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GAYVILLE — When most
people think of school-related
competitions, science isn’t
usually the first thing that
comes to their mind.

But science will be the
main item on the agenda
when the 14-member
Gayville-Volin School’s Sci-
ence Olympiad team com-
petes in the state tournament
this weekend.

The tournament will take
place at the University of
South Dakota on Saturday.
The opening ceremony will
begin at 8:30 a.m., and the
day will conclude with an
awards ceremony at 4:45 p.m.

Science Olympiad provides
students with an opportuni-
ty to use their critical think-
ing skills in a wide variety of
team events.

“They cover a number of
areas,” said Jenny Rice, Sci-
ence Olympiad coach and
Gayville-Volin School librar-
ian. “They go anywhere from
anatomy, life science, earth
science, there’s some foren-
sics, chemistry, engineering,
things like that. So there’s a
number of opportunities,
depending on what the kids
want to get into.”

Many of the events involve
building a machine to per-
form a specific task.

One of the events — Bat-
tery Buggy — requires stu-
dents to build a battery-oper-
ated car.

Seventh-graders Weston
Maysis and Brandon Van
Osdel constructed theirs out
of Legos and power it with
C-volt batteries.

“We’re supposed to get it to
go a certain distance in a cer-
tain amount of time,” said
Maysis.

“It has to go five to seven
meters, and the wheel base
has to be 20 to 26 centime-
ters,” Van Osdel added.

Rice said the requirements

of each event are carefully
specified.

“Science Olympiad does a
pretty good job of spelling out
exactly what they’d like the
students to be aware of, and
a lot of it is student-driven,”
she said. “They have the
parameters in front of them,
and a lot of it is on their own.”

Seventh-graders Alexis
Ellison and Morgan Nielson
are participating in the Junk-
yard Challenge, which
involves building a structure
connected to four mousetraps.
The traps have to be set off in
sequence, activated by a golf
ball that’s placed in the cen-
ter of the structure.

“You just have to make
sure the order of it goes (cor-
rectly) because you do have to
mark the mousetraps, and if
you don’t go in that order, you
also get docked,” Ellison said.
“It’s a lot harder than you
think.”

Sophomores Luke Buffin-
gton and Cameron Coke have
constructed a water clock.

“What we do is calculate
the amount of drips that
come out per second. Then,
in the contest, they’ll give us
a random interval of time,
and so we’ll count the number
of drips and then use that
number to calculate how
much time went by,” Buffing-
ton said.

Coke said there is no spe-
cific design requirement
apart from the elimination of
using actual clock parts or
electricity.

Rice said students have
something to gain from par-
ticipating in Science
Olympiad.

“I think it’s a really good
way to teach kids about
inquiry-based learning, where
you ask an open-ended ques-
tion and they actually have to
search for an answer,” she
said. “It’s not a multiple-
choice kind of deal; it’s not
true-false. They learn the
process of solving a problem

rather than just answering
the problem, so I think over-
all, it’s really good at inspir-
ing some creativity for the
kids.”

“Overall, it’s a good way to
learn and expand on things
you don’t really have time to
learn in school,” Buffington
said.

“It’s just cool how you have
nothing to work with and at
the end you have something

(to show for it),” Nielson
added.

Rice said next year’s Sci-
ence Olympiad season may
be expanded a bit.

“Normally, I would like to
start a little earlier,” she said.
“This year, we had about a
four-month season. We got
the information in December,
(but) we didn’t actually start
practicing until January just
because we’re a small district.

The kids are stretched pretty
thin as it is. They’re all busy.”

This fact has required
practice to take place before
school or during the home-
room period.

“A lot of it is researching,
memorizing, doing some min-
imal experimentation,” Rice
said. “We do as much hands-
on stuff as we can.”

This is Rice’s first year as
Science Olympiad coach, and

she said it’s been a good expe-
rience.

“I really have enjoyed it a
lot, and I think we’ve got a lot
of really good kids,” she said.
“I’m excited to see what
they’ll do. … They really have
worked hard, and they should
represent the school really
well.”

For more information
about Science Olympiad, visit
www.soinc.org.
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Guided By Science

Gayville-Volin seventh-graders Weston Maysis and Brandon Van Osdel work on the car they constructed for the Battery Buggy
event of this year’s state Science Olympiad tournament, which will take place Saturday at the University of South Dakota. (Travis
Gulbrandson/P&D)

GV Students Prep For State
Science Olympiad



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [684.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice


