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Sportswriter

Like that little engine that
chugged up the mountain
against all odds in a long-ago
children's storybook,
Vermillion's Post 1 baseball team
just keeps coming up with
performances beyond
expectations.

Five days after losing a
doubleheader to South Sioux
City by 13-3 and 10-3 scores,
Post 1 beat South Sioux City
twice in its own tournament,
knocking the host team out of
their pool, and then dominated
the winner of the other pool,
Ralston, Neb., to win the
championship.

Vermillion's four victories in
the tournament lifted its season
record to 11-5.  Post 1 pitching
allowed only six total runs in the
four games.

But new challenges lie ahead
in the immediate future, starting
tonight (Friday) at Mitchell
against one of the state's Class
"A" powers.  On Sunday night
Post 1 goes to Hartington, Neb.,
and on Tuesday Beresford will be
at Prentis Park for a 6:30 game.

POST 1 - 9, RALSTON 3
The Ralston team from the

Omaha area had gone 3-0 in its
pool play, but they were stymied
in Sunday's championship game
by a gutsy performance by
pitcher Nile Morecraft in stifling,
sticky conditions.  The tall right-
hander struck out seven, walked
two and allowed seven hits, but
Ralston compacted all of its runs
and three of its hits in the one
inning they created a little static
against him.

After Vermillion had taken a
2-0 lead, scoring in the first
inning as they almost always do,
Ralston's first two second-inning
batters both drove the ball on the
fly to the base of the outfield wall
for doubles.  A walk, a sacrifice
bunt, a balk call and a single
lifted Ralston into a 3-2 lead with
one out.  Morecraft, however,
nailed the final two outs of the
inning on a strikeout and a force
play.

Post 1 went right back to work
and had a 7-3 lead by the time
the second inning ended.

The beginning of the third
inning was a carbon copy of the
second as the first two Ralston
sluggers drove the ball deep for
hits.  But with runners at second
and third and nobody out,
Morecraft stood tallest of all by
striking out the side with no
damage done.

In the fourth he had major
help from his defense.  For the
first out catcher Chayse
Meierkort sprang from home
plate and raced halfway to third
base to catch a foul pop-up
before it landed.  To end the
inning right-fielder Joe Mazour
went back, back, back and with
his back to the infield hauled
down a fly at the warning track.

In fact, the outfielders were
busy---Mazour had two catches,
D'Andre Fore in center had three
and Nate Garrett in left had two.
Meierkort had another foul pop-
up catch behind the plate.
Stormy Mirtz at second base was
responsible for a pair of put-outs.

Third-baseman Tanner
Anderson caught one infield fly
and scooped up a pair of tough
grounders on which first
baseman Collin Bertram made
out-saving scoops on the
receiving end.

Morecraft retired Ralston in
order in the fifth after the leadoff
man singled.  He breezed
through a 1-2-3 sixth inning.  In
the seventh a hit batter and a
walk put two on with one out,
but Morecraft closed things
down in style with a strikeout
and a fly ball which Fore
pocketed to win the title.

Vermillion's two first-inning
tallies came about as Fore
singled, stole second and scored
on Anderson's hit, his seventh of
the tournament.  A stolen base
and a passed ball later, Anderson
scored on Meierkort's infield
grounder.

The five-run second included
five Post 1 hits and a balk.  Fore,
Meierkort and Bertram had RBI
hits in the inning, another run
scored on a wild pitch, and
another crossed on one of two
Ralston errors in the inning.

Morecraft's single, his third
hit of the game, followed by
Fore's double, his third hit, gave
Post 1 an important insurance
run in the fifth.  In the sixth after
two hit batters and a walk loaded
the bases, Tanner Settles put his
bat on the ball for an infield
grounder that produced the
game's final run.

POST 1 - 5, SOUTH SIOUX CITY 2 
If South Sioux was really

"saving" its pitching ace, college
prospect Austin Groth, for the
championship game, the strategy
backfired because the host team
never got there.  Collin Bertram
struck out eight, walked three
and allowed seven hits in
controlling South Sioux in
Sunday morning's game that
determined a berth in the title
game.

Of course Vermillion scored
in the first inning---three runs
this time on a single by Fore, an
RBI single by Anderson, a wild
pitch, a walk to Meierkort and
his stolen base and Bertram's
double.  In the fourth the Post 1
lead reached 5-0 on Anderson's
double, walks to Meierkort and
Mirtz and sacrifice flies by
Bertram and Garrett.

South Sioux scored twice in
the fourth with the runs crossing
on a wild pitch and a Kaleb
Comstock single.

Bertram dug down deep
several times to escape trouble.
He stranded runners at second
and third in the first inning.
After two walks the same was
true in the sixth.  In the seventh
South Sioux threatened with two
singles, but those men were also
stranded, and Bertram ended the
game in style with a called third
strike on the home team's clean-
up hitter, Alex Mogenson, who
had gone 2-for-3 up to that point.

Anderson had three of Post
1's eight hits.

POST 1 - 3, ARLINGTON 0
The first of two Saturday five-

inning games, shortened to get
the tourney back on schedule
after a five-hour rain delay, saw
Vermillion score three first-

inning runs, and that was all they
would need as Nate Garrett shut
down Arlington, Neb., on three
hits while striking out five and
walking none.

Leadoff man D'Andre Fore
was safe on an infield error to
start the bottom of the first.  A
double by Tanner Anderson
scored one run, a single by
Chayse Meierkort brought home
the second, and a single by Collin
Bertram produced the third.

Bertram had another hit later,
and Nile Morecraft and Fore also
had one hit apiece among
Vermillion's total of six off Joe
Vampola.

Post 1 tried its best to give
Garrett an even larger comfort
margin but stranded a runner at
third base in the second, third
and fourth innings.

Arlington put its leadoff man
aboard in the third, but catcher
Meierkort gunned him down as
he tried to steal second base.  The
leadoff man in the fifth reached
on a single and advanced to third
on a pair of infield ground-outs,
but Garrett got the final man on
another grounder to third-
baseman Anderson to preserve
the shutout.

POST 1 - 2, SOUTH SIOUX CITY 1
Because Wisner-Pilger, Neb.,

backed out of the tournament,
the host SSC team filled in to
provide an opponent for Post 1's
second Saturday game although
it did not count in the tourney's
pool standings.  Again all the
scoring was in the first inning,
and again the Vermillion pitcher
did not walk anybody.

This time it was Joe Mazour
on the mound.  He struck out
one and allowed six hits but most
importantly kept South Sioux
scoreless after its first batter of
the game, Austin Groth, singled,
advanced to second on an

outfield fly and scored as an
attempt to prevent his stealing
third sailed down the left-field
line.  Groth would have scored
later in the inning anyway on
another hit.

South Sioux in its last at-bat
again saw Groth try to do
damage.  He led off with a double
and was sacrificed to third with
one out, representing the tying
run 90 feet away.  But Mazour
got the next two batters on a
grounder to short and a fly to
center to end the game.

Vermillion scored its two
runs in the first when Anderson,
continuing a torrid pace over the
past three games, singled and
Meierkort doubled.  A single by
Stormy Mirtz plated the first run,
and Collin Bertram's sacrifice fly
brought in the other.

Post 1's other two hits later in
the game were also by Anderson
and Meierkort.

POST 1 - 16, YANKTON 2
Given a comfortable lead

with a seven-run first inning by
his teammates, Nile Morecraft
cruised to a full-game seven-
inning pitching victory over the
Yankton split squad last
Thursday.  At the same time the
Vermillion offense smoked the
ball all over Riverside Field for 15
hits.

If anybody was sorry to see
the game end, it was Tanner
Anderson.  In the absence of
regular leadoff man, D'Andre
Fore, Anderson was shifted up to
that spot.  All he did was go 5-
for-5, hitting, in order, a double,
a double, a single, a triple and a
double.  He drove in seven runs,
and in two hours' time he raised
his batting average from .256 to
.340.

Two other regulars, Jayce
Huska and Caleb Miller, were
also missing, but the nine men

who were there all participated in
the lopsided victory.  Joe Mazour,
Nate Garrett and Stormy Mirtz
had two hits each.  Collin
Bertram, Chayse Meierkort,
Tanner Settles and Peter Haught
all had one hit each.  Bertram
and Garrett had two RBIs apiece,
while Colin Olson, Mazour,
Settles, Mirtz and Meierkort each
drove in one.

Vermillion's seven-run first
included two doubles by
Anderson, a double by Meierkort
and singles by Mirtz, Settles and
Garrett.  Two of the key plays
weren't hits---Mazour worked a
walk and Olson was hit with a
pitch to set a bases-loaded table
for Anderson, who promptly
doubled home the last three runs
of the inning.  Post 1 was off to
the races. 

Mirtz blasted a solo home run
in the second inning off the left-
field fair pole.  Anderson and
Bertram drove in runs in the
third.  In the fifth Anderson's
triple scored two, and Bertram
followed with a sacrifice fly.  An
Olson sacrifice fly and another
Anderson RBI resulted in a pair
in the sixth.  Mazour had an
RBI single in the last inning to
end the onslaught.

Morecraft showed the best
way for a pitcher to stay out of
trouble---don't walk anybody!
He didn't while striking out
seven.  Yankton had only five
hits.  Three of them came in the
second inning when both Post
12 runs scored.  The other two
hits came in the fifth, but
Morecraft picked one of them
off base, then started a string of
five straight strikeouts to end
that last threat.

As an exclamation point on
the win, center-fielder Garrett
made a superlative diving catch
of a sinking line drive to end the
game.
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MEN SENIOR GOLF 
FUN LEAGUE

Twenty-five seniors golfed at
9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 19.

In spite of the wind, the team
of Dick Burbach, Dave Zimmer
and Vern Holter shot 37, the low
score of the day.

Three teams shot 38.
Using tie-breakers, the

second-place team was Ross
King, Elmer Mount and Jim
Reed. The third-place team was
Gary Prasek, Bob Lund, Shorty
Hanson and Lloyd Helseth. The
Team of Harlan Schott, Sid
Davis and Cleland Cook
finished in fourth place.

