
By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

After a rugged weekend in
which they fought four Class "A"
teams tooth and nail, Post 1
couldn't duplicate that effort
Tuesday as Class "B" play
resumed.

Vermillion stranded 10
runners on base, failed all night
long to get a single clutch hit
and committed five errors in
losing to Dakota Valley in a
nine-inning game, 6-4.

In the 11th annual Lewis &
Clark Wooden Bat Classic, Post
1 went 2-2, losing to two of the
state's Class "A" powerhouses
and beating two other "A"
teams.  The two clubs that beat
Post 1 both reached Sunday's
semifinals.  Sioux Falls West
made it to the championship
game, losing there to Brookings,
and Valley Springs, which lost a
one-run game to West earlier,
qualified for the semifinals as
the wild card team and lost to
Brookings in that round.

Now 4-3, Post 1 goes to
Lennox for a 6:30 p.m.
encounter tonight (Friday),
plays a twinbill at Irene at 6:30
Monday and hosts South Sioux
City for two at 6 p.m. Tuesday.
Next Thursday Vermillion will
play both Huron and Yankton at
the latter site.

Much of the credit for Post
1's inability to get any offense
going against Dakota Valley
goes to pitcher Colin
Gunderson.  He took over for
starter Mike Rennerfeldt with
two out in the first inning.  Of
the 25 outs for the rest of the
game, Rennerfeldt retired
Vermillion batters on infield
ground balls 16 times and struck
out four.

Post 1 left the bases loaded in
the first inning, stranded a
runner at third base in the
second, third, fourth and eighth
innings and left a man at second
base in the fifth and sixth
innings.

Vermillion took a 2-0 lead off
Rennerfeldt without a hit.  Two
walks, a  stolen base, a passed
ball, a sacrifice fly off Chayse
Meierkort's bat and a catcher's
throwing error produced those
two runs.

Post 1 made it 3-0 in the third
when Stormy Mirtz singled,
advanced on Collin Bertram's hit
and a passed ball, and scored on
an infield grounder by Tanner
Settles.

Vermillion starter Nate
Garrett cruised for five innings,
facing only three baserunners –
one on a walk, one on a single
and one on an error.  But to start
the sixth inning, Dakota Valley
got to him as the first six batters
all reached safely on five hits and
an error, and five of them scored.

Caleb Miller came in in relief
and struck out five while
allowing two hits and one
unearned run the rest of the way.

Post 1 was within 5-4 until
the ninth when the infield threw
the ball away back and forth,
committing two errors on the
same play, and putting a man at
third.  Two pitches later a
sacrifice fly gave Dakota Valley
an insurance run, but as it
turned out, they didn't need it.

Bertram and Jayce Huska had
two hits each among
Vermillion's seven.  Dylan
Strickholm had two hits and two

RBIs to lead DV's offensive
attack, which actually was
concentrated in that one fateful
inning.

BRANDON VALLEY 10,
VERMILLION 4

In a daily newspaper Saturday
morning Brandon Valley was
cited as one of the four probable
challengers for the state "A"
Legion baseball title.  They likely
are exactly that.  But if that's the
case, then Vermillion may
certainly have a say about what
happens in Class "B" after taking
Brandon Valley into four extra
innings Saturday night before
losing 10-4.

Post 1 struggled through
eight innings with only two hits
but still was engaged in a tied
extra-inning battle.  Starting
pitcher Nile Morecraft and his
mates kept Brandon Valley in
check though Post 131 had
baserunners and basehits in
every inning except one.

The Vermillion defense
sparkled at times.  First baseman
Caleb Miller executed an
unassisted double play, spearing
a line drive and doubling a
runner off first.  Left-fielder Nate
Garrett made a run-saving catch
and doubled a runner off second
base.  Stormy Mirtz made a
leaping catch at second base.
Tanner Settles went deep into
the hole at shortstop to throw a
runner out at first.  Those plays
all ended innings when Valley
Springs was threatening.

Post 1 tied the game at 2-2 in
the second on an RBI single by
Mirtz and a bases-loaded walk
by D'Andre Fore.  A walk, an
error and a wild pitch gave Post
1 a gift run in the third for a
short-lived 3-2 lead.

Joe Mazour relieved
Morecraft, whose pitch count
had surpassed 100, one batter
into the ninth inning.  Valley
Springs went ahead, apparently
scoring two on an error on
Settles at shortstop on a play that
would have ended the inning.
But one of the runners failed to
touch home plate as he crossed
it.  Post 1 appealed and won, so
the deficit was only 4-3.

