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Dear Dave,
My husband and I

can’t agree on how we
should handle the child
support payments I re-
ceive. He thinks it
should be put in the
pool with our house-
hold budget money, but
right now I keep it in a
separate account.
Who’s right?

Leslie

Dear Leslie,
I’m sorry, but in my

opinion you’re wrong
on this one. My guess is
you got burned in the
past somehow when it
comes to relationships
and finances. If this is
the case, I don’t blame
you for having your
momma bear claws out,
because these feelings
probably come from a
desire to protect your
kids. But if your hus-
band is a good guy and
is willing to raise and
treat these kids like
they are his own, then
the money should go
into the pile where it

helps take care of the
kids and the family.

I’d advise having it
right at the top of the
budget, along with the
rest of your household
income. Your job as par-
ents is to be a blessing
to your kids, and that
means feeding them,
clothing them, educat-
ing them, and provid-
ing shelter for them. As
long as these things are
happening, and we’re
talking about a func-
tional, loving marriage,
then all the money
should be combined
and be part of the fam-
ily. If this isn’t happen-
ing, then you’ve got
issues other than just
money issues.

If you’ve been
through what I think
you have, then it’s okay,
too, for you to keep an
eye on things and make
sure your kids—and
the money—are treated
and cared for appropri-
ately. Money is impor-
tant, but I’m more
concerned about your

marriage. A healthy,
loving relationship is
one of the best gifts a
couple can give to their
kids.

—Dave 

Why only a 
15-year mortgage?

Dear Dave,
Why do you only rec-

ommend 15-year mort-
gages?

Nikki

Dear Nikki,
I recommend 15-year

mortgages, and never
more than that, be-
cause the normaliza-
tion of the 30-year
mortgage has helped
created a constant
state of financial
bondage for the middle
class. It’s caused aver-
age, everyday people to
lose hope of ever paying
off their homes and be-
ing totally debt-free.

I understand that it
costs a little more per
month when you have a
15-year house note in-
stead of a 20- or 30-
year mortgage. But
really, it’s just a few
dollars more—like 20
percent more than

you’d pay on a tradi-
tional 30-year mort-
gage. Plus, it gets you
out of debt at least 15
years earlier!

Think about this,
too. Did you know that
people who take out 15-
year home loans have a
higher probability of
paying them off early?
It’s true. It’s because
they know from the
start that they’re not
going to have a house
payment hanging over
their heads for the rest
of their lives. They can
see light at the end of
the tunnel right from
the start.

Broke people ask
questions like how
much down and how
much per month. Rich
people, or people with a
plan who are going to
be rich one day, ask
how much or what’s the
total price!

—Dave

* For more financial
help, please visit daver-
amsey.com. 
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 USD will be accepting Sealed Bids for 
 surplus cabinets, refrigerators, stoves and 
 other miscellaneous items. All items are 
 located at the Cypress/Redwood Housing 
 Complex at  434/500 North Pine St. Items 
 may be viewed on Wednesday, June 15 
 from 9:00–4:00. Sealed bids must be 
 received by Noon, June 17, 2011.  Successful 
 bidders will have until June 24, 2011 to pick 
 up the items. For additional information 
 please call 605-677-5669.

 USD reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

 • Tree Trimming• Removals/Transplanting
 •Evergreen Shade & Ornamental 

 Trees For Sale

 Kyle & Kent Hochstein  (402) 254-6710

 Serving SE South Dakota & NE Nebraska for 17 years

 Hartington Tree Service

 www.hartingtontree.com

Call Classifieds

624-4429

1101 Announcements -
Events

Unitarian Universalist "The
Uncommon Denomination." 
Services are the first and third 
Sunday of each month at 7 
p.m. in the basement of the 
United Church of Christ, 226 E. 
Main. Child care services and 
refreshments provided. All wel-
come. Info: www.unitarianver-
million.blogspot.com

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST CONGREGA-
TIONAL, 226 E. Main St., Pas-
tor Steve Miller. 9:30a.m. Wor-
ship Service. No Longer 
S t r a n g e r s
www.uccvermillion.org

Vermillion Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group: A fellow-
ship of men and women 
banded together to help each 
other recover from alcoholism. 
Meetings are held in the Post 
Office basement. Closed AA 
on Tuesday, 8 p.m. Closed AA 
on Friday, 8 p.m.

Vermillion Food Pantry is lo-
cated at 816 E. Clark Street. 
Check our website to see if 
your family would be eligible 
for food assistance this month.  
www.vermillionfoodpantry.org  

VISUALLY IMPAIRED meet-
ing, 1:00 every second Mon-
day of the month. For informa-
tion 605-624-4063 or 
605-653-1000.

WANT TO ADVERTISE TO 
THE MIDWEST?  Place your 
classified ads in the Midwest 
Classified Network anytime on-
line at 
www.midwestfreeclassifieds.com

(MCN)

1200 Cars
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! 
Top $$$$$ PAID! Running or 
Not, All Years, Makes, Models. 
Free Towing! We're Local! 7 
Days/Week. Call Toll Free: 
1-888-779-6495. nani

1200 Cars

2003 Chrysler Sebring LX, 
sapphire blue, 97K, regular 
maintenance, new tires, tinted 
windows, CD player. Can 
email photos of inside. Would 
make a great reliable school 
car. $4,500/OBO. 
(402)841-1365, text or leave 
message.

CASH FOR CARS: All 
Cars/Trucks Wanted. Running 
or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We 
Come To You! Any 
Make/Model. Call For Instant 
Offer: 1-888-525-8492. nani

DONATE A CAR-Free Next 
Day Pick Up- Help Disabled 
Kids. Best Tax Deduction. Re-
ceive 3 Free Vacation Certifi-
cates. Call Special Kids Fund 7 
Days/week. 1-866-448-3865. 
nani

DONATE YOUR CAR!
Breast Cancer Research

foundation! Most highly rated 
breast cancer charity in

America! Tax Deductible/Fast 
Free Pick Up. 800-771-9551 
www.cardonationsforbreastcancer.org

nani

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. 888-757-6941 (MCN)

DONATE YOUR CAR...To The 
Cancer Fund of America. Help 
Those Suffering With Cancer 
Today. Free Towing and  Tax 
deductible. 1-800-835-9372 
www.cfoa.org
nani