Jim Reed sand a 17-foot
birdie putt on the 12, and Ross
King had a 10-foot putt on 17.
Sid Davis chipped in for a birdie
on 10.

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
LADIES ASSOCIATION

Well, today had strange
weather. Golf, or no golf?

Twenty-eight wonderful
ladies came to luncheon today.

Desserts were great and
provided by Linda Sorenson and
Rose Mart. Thanks, ladies!

We welcome a new member
today: Shirley Raab

It pays to join our lovely
group of ladies – Shirley also
won one of our $5 drawings!
Karine Amundson was the other
lucky winner.

Quarters were won by Janet
Hof, Brenda Chatham, Mary Lea
Hennies, June Wagner, Barb
Boone, Jan Chapman, Darlene
Engbrecht and Agnes Mockler.

Bridge report: There were two
tables today. The winners were –
High: Mary Lea Hennies and
second High-Ellie Davis. Great
to see bridge is having more
players.

Golf report: Well, all but one
lady backed out of golf today! It
was “damp,” ”windy,” and to me,
it felt a little too ”cool.” This did
not stop Mary Lea Hennies. No,
she played, anyway. It was three-
person best ball. How? There
was Mary Lea, Her and Herself.
They had a blast! Mary Lea won
the dollar. Good going, Mary
Lea.

Dominoes report: Three
tables today. Dominoes is
popular! 

Round 1: Eileen Turner,
Karine Amundson and Brenda
Chatham.

Round 2: Janet Hof, Darlene
Engbrecht and Rula Hatch.

Round 3: Judy Gregoire, Barb
Boone and Vaneta Youngworth.

Total score: Jan Chapman,
Rula Hatch and Darlene
Engbrecht.

Great fun, great friendships.
Come join us – it is not too late!

Pat Steckelberg, reporter

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
LADIES LEAGUE

WELL is in full swing for the
summer and the Ladies were in
good form June 13. Longest putt
on #5 was Joanne Ustad with a 15
foot putt. Mary Mock and Susan
Oberle were the big winners
tonight. They tied for low gross
with a 43 and low net with a 33.
Susan came out the biggest
winner with her name being
drawn for the 50/50. She won
$14. Nice job ladies. 

Be sure and call The Bluffs
clubhouse to sign up for the Rally
for the Cure, 677-7058. It will be
July 11 and is a four-person
scramble team. Each team will be
playing with a professional golfer.
It will be a good chance to get a
free lesson and play with a pro.
We hope you will join us!

BLUFFS 
BULLETIN

Plain Talk Sports
Upcoming Sports Schedule

Vermillion Post 1 at Mitchell TBA June 22
Vermillion Post 1 at Hartington, Neb. 7 p.m. June 24
Vermillion Red Sox hosts Brookings Cubbies 2 p.m. & 4 p.m. June 24
Vermillion Red Sox hosts Vermillion Grey Sox 7:30 p.m. June 26
Vermillion Post 1 hosts Beresford 6:30 p.m. June 26
Vermillion Red Sox at Renner 7:30 p.m. June 28
Vermillion Post 1 hosts Yankton 5 p.m. & 7 p.m. June 29

 As Navigant Healthcare prepares to open its third South Dakota 
 location in Vermillion, we would like to extend an invitation to you. 
 Please join us for an Open House Event in our new space. In the 
 coming weeks and months we will be adding a number of new 
 career opportunities to the region and we’d like the opportunity to 
 get to know you. Please stop by for light refreshments and to get to 
 know us and our business. While we will not be conducting 
 interviews during the Open House, we look forward to the chance 
 to tell you about the exciting work that we’re doing. We look forward 
 to meeting you.

 Wed., June 27
  5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 Kindly, 

 907 N. Norbeck Drive
 Vermillion SD 57069

  Please RSVP to
 reuopenhouse@navigant.com 

 no later than June 24   

 You Are Cordially Invited To 
 The Vermillion Office Open House Event 

 FUNDRAISER

 Saturday,
 June 23rd

 Everyo
ne 

 Welcome!

 Menu:  
 Whole Hog, 

 Pork Loin, Chicken, 
 Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 
 Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 

 Potato Chips, Baked Beans, Corn Bread, 
 Cookies, Soda, Water

  $15 Adults, $25 Couples, $30 Family Pass, $5 Kids

 S T  A GNES  S CHOOL  50 TH  A NNIVERSARY  

 (Beer – Free will donation)

 6PM – 8PM 
 St Agnes Gym 

Vermillion Post 1 keeps
exceeding expectations

Five days after losing a doubleheader to South Sioux City by 13-3 and 10-3 scores, Post 1 beat South Sioux
City twice in its own tournament, knocking the host team out of their pool, and then dominated the winner
of the other pool, Ralston, NE, to win the championship. Pictured are (front) Nate Garrett, Stormy Mirtz,
D'Andre Fore, Joe Mazour, Chayse Meierkort, Tanner Anderson, and (back) Coach Jason Gault, Tanner
Settles, Nile Morecraft, Collin Bertram, Peter Haught, Coach Nick Mayer.


