
Chamber Chat
Vermillion Area

Chamber of Commerce 
& Development

Company
116 Market Street, Suite

103
Vermillion, SD 57069

(605) 624-5571

Chamber Business:
Business After Hours:

Are you looking for an
opportunity to showcase
your business and network
with your peers? Sign up to
host a Business After Hours
event. These events
generally run from 5-7
p.m. on a weeknight and
the hosting business
provides hors d’oeuvres
and refreshments. If
interested, contact Ann at
annb@vermillionchamber.
com or at 624-5571.

Announcements:
“Main Street Matters”

campaign launched by
Benjamin Moore to help
revitalize and repaint 20
cities and towns across
North America.
Consumers around the
country are asked to cast
their vote online for which
20 main streets should be
revitalized of the more
than 100 North American
cities (including
Vermillion) nominated at
www.paintwhatmatters.com. 

Winning communities
will receive paint and
supplies needed for
facades, porches, railings,

and other exterior
building trims along with
advice and help from
Benjamin Moore color
experts and skilled
professional painters. Vote
once per day until 11:59
p.m. EST on June 30,
2013, when voting ends. 

The final list of Main
Streets and towns to be
repainted will be posted on
www.paintwhatmatters.com
in July.

Heartland Humane
Society offers adorable
cats ready to go home
with you during “9 Lives
for $9” adoption event
now through Saturday,
June 29. Participation in
the event allows the
shelter a chance at a
$1,000 grant from Best
Friends Animal Society.
The event includes all
kittens and cats age nine
months and older
available for adoption at
Heartland. 

View the available
animals at
www.heartlandhumanesoci
ety.net or stop by the
shelter at 601 ½ Burleigh
Street in Yankton. 

Schmidt said kittens will
also be adopted during this
event at a reduced $25 fee.

Normal fees for adoptions
range from $50 to $60. 

Mentors needed: The
Clay-Union Foundation
matches youth age 5-17
years old with qualified
and screened adult
volunteers. There are two
boys and two girls to match
in Elk Point, and two girls
in Vermillion. Volunteers
must be 18 or older and
have a car. Contact John
Gille at
jgillerrsd60@yahoo.com or
call (605) 421-5050 to
become a volunteer. 

Summer Food Service
Program through Friday,
Aug. 2 from 11 a.m.-1
p.m. Closed July 4-5.
Location: Jolley
Elementary, 224 S.
University. Free lunch
service for area children
18 years and under. For

additional information
call 677-7000.

Special exhibition, “The
Shapes of Sound: Hearing
with Your Eyes,” through
Sept. 3 at the National
Music Museum, Arne B.
Larson Concert Hall
located on USD campus.

USD Career and
Graduate School Fair,
Thursday, Oct. 24, 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. in the Muenster
University Center. To
register, visit
www.usd.edu/advising/care
er-and-graduate-school-
fair.cfm. Sponsored by the
Academic and Career
Planning Center. 

For additional
information, contact
Heather Johnson at
heather.waringjohnson@usd.
edu or (605) 677-5381.
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 Evelyn Peterson’s 
 family invites you to 

 join them in 
 celebrating Evelyn’s 

 95th birthday.  

 July 6, 2013
  2:00-4:00 

 at Trinity Lutheran 
 Church.

 No gifts, please.

 Happy 95th Evelyn!

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
•Vermillion Area Farmers Market at Ratingen Platz,

corner of Market and Main St., 9 a.m.-noon. For more
information, call (605) 659-3399 or e-mail
VAFarmersMarket@gmail.com. 

•Overeaters Anonymous at 9 a.m. Location: Sanford
Vermillion Medical Center, 20 S. Plum St.,
administration entrance just south of the hospital
entrance in the board room. Overeaters Anonymous is
a 12-step program for people with eating disorders and
struggles. 

•Yankton’s Dogs ‘R’ Us 4-H group host their first
Pet Palooza at the 4H Fairgrounds from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
The event replaces Heartland Humane Society’s
Animal Fair traditionally held in May. The event will
include a registration booth to join the 4-H Club, a
Meet ‘n’ Greet booth with available pets from
Heartland Humane Society, fingerprinting for youth, a
petting zoo, agility courses, guest appearances by the
Yankton Police K-9 unit and a pet contest at 11:30 a.m.
4-H animals on site will include dogs, kittens, lambs,
piglets, donkeys and more. Lunch for a nominal fee
will be provided by Yankton County 4-H. All
vaccinated pets are welcome on leash. The event is free
to public. 

