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Two years ago, USD
student Emily McKeen was
looking for a job that would
be engaging, yet relatively
stress-free.

She said working at the
campus’ I.D. Weeks Library
has more than fit that
description.

“It’s a simple enough job
to where I can still go to
school and be able to work,”
she said. “They’re really good
at working with our
schedules, so we can take
classes and it doesn’t
interfere too much.

“(It’s not) just a nine to
five shift. You can work for a
few hours and come back,”
she said.

This is especially
welcome for McKeen, a
third-year student with a
psychology/nursing major
and a minor in philosophy.

Although she is a big

reader – science fiction in
particular – McKeen had
never worked at a library
before, but she said it didn’t
take too long to get
comfortable with her
responsibilities.

“I make sure that the
books are in order, shelve the
books, help people look for
books, check them out,
check out the rooms, make
sure that everything is neat,”
she said. “There are some
(processes) to learning the
order of the books, where
they belong, and we have a
couple different manuals
that tell us where to go. …

“I think it’s just one of
those things where you have
to do it to learn it,” she said.

McKeen said that
although the job is relaxed
on the whole, there are some
heavy-traffic points each
semester, near finals and
mid-terms especially.

“You can tell when
certain classes have projects
due, because people come in

the Sunday before it’s due, or
especially during finals
things get a lot busier, and
we start having a lot more
books dropped off right at
the end of the semester,” she
said.

During those busy times,
McKeen said she has been
met with some perplexing
requests.

“There are definitely
questions that are stranger
than others, where people
are students, but they still

think they can’t use the
computers without
permission.

“But there hasn’t been
anything too terribly strange
– for me at least. Yet.”

McKeen recommends
other students take
advantage of the
employment opportunity.

“You can find people to
work for you easily enough,
and you can get the hours
you need,” she said. “If you
don’t know something you

can just ask.
“It’s not overly stressful,

but it’s not boring,” she said.
Half-joking, she said

there is another reason she
likes her job so well.

“I’m not working at
McDonald’s.”

McKeen able to mix studies with
work at I.D. Weeks Library
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Three of Sweden’s most
accomplished musicians
headline the annual
Midsommar at Dalesburg
celebration on Friday, June
22. Trio Con Brio of
Stockholm will entertain for
both the afternoon and
evening programs. 

The traditional Swedish
celebration in rural Clay
County features a
scrumptious smorgasbord,
the classical Swedish trio, a
sing-along with Mike
Pedersen of Nora,
barbershop singers and
more at Dalesburg
Lutheran Church. Everyone
is valkommen! 

Trio Con Brio masters
classical music, hymns and
jazz with a variety of
instruments and vocals.
The trio headlines the 2
p.m. program in the air-
conditioned church and the
7 p.m. program on the
beautiful north lawn. The
musicians – Carina
Cederwall, flute and vocal;
Jan Holmgren, oboe,
English horn and vocal; and
Stig Andersson, piano,
arrangements and vocal –
are all educated at the Royal
Academy of Music in
Stockholm. They have
appeared at festivals and in
concert in Europe and
across the United States.

Mike Pedersen is known
throughout the region for
the joyous Christmas sing-
alongs he presents annually
at the Nora Store in rural
Union County. For
Midsommar, he will lead a
lively summertime sing-
along for the 7 p.m. evening
program.

The All-Nighters, an
area barbershop group, also
will perform for the
evening program. In
addition, the flower-strewn
Midsommar Pole will be
raised and everyone will be
asked to help close the
program by learning and

joining in traditional
Scandinavian dances.

One of the festival
highlights is the tasty
homemade Smorgasbord
from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
featuring ethnic specialties
like meatballs, potatis korv,
fruit soup and more. Cost
is $12 for adults and $8 for
ages 8 and younger.

Dalesburg Lutheran is
12 miles north of
Vermillion on the
University Road; or 5.5
miles west of I-29 exit 38
(Volin); or 9 miles south of
Hwy 46 on University Road

or 3 miles east of Hwy 19
on 306th St. (Volin Road).

The festival is the 143rd
celebration at the church
and is a joint effort of three
traditionally Swedish rural
churches in the area –
Dalesburg Lutheran,
Dalesburg Baptist and
Komstad Covenant.

The day at the beautiful
church grounds is all about
family, friends and faith.
The celebration begins at 1
p.m. when the Food Stand,
operated by Dalesburg
Lutheran and Komstad
youth, opens, with a variety

of snacks and homemade
pie. The afternoon and
evening include the 2 p.m.
program, the smorgasbord,
children’s activities
beginning at 5pm and the
evening program at 7 p.m.
Throughout the afternoon,
area organizations and
craftspeople will be on
hand and visitors can look
over the Viking ship from
Wausa, NE. At the end of
the evening, an impromptu
softball game is possible at
the Ben Carlson Field
across the road (weather
permitting).

The festival dates back

into the late 1860s, when
settlers from Dalarna
County of Sweden came to
Dakota Territory, to the
area that is now
Southeastern South
Dakota. These pioneer
families started a
Midsommar celebration
tradition, based on the
festival in Sweden. 

Dalesburg Lutheran,
Dalesburg Baptist and
Komstad Covenant will
end this year’s celebration
on Sunday, June 24, with a
community worship service
at Dalesburg Lutheran
featuring the Community

Choir under the direction
of John Fahlberg. 

Dalesburg Lutheran
Church is a traditionally
Swedish church founded by
Dakota Territory
homesteaders who
emigrated from Sweden in
the 1860s. The first building
was erected in 1874. The
present sanctuary dates
from 1897. The ELCA
church features impressive
woodwork, stunning
stained glass windows, and,
of course, Midsommar – all
in a beautiful countryside
setting.

Midsommar at Dalesburg features accomplished Swedish trio

 1,740 sq. ft. IRC modular home with 3 BR, 
 deluxe master BA, ceramic shower, gas see 

 thru fireplace, 6/12 roof pitch with 9 foot 
 sidewalls.

 WAS  $125,020
 NOW  $99,995

 SPECIAL!!
 2012 16x80 with 3 bedrooms, 
 2 baths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $37,995

 2900 Hwy. 75 North, Sioux City, IA 51105

 712-252-0181
 www.isemanhomes.com

 Register To Win!!
 1,404 Sq. Ft. Home with 3 

 bedrooms, 2 baths, entertainment 
 center, and much more!!

 T h e  J e f f e r s o n ! ! T h e  J e f f e r s o n ! !

 SURPLUS PROPERTY

  Sale Sale
 The University of South Dakota

 will sell miscellaneous surplus items including bicycles, 
 tables, chairs, desks, lawn & garden items & misc. items.

 Tuesday, June 26 th

 9:00a.m.-4:00p.m.
 at the Quonset building located north of the 

 DakotaDome on Hwy 50, next to the 
 Vucurevich Day Care Center

 Any questions call: 605-677-5669
 Terms of Sale: Cash Only

 Phone 605-670-9703
 46633 Missouri St., Burbank, SD 57010 

 email: jeff.mount63@gmail.com

 • Herbicide • Fungicide
  • Insecticide • Pasture Spraying 

 • Cover Crop Seeding


