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Vermillion Post 1 is sure to
play six American Legion
baseball games within the next
five days, but hopefully the total
reaches seven.

Post 1 starts with a home
doubleheader against Yankton
tonight (Friday) at 5 p.m.
Vermillion will then be in pool
play at Rapid City Post 320's
tournament on Sunday against
Sheridan, WY, and in Monday
games there against Post 320
and Canon City, CO.  On
Tuesday each team will be
involved in a semifinal game,
either in the championship
bracket or the consolation
bracket.  A win there means an
additional game that day for the
championship in each of those
brackets.

POST 1 - 12, BERESFORD 5
Helped along by the first two

of eight Beresford errors and
singles by Caleb Miller, Stormy
Mirtz, Collin Bertram and Nate
Garrett, Post 1 scored four in
the first inning Tuesday night
and never trailed in trimming
their intra-region rivals, 12-5.

Beresford came right back
with a three-run, three-hit
second to draw close, but by the
end of the fourth, Vermillion
led 9-3.  The closest Beresford
would come again would be 9-5
after 5 1/2 innings.

Jayce Huska's infield
grounder scored a run in the
third.  RBI hits by Mirtz and
Bertram, a walk, a hit batter and
four more Beresford errors
constituted a four-run fifth.
Tanner Anderson drove home a
run in the seventh, and Garrett
plated another in the eighth.

Starter Garrett got the
pitching win, going five innings,
striking out two, walking three
and allowing seven hits and two
earned runs.  Nile Morecraft
pitched the final four innings.
He weathered a three-walk sixth

with only one run scoring.  The
turning point occurred when
Ethan Sorensen, with the bases
loaded, drove the ball to deep
left field where Huska hauled it
down in front of the scoreboard.
It scored a run as a sacrifice fly
instead of a grand slam homer.
At that point Beresford was
done.

The defensive gem of the
night was credited to catcher
Meierkort.  To start the seventh
he pounced on a bunted ball
that died in the grass 10 feet
from the plate toward third
base.  A laser shot from
Meierkort to first base nailed
the runner.  An inspired
Morecraft struck out the next
two batters, two more in the
eighth and one in the ninth for
a strong four-inning relief job,
fanning six and giving up no
hits.

Of Post 1's 11 hits,
Meierkort, Mirtz, Bertram and
Garrett had two each.

POST 1 - 6, HARTINGTON 3
When Post 1 finally got its

first hit of the game in the fifth
inning but still left the bases
loaded, it appeared a fourth
straight loss – only six outs
away – was imminent.

But given a couple golden
opportunities to start the top of
the sixth, Post 1 made the most
of them, and what transpired
was a sudden and stunning six-
run rally.

Pitcher Collin Bertram, who
had sailed through three
innings, saw five straight batters
reach base in a three-run
fourth.  But when he escaped a
two-on, one-out situation in the
fifth with two inning-ending
strikeouts and then his team got
him the lead, he was unhittable
over the final two innings.

Bertram accounted for 14 of
the 21 Hartington outs with
strikeouts.  He walked only one
(with two out in the seventh)
and allowed five hits (three of
them along with two hit batters

in the fourth when Hartington
scored three).

Vermillion had been dealt a
blow in the top of the first
inning when catcher Chayse
Meierkort, trying to beat a
double-play throw to first base,
rolled his ankle and left the
game.  That left Post 1 with only
nine players for the rest of the
night.

Ironically Damarius
Cheeseman, forced into action
in Meierkort's slot in the batting
order, ignited the rally when he
laced a line shot at the
Hartington third baseman who
couldn't handle it.  Up stepped
Stormy Mirtz, and he grounded
a ball to the same third
baseman, and this time his
throw to second for a force play
went awry.  Two batters, two
errors, and Post 1 was in
business!

Bertram helped his own
cause with a booming double.
After a walk to Jayce Huska,
Tanner Settles stroked a
sacrifice fly to bring Vermillion
to within 3-2.  A shortstop's
error on Nate Garrett's
grounder loaded the sacks

again, and a force play on Joe
Mazour's chopper tied the
game.

Tanner Anderson singled to
score Huska, and so did Caleb
Miller, scoring Mazour for a 5-3
lead.  Miller set in motion a
double steal, and Anderson slid
under a tag on the tail end of
that play to make it 6-3.  That
was enough with which to work
for Bertram.  He got a grounder
to Mirtz and two strikeouts for
a 1-2-3 sixth.  He fanned the
first two batters in the seventh,
and after a walk, a ground ball
went to Anderson at third.  His
throw to first was true, and the
victory was in hand.

MITCHELL 4-6, POST 1 - 1-5
Post 1 lost twice at Mitchell

Friday night, scoring only an
unearned run in a 4-1 loss in
the opener, then losing the
nightcap in extra innings, 6-5.