MONDAY, JULY 1
•Al-anon meeting at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church, corner of Main and Linden. For
more information, call 624-9764. 

TUESDAY, JULY 2
•Vermillion Rotary Club meeting from noon-1 p.m.

in the Freedom Forum Conference Room of the Al
Neuharth Media Center. For more information, visit
www.vermillionrotaryclub.org. 

THURSDAY, JULY 4
•Vermillion Area Farmers Market at the Clay

County Fairgrounds from 3-7 p.m. Special activities for
kids including games, prizes and more. For more
information, call (605) 659-3399 or e-mail
VAFarmersMarket@gmail.com. 

PLANNING AHEAD:
• JULY 6 – Vermillion Area Farmers Market at

Ratingen Platz, corner of Market and Main streets, 9
a.m.-noon. For more information, call (605) 659-3399
or e-mail VAFarmersMarket@gmail.com. 

• JULY 6 – Overeaters Anonymous at 9 a.m.
Location: Sanford Vermillion Medical Center, 20 S.
Plum St., administration entrance just south of the
hospital entrance in the board room. 

• JULY 6 – Gayville Hall’s musical variety show
featuring “The Hay Country Jamboree” at 8 p.m.,
Gayville, SD, 502 Washington St. For reservations, call
(605) 267-2859.

• JULY 9 – Vermillion Community Blood Drive
sponsored by Sanford Vermillion, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and
2:30-6 p.m. Free all American T-shirt and lunch to all
who donate. Must be at least 17 years old. Call Sanford
Vermillion for additional information at 624-2611.
Walk-ins welcome.

• JULY 10 – Ice Cream Social at Pleasant Valley
Lutheran Church from 5-7:30 p.m. Serving taverns,
ham sandwiches, pie and ice cream. Location: 45918
308th St., rural Vermillion. Free-will donations.

• JULY 11 – “Thursdays on the Platz” in downtown
Vermillion, corner of Main and Market. Enjoy live
music and food – bring the family. More information
to follow soon. 

• JULY 11 – Douglas Roegiers from Burbank and
Vermillion will sing and compete on NBC TV’s new
talent show, “The Winner Is.” Doug will be one of six
competitors when NBC presents the first of eight
shows at 8 p.m. Doug, the son of Chuck and Rosie
Roegiers of Burbank, is a crooner living in North
Hollywood, CA. 

• JULY 14 – East River and Missouri Valley Bluegrass
Music Association to feature “Monthly Open Jam”
(second Sunday of each month) from 1-6 p.m. at
WashingtonStreet Arts Center, 202 Washington St. All
levels welcome, open to pickers and listeners. Event is
free and open to the public. For more information, call:
1-877-621-4118 (toll free).

• JULY 15 – Eighth Annual Sheri Ellis Memorial Golf
Social at The Bluffs Golf Course. 1 p.m. shotgun start.
18-hole, four-person scramble $50 per person paid in
advance; $60 day of event. Includes golf, dinner and
prizes. Sponsored by Sanford Vermillion and Dakota
Hospital Foundation. To register, call Jill at (605) 638-
8465. 

• JULY 16 – Ice Cream Social at Trinity Lutheran
Church (Fellowship Hall) from 5-7 p.m. Location: 816
E. Clark St.

• JULY 17 – Dakota Classic Cruisers car club will
bring their annual car show, Tri State Drive In Cruisers,
to downtown Vermillion beginning at 5 p.m. This drive
in cruise brings many Iowa, Nebraska and South
Dakota visitors to our community and provides a great
opportunity for Vermillion merchants to showcase
their businesses and enjoy additional sales. Main Street
will be closed from Bank of the West entrance to
Prospect Street and a half-block south on Court Street
and north on Center Street. Come on out to enjoy the
classic cars and help us roll out the red carpet to
welcome visitors to our community. 

• JULY 19-22 – Vermillion Community Theatre
presents the original musical “Robin Hood, Spirit of
the Greene” Friday, July 19-22 at the Vermillion High
School Performing Arts Center. Friday, Saturday, and
Monday performances at 7 p.m. with a Sunday matinee
at 2:30 p.m. Visit vermillioncommunitytheatre.org for
additional information. 

