
By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

Vermillion's Post 1 baseball
team rides the momentum of an
eight-game winning streak and a
Region 3 championship into the
state American Legion Class "B"
tournament at Milbank starting
today.

When Post 1 came home from
a Rapid City tournament on July 3
having sustained eight losses in
their past 10 games, their record
had fallen to 13-13 with all but one
of those 13 defeats coming at the
hands of Class "A" teams.  But
since then, Vermillion has returned
to form, completing a 3-0 sweep
through the Region 3 tourney at
Lennox last weekend with a 20-4
thumping of the host team in the
championship contest.

Vermillion plays Corsica at
about 12:30 p.m. today in its state
tourney opener.  On the second
day of the double-elimination meet
Saturday, Vermillion will face
Groton or Milbank, either in a
losers' bracket game at 12:30 p.m.
or a championship bracket game at
7:30.

After that the brackets cross,
and play continues till a state
champ is determined in one or two
final games Tuesday.

This is the fifth state tourney
trip in the 12-year tenure of Coach
Jason Gault.  Post 1 placed third in
2001, finished seventh in 2003 and
2007 and won the state crown in
2009.

POST 1 - 5, LENNOX 1
Vermillion, which had

destroyed Lennox 28-1 on the
same field earlier in the season, got
a quick reminder in the regional
opener Thursday that tournament
time is a whole new ballgame.

In a game played in energy-
sucking afternoon heat, Post 1
pitchers twice in the sixth inning---
and three more times in the
seventh---faced the potential tying
run at the plate.  And in all of those
at-bats, reliever Nate Garrett did
his job, preserving Vermillion's
lead and keeping Post 1 from the
dreaded losers' bracket where
pitching staffs go to die.

Collin Bertram was brought in
with one out in the eighth, wiggled
out of a jam and polished off five
Lennox batters in a row to end the
game triumphantly.

Post 1 starter Nile Morecraft
was brilliant.  At one stretch he had
struck out seven of the first Lennox
batters.  Through four innings he

had allowed no hits while walking
two.  He and his team had 1 4-0
lead as Lennox came to bat in the
bottom of the fifth.

With one out and a Lennox
man on second base, Jake Rischel's
grounder was fielded by Tanner
Anderson at third base.  Seeing the
runner had strayed a bit too far off
second, he fired to second-
baseman Stormy Mirtz, who
applied the tag to erase the lead
runner.  It was a huge play because
the next batter, Derrick Olson,
doubled up the gap.  With runners
at the corners, Morecraft coaxed a
grounder to Mirtz to end the threat
and keep the lead at 4-0.

Meanwhile, on offense Post 1
had taken a 2-0 lead in the second
on a leadoff walk to Anderson and
Mirtz's beating hit with a pitch.  A
walk to Tanner Settles loaded the
bases, and Anderson scored on a
wild pitch.  On the tail end of a
delayed steal, Mirtz scored when
the Lennox catcher couldn't handle
the ball on a close play at the plate.

Bertram's leadoff single in the
third led to a 3-0 lead.  He was
sacrificed to second by Caleb
Miller and scored on Chayse
Meierkort's double to the fence.

Anderson led off the fourth
with a single, advanced on a Mirtz
single and a stolen base and scored
on Jayce Huska's ground-out to the
first baseman.

Things began to get scary in the
bottom of the sixth when the first
three Lennox batters reached base
on a single and two walks.
Morecraft gave way to Garrett,
whose first batter lofted a fly to left.
It scored the only Lennox run of
the game.  Then came one of the
contest's turning points, a beautiful
Settles-to-Mirtz-to-Miller double
play to end the inning with the
tying run again at the plate.

More tension awaited in the
seventh!  A single and a double put
Lennox men in scoring position,
but the next three batters, each of
them representing the tying run,
were all gunned down by Garrett
on a strikeout, a grounder to Miller
at first, and a grounder to Mirtz at
second.

Post 1 picked up a crucial
insurance run in the eighth when
Garrett led off with a walk, moved
to second on Bertram's grounder,
went to third on a pair of walks
and scored on a wild pitch.

