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heard of it (the musical),
but we got the movie
from the library and
watched that, and we kind
of got a basic idea. After
learning more about the
musical, I knew I wanted
to try out for Oliver.”

Director Callie Hisek
discovered during
auditions that Ella
possesses all of the qualities
needed to successfully
portray the orphan boy.

“I was looking for
someone who could be
both outgoing and shy at
the same time, because
Oliver has to play both of
those,” she said. “It was
really important when I
was looking at all of the
kids that were
auditioning, to find
someone who would have
the strength and the
maturity, because this is
not an easy show for a
child. 

“I was looking for
someone who has not only
all the different facets of
Oliver, but also someone
who has the talent that Ella
has,” Callie said. “I knew
that she has been in a lot of
shows, and I knew that she
would be mature enough to
handle it, so I took all of
that into consideration as
well.”

Ella’s petite size, as well
as her talent and past
theatre experience, all
combined to help her land
the lead role.

“Oliver has be to
underfed, Oliver has to
appear a little weak – you
have to think about the size
(of the actor) and what
they have to offer,” Callie
said. “Ella shows all of
those qualities, and it was
nice to hear her and see
her.

“Anthony (Burbach,
the musical director) and
I had faith that she would
be able to sing the parts,
and Katherine (Reimler,
the choreographer) knew
that she would be able to
pick up the dance steps.

She’s a perfect fit,” Callie
said. 

“Everyone has been
working hard,” Ella said.
“There’s a lot of lines to
memorize, but I’ve got
those down.” 

“Things are falling into
place. It can be really hard
because we do a lot of
stuff piecemeal. We jump
around a lot in rehearsal,
so sometimes it gets a
little scary and
frustrating, but we had
our first run-through last
week,” Callie said.
“Things are looking
pretty good. I think we’re
in a good spot heading
into Tech Week.”

That’s the term Callie
uses to describe how more
and more aspects of the
musical are scheduled to
fall into place beginning
next week.

“Tech Week is when we
start adding all the lights
and sounds and costumes
and hair,” she said. “Up to
this point, we’re
rehearsing with some of
the props, we have some
of the scenery and
eventually we’re going to
get all of it. Tech Week is
when we start putting
everything together.” 

This summer’s
experience, Ella said, isn’t
all that unique when
compared to her past
theatrical experiences. She
doesn’t view her role as
being more significant than
that of the musical’s
supporting cast.

“It’s not quite the same,
yeah, but it’s not really that
big of a difference to me,”
she said. “It’s just a lot of
fun, especially because it’s
summer, and you get to
hang out with all of your
friends.”

Her decision to audition
for “Oliver!” came easily.
All she had to do was recall
the great time she had
participating in the
Vermillion Community
Theatre’s 2013 summer
musical. 

“I just remember that in
the last year, it was a lot of
work but it also was a lot of
fun, and it was worth
coming back,” Ella said.
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During this week’s
scheduled Yankton College
2014 All-Class Reunion,
alumni will return to
Yankton, from all parts of
the nation to revisit
memories and friendships
from their school days at
Yankton College and honor
deserving alumni and
friends for their career and
college achievements. 

The Yankton College
Alumni Advisory Board
will bestow several awards
during the Saturday
evening Decade Social,
July 19 at Minerva’s. Two
Alumni Achievement
Awards will be presented
to YC graduates, Marilyn
(Tunberg ’57) Nyberg
from Yankton and
Howard Waldron ‘75
from Taunton, MA for
their outstanding
contributions in their
chosen field of endeavor;
two Alumni Service
Awards will be presented
to Carol (Kasulka ’62)
Boos, Tuscon, AZ and
Robert Titus ’49 from
Yankton for their
significant service and
contributions to Yankton
College and Michael
Marek, Vermillion, will
receive the Pro Causa
Award for a significant
contribution to Yankton
College by a non-alum.

Two Yankton College
alumni will be inducted
into the Humanities Hall of
Honor during a noon
luncheon, Saturday, July 19
at Minerva’s. For their
commitment to excellence
and to the ideals of Yankton
College, the Humanities
Hall of Honor will induct
Joan (Bunnell ’57)
Neubauer, Yankton, and
James Wendell ‘62
posthumously.

The following alumni
will be inducted into the
Yankton College Hall of
Fame during a luncheon,
also scheduled, Saturday,

July 19 at Minerva’s, for
their outstanding athletic
college and career
achievements: Bill Spears
‘65, Cherokee, IA, Mark
Herman ’71, Dassel, MN,
Ray “Chip” Salvestrini
‘75, Ridgefield, CT, Lee
Shepherd ’77, Rapid City,
Darryl James ’84, Bronx,
NY and posthumously to
David Armstead ’66 and
Amanda Clement ’10.
Don “Murdo” Edwards
’74, YC alum from
Yankton, will be named
“Mr. Greyhound” for his
involvement in YC
athletics and loyalty to
Yankton College in
numerous ways. 

On Friday, July 18, at
Murdo’s Atens Resort, the
following 2014
Greyhound Greats will be
recognized for their
athletic abilities during
their college years at YC:
Russ Weller ’63 and Gerry
Ebel ’75, Yankton; Rick
Evans ’75, Garden City,
KS; Ernie Ferency ’70,
Boynton Beach, FL;
Darryl James ‘84, Bronx,
NY; Bob Maffei ’77,
Trumbull, CT; Gerald
Geditz ’65, Mansfield, SD,
John Siwicki ’72, Elk
Grove Village, IL and
Frank Niglio ’71, Mount
Carmel, PA. Members
from the 1966 Greyhound
Football Team and the
1966 Cross-Country Team
will be recognized for
their championship
successes.

From 1881 to 1984,
Yankton College provided
thousands of students with
a liberal arts education.
Yankton College alumni are
recognized during the All-
Class Reunions held every
two years. 

For more information
on the 2014 All-Class
Reunion, contact the
Yankton College office at
(605) 665-3661 or visit
www.yanktoncollege.org. 

Yankton College
to honor alumni

at reunion