Nate Garrett took the
pitching loss in the first game,
allowing just two earned runs in
4 1/3 innings.  Joe Mazour
threw the final 1 2/3, keeping
Mitchell hitless and scoreless.
Mitchell's Evan Mastel issued no

walks in getting the win.  Kirby
Fuerst homered for Mitchell.

Post 1 garnered only three
hits off Mastel, but two of them
were back to back by Jayce
Huska and Tanner Settles, and
they led to Vermillion's lone
run.  Caleb Miller had the other
hit.

Post 1 was down 5-0 entering
its final at-bat in the nightcap
but scored five times to tie the
game.  It started with a Stormy
Mirtz single, a walk to Collin
Bertram and Jayce Huska's
single to load the bases.  A walk
to Settles scored the first run,
Garrett's hit scored the next and
Damarius Cheeseman's sacrifice
fly accounted for the third.
After a Tanner Anderson hit,
Miller's single brought Post 1
within a run, and Chayse
Meierkort's sacrifice fly tied it
up.  Two men were left
stranded.

In the bottom of the eighth,
however, with two out and a
runner at first, a failed pickoff
attempt sent the runner all the
way to third.  Mastel stroked a

06June 29, 2012 www.plaintalk.net

MEN SENIOR GOLF 
FUN LEAGUE

Eighteen golfers played on
Tuesday, June 26.

The winning team of Rex
Huska, Elmer Mount and Bob
Lund shot the low score of 36.
Elmer sank a 15-foot birdie
putt on #3 and chipped one in
for a birdie on #7.

The second-place team of
Gary Prasek, Jeri Engleking
and Guy Button shot a 37. Jeri
made a 20-foot birdie putt on
#3.

Dick Burbach, Gene
Iverson and Vern Holter came
in for third place with a score
of 38.

Alan Clem chipped in for a
birdie putt on #3.

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
LADIES LEAGUE

The late afternoon rain on
June 20 did not deter the
Ladies of the WELL. Showers
gave way to beautiful sunshine
and a great evening of golf.
Joanne Ustad beat her mother
for longest putt tonight. Then
her mom even bought her
supper! 

Jennifer Steele had low net
of 33 and Susan Oberle had
low gross of 44. Susan started
tonight with back to back
birdies on 10 and 11, then
somewhere down below the
bluff the wheels fell off, but
still had a round to remember. 

Congratulations ladies.
Don’t forget the Susan G.
Komen Rally for the Cure golf
tournament. Wednesday July
11, starting at 1p.m. Four-
person scramble team with at
least one woman. Each team
will be playing with a pro
from the Dakotas Tour. Prizes
and dinner provided. Come
and join us! Call The Bluffs
Golf Course to reserve a spot
for your team. 677-7058

BLUFFS 
BULLETIN

Plain Talk Sports
Upcoming Sports Schedule

Vermillion Post 1 hosts Yankton 5 p.m. & 7 p.m. June 29

Vermillion Red Sox host Sioux Falls 2 p.m. July 1

Vermillion Grey Sox at Akron, IA 2 p.m. July 1

Vermillion Post 1 at Rapid City 320 Tourney July 1-3

Vermillion Grey Sox at Beresford 7:30 p.m. July 5

iHELP is an affordable student loan program sponsored and funded by your local Indepen-
dent Community Bank - Main Street, not Wall Street! We provide students loans that fill the 
‘gap’ in their education fund.

www.ihelploan.com
800-645-7404

Congratulations to 
Lanae VanGerpen as a 
2012 iHELP Scholarship  
Recipient

Going To College?
Planning Your Career?

Need Help?
College Planning:

Career Planning:

-

Still Need Money For 
College? We Can Help.

®

Lanae VanGerpen -  
$1,000 Scholarship recipient
Avon, SD, Avon High School
Major: Radiological Technology
School: University of South Dakota, 
Vermillion

 What is ForkFly?
 Forkfly is a free website and a mobile app that 
 gives you access to local deals! Dozens of our most 
 popular local merchants are posting deals daily on 
 ForkFly. By simply signing up for free, you have 
 access to all these great local deals.

 Sign up today for ongoing discounts 
 from your favorite local merchants – for free!

 Get lots of great ongoing deals you’ll actually use...for free!

 Rita’s Purse-o-Nalities

 APPLIANCE/
 HEATING     &     COOLING Hardware

 Kopetsky’s

 Food Center
 Hardware  Brunick Furniture

 Lu Lu’ s

Heath Driscoll

Congratulations To Our Own
Marilyn Lyngstad

 

And Her Husband Bob & Family
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Post 1 could play up to 7 games in next 5 days
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