Garrett, with one out in the
eighth, gave up a pair of singles and
gave way to Bertram.  He
immediately struck out the first
Lennox man he faced and ended

the inning with a fly ball which Joe
Mazour brought down in right
field.  In the ninth Bertram fielded
the first batter's ground ball
himself, then got two more infield
grounders fielded by Settles and
Mirtz to end the game.

Bertram had three of Post 1's
eight hits, and Anderson had two.

POST 1 - 11, BERESFORD
0

It was Beresford which had
eliminated Post 1 from Legion play
in 2010 and 2011.  While Friday's
second-round win didn't erase that
fact, a satisfying 11-0 seven-inning
reversal of that result sent
Vermillion into the championship
game.

Chayse Meierkort and Collin
Bertram crushed no-doubt home
runs to highlight a 15-hit attack,
and Bertram pitched another gem.
Yet two of Vermillion's most
crucial basehits didn't go more
than 15 feet from home plate, and
Beresford learned that, if you make
a mistake against Post 1, chances
are you will pay the price.

Vermillion stranded four men
on base in the first three innings.
Meanwhile, Bertram struck out the
first eight Beresford batters.  At
that point a double, a single and a
walk loaded the bases for
Beresford, but Bertram escaped
with an inning-ending pop fly to
second base.  Those two hits would
prove to be the only hits Bertram
allowed all day.

Jayce Huska's one-out walk in
the top of the fourth ignited the
game-winning rally.  Tanner Settles
hit a chopper that bounced high off
the bone-dry infield less than
halfway to the pitcher's mound.
When it came down, pitcher Ethan
Sorensen had to hurry his throw to
first base.  The ball hit Settles in the
back as he reached first base,
sending him to second and Huska
around to third.

Nile Morecraft sliced a clean
basehit to left field, scoring both
runners, and when the left-fielder
let the ball roll through him,
Morecraft went to second.  Nate
Garrett's single scored him, and
Caleb Miller's hit scored Garrett
for a 4-0 lead.

Garrett started a five-run sixth
that put the game out of
Beresford's reach with a single and
a stolen base.  A pair of Sorensen
wild pitches scored Garrett, and
Bertram walked.  Miller's bunt
hugged the first-base chalk line,
and Beresford had no choice but to
hope it would roll foul.  Instead the

ball died rolled dead on the chalk
20 feet from home plate.

With Bertram and Meierkort
aboard, Meierkort launched his
mortar shell over the left-field
fence, lifting Post 1 to an 8-0 lead
and ending Sorensen's pitching
day.  Reliever Logan Hunter
immediately allowed a basehit to
Tanner Anderson.  He stole
second, then distracted Hunter
into a balk that advanced T.A. to
third.  From there he scored on
Huska's RBI single.

Meanwhile, Beresford managed
only one base runner against
Bertram in the fifth and two more
in the sixth---one on Bertram's
only walk of the game and the
other on a fielder's choice.  They
were sandwiched between two
more strikeouts---Bertram
finished with 11 K's for the day.

The crowning touch on Post 1's
victory came in the top of the
seventh when Garrett again started
things, this time with a walk, and
Bertram sent a home run ball over
the right-field wall into the
adjacent ballpark.  In the bottom of
the seventh he retired Beresford in
order to end the game.

Among Vermillion's 15 hits,
Bertram and Miller had three each.
Anderson, Huska, Morecraft and
Garrett had two hits apiece.

POST 1 - 20, LENNOX 4
The lopsided nature of the final

score belies the fact that the
championship game Saturday
night was up for grabs through five
innings.  Lennox, playing its fifth
game in three days, rallied from 4-
0 to make it 4-2 and from 6-2 to
make it 6-4 before Vermillion took
charge.

Strong pitching, clutch hitting
and strong defense paved the way
to the title, and so did the ability of
Post 1 table-setters to ignite rallies
with their patience at the plate.