Does your business or organization have an event you
would like included in the Community Calendar? If you
do, call the Vermillion Area Chamber of Commerce &
Development Company at (605) 624-5571 or e-mail
vcdc@vermillionchamber.com or contact the Plain Talk at
(605) 624-2695 or e-mail david.lias@plaintalk.net.
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The Swedish folk music group Bjärv – Mikael Grafström, Olof Göthlin, and Ben Lagerberg-Teitelbaum, kicked off the 144th annual Midsommar
in Dalesburg festivities Friday afternoon, June 21, with a performance inside Dalesburg Lutheran Church. 

(Photo by David Lias)

the church for more than just
comfort, however. Audience members
wanted a chance to speak with the
three musicians.

They were more than happy to
oblige. Much attention was directed
toward Lagerberg-Teitelbaum and his
unique instrument, the nyckelharpa
(keyed harp). It’s not nearly as
common as Grafström’s guitar or
Göthlin’s violin.

Plus, the instrument is uniquely
Swedish, making it perfect for the
day’s celebration at Dalesburg.

Grafström is from
Angermanland, Sweden; Göthlin
hails from Varmland, Sweden; and
Lagerberg-Teitelbaum is American.
He is from Evergreen, CO. After
being awarded Sweden’s Eric
Sahlström nyckelharpa scholarship
for 2000, Ben returned to Bethany
College in Lindsborg, KS, becoming
the first American to earn a degree
in nyckelharpa performance. 

He is now pursuing his Ph.D. in
ethnomusicology at Brown
University.

Göthlin is a protégé of renowned
fiddler Mats Eden, and became a
“Riksspelman” (Fiddler of the realm)
in 2006.

Grafström provides both rhythm
and nuance with his fluid guitar
playing. A recent graduate of the folk
music department at the Malmö

music conservatory, he has studied
with the likes of Jens Ulvsand and
Roger Tallroth of the popular
Swedish band “Väsen.”

“We met in 2001, at a school
playing the nyckelharpa, all three of
us,” Göthlin said.

The nyckelharpa, he explained,
was developed in Sweden in the
1400s, and was refined by people
from Belgium who settled in a
region of Sweden just north of
Stockholm. 

“There they kind of set to playing
the nyckelharpa and immersing
themselves in Swedish tradition,”
Göthlin said, “and then all of a
sudden we had much more refined
instruments. Today, Ben is playing a
chromatic nyckelharpa, which was
invented in the 1900s.”

The changes made to the
nyckelharpa in the 1930s made it a
chromatic instrument with a
straight bow, making it more
violin-like and no longer a
bourdon instrument. Those
changes helped popularize the
instrument in the mid-20th
century. 

Its popularity began to once again
decline until the ‘60s and ‘70s.
Notable artists in Italy, Germany and
Scandinavian countries included the
nyckelharpa in their early music and
contemporary music offerings.

Bjärv is helping to continue that
trend.

“We feature Swedish folk music,”
Göthlin said. “Most of it is
traditional, and we sort of arranged

everything ourselves, and just
interact and play and jam and just
have fun.”

The three men keep busy making
music both individually and together
as the group Bjärv. 

“Mikael flew in two days ago
(Wednesday),” Göthlin said. “and we
had a gig yesterday and we’ll play
again Sunday, and we’ll be back in
Sioux Falls on Friday (June 28)
playing in the Old Courthouse
Museum.”

Bjärv’s first performance in the
United States was in 2002, a year after
the group formed. 

“We’ve been returning to the U.S.
quite often ever since,” Göthlin said.
“We’ve played world fests and folk
music festivals.”

The traditional Swedish tunes
performed by Bjärv “remind me of
Celtic music, bluegrass music and the
acoustic scene in America is just
great, and there are so many people
interested in that kind of music.
That’s pretty much basically what we
play.”

One of the songs performed by
Bjärv Friday afternoon is an original
composition by the three men, with a
sound that is heavily influenced by
the sounds of traditional Swedish folk
music.

Those “old” sounds include tight,
beautiful harmonies.

“Lots of times in Sweden, you play
in harmonies and you sing in
harmonies,” Göthlin said. “That’s like
the old style of doing it.”
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