Mirtz led off the bottom of
the ninth with a booming double
and scored on Jayce Huska's
double.  That hit also moved
Settles, who had walked, to third
base as the potential winning
run with only one out, but Post 1
couldn't get him home.

Eventually in the top of the
11th with one out the roof caved
in.  A walk and four straight hits,
then two Post 1 errors, gave
Valley Springs an
insurmountable 10-4 lead.  Even
so, Vermillion tried to rally,
loading the bases with two out in
the bottom half but failed to get
any closer.

Brandon Valley pitchers –
starter Dylan Rock and reliever
Jacob Adams – struck out 15
batters and allowed only four
total hits over the 11 innings.
Mirtz had two of those four hits.
Rock and Adams were damaging
at the plate, too, Rock having
four of his team's 15 hits and
Adams driving in two runs.

VERMILLION 4, ABERDEEN 1
The Class "A" Smittys' very

first batter of the game scored on
a walk and an error, but that was
their only run of the game as
Post 1 tied the game in the third

on a double by Caleb Miller and
a single by Chayse Meierkort.
One run in the fifth on a
catcher's throwing error past
third base would prove to be the
winning run, but Post 1 added
two insurance runs in the sixth
for a 4-1 win Saturday morning.

Tanner Settles' single and a
fielder's choice off a ball batted
by Huska scored the final two
runs.

Collin Bertram struck out
one and walked three while
giving Aberdeen only two hits in
the seven-inning contest, a fifth-
inning double by Carter Paulson
and a seventh-inning double by
Mike Stotz.  He picked two
runners off base and, just for
good measure, as a batter
Bertram had three of his team's
nine hits and a run batted in.

Meierkort and Miller had two
hits each for Vermillion.

VERMILLION 15, BLAIR 7
Helped along by eight Blair,

NE, errors, Post 1 pounded out
14 hits in overcoming an early 3-
0 deficit and winning Friday
night's game, 15-7.

Post 1 struck for six
consecutive hits in the first
inning to erase Blair's three-run

top of the first.  A two-run single
by Stormy Mirtz and an RBI
single by Collin Bertram were
the clutch blows.

In a six-run third a hit batter
and an infield error opened the
flood gates for Post 1.  Tanner
Anderson crushed the ball for a
two-run double.  Nate Garrett
and Jayce Huska also drove in
runs as did four Blair errors.

Garrett and Caleb Miller had
RBIs in a two-run fourth.
Huska, Garrett and D'Andre
Fore had hits in a three-run fifth
that ended the game by a
tournament rule (eight-run lead
after five innings).

Chayse Meierkort went the
distance for the pitching win,
allowing eight hits, fanning four
and walking five.

All nine Vermillion players
had at least one hit, and Miller
had three.  Garrett had three
RBIs while Miller, Anderson,
Mirtz and Huska had two
apiece.

Trever O'Dell pitched all five
innings for Blair, allowing 14
hits, striking out three and
walking three, but he had no
chance as he was victimized by
the eight errors behind him.

The Blair team had committed
seven errors in their previous
game in which they somehow
beat Aberdeen, 15-13.

S.F. WEST 5, VERMILLION 3
After Post 1 had rallied to

within 5-3 of Sioux Falls West
after five innings, West pitchers
retired the last nine Vermillion
batters in succession to keep
their lead.

West had two three-hit
innings in the early going to
build a lead of 5-1.  Vermillion's
first run was produced by an
error and Jayce Huska's RBI
single on an 0-2 pitch in the
second.  Collin Bertram singled
in the fourth and scored on a
dropped fly ball in left field.
The third Post 1 run came in the
fifth when Caleb Miller
doubled, was advanced by
Meierkort's grounder and
scored on Anderson's sacrifice
fly.

Nate Garrett struck out five,
walked none and allowed five
hits in taking the pitching loss.
Miller had two of Vermillion's
five hits off starter Brady
Aldrich and reliever Trevor
Hurley, who mutually walked
none and fanned five.

06June 8, 2012 www.plaintalk.net

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
LADIES ASSOCIATION

Today is May 30, and the
weather is – CHILLY!!

Weather did not stop the
luncheon or games after. There
were 19 ladies in attendance.   The
meal was great and the dessert
was also … I just love chocolate!
Desserts were provided by: Karine
Amundson and Pat Pratt. Thank
you ladies.

Our drawings were won by:
$5 – Darlene Engbrecht and

Barb Boone.
Quarters: Darlene (lucky lady

today), Vaneta Youngworth, Joan
Olson, Ramona Kellogg and
Maxine Rogers.

Golf – Well we did not golf
today. They were having a high
school tournament today. Which
is ok as it was a bit cold for our
group to golf in.

Bridge report: Marlys Jensen
was High.

Dominoes report:  There were
three tables:

Round 1 – Joan Olson, Rula
Hatch and Vaneta Youngworth

Round 2 – Joan Olson, Babe
Hurowitz and Karine Amundson

Round 3 – Rose Mart, Dori
Ryan and Janet Hof

Total Score – Maxine Rogers,
Babe Hurowitz and Karine
Amundson

Appears Joan and Babe were
the lucky ladies here!!

WOW!  One month is over
already.  Hurry and come join us.
It appears the summer is going to
go fast. We had more ladies come
to golf. Hope to have them every
week and maybe MORE!

Catch ya next week...
Pat Steckelberg, reporter

BLUFFS 
BULLETIN

Plain Talk Sports
Upcoming Sports Schedule

Vermillion Red Sox host Renner 2 p.m. June 10
Vermillion Grey Sox host Garretson 6 p.m. June 10
Vermillion Post 1 at Lennox 6:30 p.m. June 10
Vermillion Post 1 at Irene 6:30 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. June 11
Vermillion Post 1 hosts S. Sioux City 6 p.m. & 8 p.m. June 12
Vermillion Red Sox at Beresford 7:30 p.m. June 13
Vermillion Red Sox at Sioux Falls 7:30 p.m. June 14
Vermillion Post 1 at Yankton 5:30 p.m. & 8 p.m. June 14

 What is ForkFly?
 Forkfly is a free website and a mobile app that 
 gives you access to local deals! Dozens of our most 
 popular local merchants are posting deals daily on 
 ForkFly. By simply signing up for free, you have 
 access to all these great local deals.

 Sign up today for ongoing discounts 
 from your favorite local merchants – for free!

 Get lots of great ongoing deals you’ll actually use...for free!

 Rita’s Purse-o-Nalities

 APPLIANCE/
 HEATING     &     COOLING Hardware

 Kopetsky’s

 Food Center
 Hardware  Brunick Furniture

 Lu Lu’ s

Post 1 goes 2-2 in Wooden Bat Classic

Vermillion’s D’Andre Fore steals second during Post 1’s game with Blair, NE last Friday night during the 11th
annual Lewis & Clark Wooden Bat Classic held at Prentis Park in Vermillion. Post 1 defeated Blair 15-7. 

(Photo by David Lias)

By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

After losing a pair of games
at Tyndall earlier in the week,
the Vermillion Teener Reds
began a new winning streak at
Prentis Park last Thursday,
shutting out Akron, 3-0, on Billy
Mount's seven-inning one-
hitter. 

The only hit off Mount was a
blue darter past third base in the
second inning.  Otherwise the
only Akron baserunners came
on two first-inning errors and
two walks.  The first two were
stranded on base, and the latter
two were erased in force plays.
At one stretch Mount and his
defense retired 10 batters in a
row.

Mount's single drove in the
first Reds run in the first.  Joe
Miller doubled home the
singling Nate Robertson to
make it 2-0 in the fourth.  Riley
Peters was hit with a pitch, stole
second and scored on Carter
Kratz's infield grounder in the
fifth.  Brandon Mockler and
Cole Anderson had the other
two Reds hits.

The Reds will host Brookings
Black at the USD softball
complex at noon Saturday, then
travel to Beresford next Tuesday
and to Dakota Valley next
Wednesday.

Vermillion Teener
Reds begin new
winning streak

By Parker Knox
Sportswriter

The Vermillion Red Sox tried
twice last week to play a game
against Garretson, but rain and
wet conditions prevented it on
two successive nights.

Next up for the Sox will be a
home game against Renner at 2
p.m. Sunday at Prentis Park.
Next Wednesday, the Sox play at
Beresford at 7:30 p.m.

The Red Sox, who had
beaten Larchwood 7-3 in their
opener, improved to 2-0 with a
5-1 league win at Akron over
the Rebels.  Robin Chute went
eight innings to pick up the
pitching win.  A.J. Staiert threw
the ninth inning to polish off
the victory.

Tyler Candor had a double
for the Red Sox offense.

Red Sox encounter
rain last week