Starter Garrett contained
Lennox through five innings with
four runs, seven hits, five strikeouts
and three walks.  Meanwhile, he
and his teammates pecked away at
Lennox's ever-weakening pitching
staff two runs at a time.

A wild pitch and Anderson's
grounder scored a pair in the first.
Hits by Huska and Settles, an error
at shortstop on Morecraft's
grounder and Garrett's sacrifice
produced two more in the third.  A
sacrifice fly by Mirtz and another
error at shortstop brought home
two runs in the fifth.

But Lennox was still within 6-4
when Post 1 came to the plate in

the game-changing top of the sixth.
With two out Miller and Meierkort
worked their way on base with
walks against second Lennox
pitcher Dusty Javers.  Reliever
Andy Becker was greeted by
Anderson with the first of
successive clutch hits with men in
scoring position.  He drove the ball
up the gap to the right-center
fence, making it 8-4.

Morecraft took the mound, and
Lennox would not score again as
the tall reliever shut down Post 174
through the final four innings
without a run, only one hit and six
strikeouts.

Meanwhile, knowing one never
has enough runs, Post 1 did its job
in the seventh, and again it was
after two were out.  Garrett,
Bertram and Miller in succession
each came through with a run-
scoring clutch basehit as
Vermillion pushed its lead to 11-4.

Becker was all Lennox had left
after its run through the losers'
bracket, and by the final two
innings he had nothing left
himself.  Post 1 got an eighth-
inning run on an infield out off
Morecraft's bat.  In the ninth the
roof caved in on Lennox.
Anderson cleared the bases with a
three-run triple, giving him six
RBIs for the game.  At that point
the Lennox defense lost its focus,
committing five infield errors
before the eight-run, three-hit
inning ended.

Garrett had three of Post 1's 14
hits and drove in three runs.
Bertram, Miller, Meierkort and
Anderson had two hits each.  Just
as important was the work done by
Post 1's leadoff men.  Bertram and
Huska twice led off scoring
innings, once each with a walk and
once each with a single.  Miller
twice earned walks that led to big
innings.

Vermillion's small-ball strategy
excelled, too.  Miller, Garrett,
Anderson and Settles all
successfully laid down sacrifice
bunts, and two other Post 1 bunts
went for basehits.

The defense up the middle was
solid as well with Settles at
shortstop and Mirtz at second
handling five chances.  None was
more important than in the fifth
right after Lennox had put its first
two men on base.  A 4-6-3 double
play scored a run but killed the best
Lennox scoring chance.  After that,
it was all over.

06 Vermillion Plain Talk July 27, 2012 www.plaintalk.net

 B-Y Water District 
 Water Treatment Operator/

 Distribution System Operator
 Position Overview:  This full-time position is responsible for operating and maintaining 
 all water treatment equipment. The applicant will also perform testing and chemical 
 adjustments, maintain records and make adjustments to water treatment processes to 
 ensure the quality of water. The position will also require that the candidate be capable 
 of maintaining electrical and mechanical equipment which measure, control and 
 regulate water flows, pressures and levels. Experience in the coordination, supervision, 
 installation and repair of the distribution system is desirable. The applicant should able 
 to read blueprint diagrams, technical manuals and wiring schematics. The candidate will 
 be required to work varying shifts, overtime, rotating weekends and holidays. The 
 applicant must be dependable, courteous, possess a mechanical and electrical ability. 
 Salary will be commensurate with experience and qualifications. Excellent benefits 
 package, including health insurance, life insurance, dental and vision plans, SDRS 
 pension, 457 plan, paid sick leave and vacation.
 To apply for this position:  Submit a cover letter, resume, professional references list 
 and completed application including salary history to the address below. An application 
 is available by calling (605) 463-2531. 

