sale. All steel, all 
sizes and shapes. Mini stor-
age, industrial, agricultural. 
Call for a free quote. 
1-800-279-4300 or www.eldo-
radobui ld ingsystems.com 
(MCN)

STEEL CULVERTS FOR
SALE: New, All sizes. 
(605)661-5050 or 
(605)387-5660. Ulmer Farm 
Service, Menno, SD.

1840 Lost and Found
Found Car Keys: A set of 
car keys w/keyless entry 
found at 108 Elm St. in Ver-
million.  Looks like they go 
to a Chevy vehicle.  Also at-
tached are 4 other keys that 
look to be house keys.  
Please call the Broadcaster 
at (605)624-4429 if these are 
yours.  Or you can stop by 
our office at 201 W. Cherry 
St. Vermillion.

1850 Agriculture
WE HAVE SEVERAL CREW 
OF BEAN WALKERS. We 
also do any farm work includ-
ing cutting Canadian thistles. 
We have 19 years experi-
ence. We can go a 100 miles 
radius of Vermillion/Yankton. 
For more information call 
(712)943-2084.

1870 Ag Equipment
Buying older farm equipment 
and clean up farms for iron. 
Paying top dollar. 
(402)750-4309.

MANTIS TILLER. Buy DI-
RECT from Mantis and we’ll in-
clude Border Edger attachment 
& kickstand! Lightweight, Pow-
erful! Call for a FREE DVD and 
Information Kit 888-443-6671 
(MCN)

1870 Ag Equipment
One M Farmall for sale. Good 
shape. Call (605)664-1723 or 
(605)660-0637.

Wanted To Buy: JD 7720, 
6620, 6600, 4420, 4400 com-
bines; Also flexheads & corn-
heads, (402)920-2125.

1875 Livestock - Poultry
2YR OLD RED ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE. Power 
and growth, heifer bulls. Scott 
Wagner, (605)670-1481 Elk 
Point, S.D. 
www.WagnerRedAngus.com

Call Classifieds

624-4429