 B-Y Water is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 Submit to:
 B-Y Water District
 Attn: General Manager
 PO Box 248, Tabor, SD 57063

 Deadline to apply is 
 Friday, August 3, 2012

iHELP is an affordable student loan program sponsored and funded by your local Indepen-
dent Community Bank - Main Street, not Wall Street! We provide students loans that fill the 
‘gap’ in their education fund.

www.ihelploan.com
800-645-7404

Joe Snyder -  
$1,000 Scholarship recipient
Pierre, SD
T.F. Riggs High School
Major: Business
School: University of South Dakota, 
Vermillion

Congratulations  
to Joe Snyder as a 2012 
iHELP Scholarship  
Recipient

Going To College?
Planning Your Career?

Need Help?
College Planning:

Career Planning:

-

Still Need Money For 
College? We Can Help.

®

 325 S. University, Vermillion, SD
 This spacious home has a prime location being 
 close to the elementary school, University 
 campus, City pool, parks and bike path.  A 
 wonderful place for children to grow up! 
 Bedrooms: 3 (master bedroom w/walk-in shower 
 and deck/Jacuzzi entrance); Baths: 2 full; main 
 level laundry; Floors: 1.5; front covered open 
 porch; Square footage: 1947; Lot size: 1.5. 

 Amenities:  Handicap accessible; beautiful gas fireplace w/remote; central heating (95% efficient);  central air (13 Ser); 
 energy efficient on demand water heater; carpeted, wood & tile floors; ceiling fans in most rooms; R ainbird sprinkler 
 system; utility shed; attached garage (ac/& heated; floor drain; automatic door opener & running wat er). Upgrades: 
 remodeled living room & dining room; kitchen floor; refinished wood floors; new wiring throughout. F ully furnished 
 optional: Less than 2 year old appliances and furnishings; Jacuzzi.

 HOME FOR SALE

 BEST OFFER For inquiries contact Tim Hannahs at 
 (605) 670-2030 or (605) 670-3157

BLUFFS 
BULLETIN
MEN’S SENIOR GOLF 

FUN LEAGUE
The team of Alan Clem,

Andrew Clem, Bob Lund and
Cleland Cook defeated the team
of Rex Huska, Gary Prasek, Ken
Beringer and Ray Lynn.

On #8, the first hole of the
match, Alan Clem made a hole-
in-one. That shot and a 41-foot
birdie putt on #6, made by
Alan’s son Andrew, led to the
victory. The winning team shot
a 32 and the other team shot a
36.

The team of Max Anderson,
Elmer Mount and Jim Reed won
by two holes over the team of
Turk Pilker, Shorty Hanson and
Vern Holter.

Ross King, Dick Burbach and
Louie Fostvedt defeated the
team of Bob Solomon, Sid Davis
and Guy Button by two holes.
Dick Burbach made a 37-foot
birdie putt on #6.

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
LADIES LEAGUE

July 11
There was no Rally for the

Cure Tournament due to lack of
numbers and enthusiasm. This
did not stop eight ladies that
had their own pink ball game
last Wednesday afternoon.
Thanks for the fun and prizes!

July 18
HOT, HOT, HOT night for

WELL. The weather did not
slow down Kathy Merrigan-
Manning who got a birdie on
#12 along with the longest putt
on the same hole. Judy Barta
was also the lucky winner for
the night. Along with a birdie
on #12 also, she won the 50/50
pot. Lucky Ladies!  Low
individual gross was a 44 shot
by Susan Oberle and Jane Uhl
was close behind with a 45. Low
individual net was a 33 by Barb
Ballensky and Susan Oberle was
a close second with a 34. Nice
job ladies. I hope the heat
breaks soon but I don’t think it
will keep the WELL crew off the
course!

Post 1 begins Class ‘B’ tourney action

University of South Dakota
head men’s golf coach Nick
Hovden announced Thursday
that Samuel Matthew has
transferred to South Dakota
from the University of North
Dakota. Matthew will be eligible
to play right away for the
Coyotes this fall as a
sophomore. 

Matthew, a native of
Roseville, MN, completed his
freshman season at UND this
past year. While there, Matthew
made an instant impact on the
team as he finished tied for 10th
at the America Sky Conference
Championship finishing with a
54-hole score of 230 (76 – 76 –
78), earning him second team
all-conference honors.

Coyote men’s golf
adds N.D. transfer


